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"~ Atrade confrontation between the US and
Canada escalates sharply, triggering
50% Trump tariffs on billions of dollars

F

in Canadian goods and a promise of

dollar-for-dollar retaliation from Ottawa, P 13
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A 60-SECOND DAILY WORD
CHALLENGE. Crack the
word, build your streak,

share your score. Top

scorers get featured in TOI

India head coach Gautam Gambhir has
called for more three-Test series, saying,

‘| have always believed there should be a
possibility for a team that loses the first
Test to come back and win the series’, P 16
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3 engineers die
in factory turbine
blast in Jkhand

r l “Three engineers were char-
red to death and another
employee suffered critical
burns after a fire triggered by
a turbine explosion engulfed
the control room of a captive
power plant at a private
sponge iron factory in a vil-
lage in Jharkhand's Ramgarh
district on Friday night. P7

Meerut torture:
Cops face action

I lours after SSP Avinash
Pandey was attached to
state HQ in Lucknow over al-
legations that cops tortured
afarmer leader and his dalit
associate, eight more Mee-
rut cops were recalled to po-
lice lines late Friday night.
ADG (Meerut zone) Bhanu
Bhaskar has also ordered a
high-level inquiry.P7

‘Centre-state
targeting Left’

( PM state secretary P
»Shanmugam alleged a
possible Centre-state con-
spiracy to target Left parties,
citingagovtdirective against
students participating in pro-
tests organised by them. P 6

YOU SAID IT

THE LAW IS CATCHING UP
lo WITH HOW SOME PEOPLE
ALREADY LIVE

‘Govt Can't
Ignore Public
Opinion On Pak’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: For any relations-
hip to work, it has to meet the
test of mutual interest, exter-
nal affairs minister S Jaishan-
kar said Saturday on the cur-
rent state of ties between India
and Bangladesh, particularly
in the context of uncertair

over PM Tarique Rahman’s

sit. “It has to work for them, it
has to work for us. I'm not ex-

ET WORLD
LEADERS FORUM | P 16

pecting neighbours to only do
what is in my interest ... when
you get that common landing
ground, relationships work
smoothly;” Jaishankar said.

CM Revanth had
plans to meet
Vance, Mamdani

7| ‘elangana chief minister
Revanth Reddy planned

to hold “political meetings
during his pro-

US, according
to sources in
Union

of external af-
fairs had on Friday withheld
permission for Reddy to travel
toUS, while approving his visit
to the UK. The sources said Re
vanth had plans to meet US
vice-president J D Vance and
New York mayor Zohran Mam-
dani, as well as one of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s sons. P9
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Jaishankar on B'desh: Ties
must serve mutual interest

Don't let your supply
chain really be just
in time anymore; don’t
assume that your lowest
cost will be the determinant
...you have to build in that
margin of safety
ON BANGLADESH
For any relationship to work,
it has to meet the test
of mutual interest
ON CHINA
At the end of the day,
peace and tranquillity
in the border areas
is a prerequisite
for good relations
—S JAISHANKAR

The external affairs mini-
stryhad announced earlier this
month that India has invited
Rahman for a bilateral visit
and to attend the outreach ses-
sion of the upcoming Brics
summit in Delhi. While Dhaka

set several riders for the visit,
among them expediting extra-
dition of Sheikh Hasina, the
ousted premier’s virtual pres-
seronAugbactedasafreshfric-
tion point.

At Economic Times World
Leaders Forum, discussing ne-
ighbours, Jaishankar reaffir-

tanthat dlalogue andterr

govt cannot be impervious to
public opinion in the country.

Ahead of PM Modi’s upco-
ming meetings with Chinese
President Xi Jinping on the
margins of the SCO and Brics
summits next month, Jaishan-
kar also said both New Delhi
and Beijing have an interest in
maintaining stability in the re-
lationship and India needs to
do business with the entire
world, including China.

» Border situation, P 16

Endoscopic cam used to copy
BSc paper in sealed packet

Raipur: A tiny endoscopic
camera was allegedly slip-
ped through a pinhole in a
sealed question-paper enve-
lope to film a BSc agricultu-
re entomology paper witho-
ut opening the packet, expo-
sing a startling loophole in

Chhattisgarh police said Sa-
turday.

The paper leak surfaced

on Aug 20, shortly before the

reports Rashmi

The test was cancelled
and rescheduled for the first
week of Sept. About 1,200

e Humanedge
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> Six people have been held,
including a professor at a
private college in Durg

> Raipur police are
searching for two more
suspects and are probing
whether the group was part
of a wider network

studentsfrom27agricultur
colleges were to take it.

» Out on WhatsApp, P 16

Shah: New panel
on Gorkhaland
will draft political
solution afresh

Roshan Gupta | Tnn

iguri: Union home m
ster Amit Shah on Saturday
chaired a tripartite meeting

with West
Bengal CM Su-
vendu Adhika-
ri, Centre-ap-
pointed inte!
cutor and fi
mer  deputy
NSA Pankaj Kumar Singh and
political parties of the region
and decided that Singh would
steer the move for a permanent
political solution for the Darje:
eling Hills within the fram-
ework of the Constitution.

Adhikari reiterated that
Bengal's govt would not accept
any proposal on thestate’sdivi-
sion but was ready to work to-
wardsany other permanentso-
lution.

» Statehood demands, P 16

DMK sets age
caps, term
limits after loss

Collowing its setback in the
2026 assembly election,
DMK on Saturday set a 70-yea:
age cap and three-term limit
for district secretaries. Sever-

mhnan S Muthusamy, S Re-
gupathy and R Gandhi could
lose their posts. The decision
was taken at ameeting chaired
by former chief minister M K
Stalin. Under thenew arrange-
ment, there will be one organi-
sational district for every two
constituencies, based on reve-
nue districts. The number of
district units will be increased
om the existing 77t0110. P6
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BCI chairman faces
calls to quit, co-chair
demands inquiry

Amitanand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After facing
brickbats from law students
andalso from Supreme Court
for acting beyond jurisdic-
tionin barringlaw graduates
from Hyderabad’s NALSAR
y of Law from be-

gistered as advocates,
for which helaterapologised,
Bar Council of India chair
person Manan Kumar Mish-
ra isnow facing a revolt from
within the council itself. Se-

nior advocate and co-cha

person of BCIL, Y R Sadasiv
Reddy, has sought his resig-
nation, alleging financial ir-
regularities during his tenu-
re. Mishra, a BJP MP, howe-
med the allegations a

political stuntand vendetta.
In a six-page letter add-
ressed to BCI chairperson,
Reddy raised the allegation

You have held that

office continuously
since 2012... When elections
to the office fall due, the
arrangements are so
managed that the outcome
is a foregone conclusion...

—Co-chair Y R Sadasiva Reddy

He (Reddy) has been a BCI
member for the last about
eight and a half years... [but]
has never opened his mouth
—BCI chief Manan Mishra

of financial irregularities
and diversion of funds aga-
inst him and sought an inde-
pendent audit of BCI acco-
untsandof atrust named the
“BCI Trust PEARL - Fir
established during Mishra’s
tenure.

»Conferred by Parl, P 16

5-hour-old baby dies
in NICU fire in MP

Amarjeet.Singhl
@timesofindia.com

Bhopal: A newborn died
and two babies suffered
burninjuriesafterafirebro-
ke out on Saturday in the ne-
onatal intensive care unit of
staterun Chhindwara dis-
trict hospital in Madhya
Pradesh.

2 INFANTS SUFFER BURNS

Police said the prelimi-
nary inquiry pointed to a
short circuit in a warmer
bed as the likely trigger. The
infant who perished was
born barely five hours befo-

re the blaze. The fire broke
out between 2am and 3am in
the unit where 33 newborns
were admitted. Another 30
infants housed in ane-
ighbouring ward. Three in-
fants were in the same crad-
leat the NICU where the fire
broke out, sources said. Th
three werereferred to Netaj
Subhash Chandra Bose Me-
dical College and Hospital
in Jabalpur, over 200km
away. One died on the way.
Chhindwara civil surge-
on Dr Kanchan Dubey told
TOI the deceased infant was
bornaround10pmon Friday.

» Bed caught fire, P 16

Foreign ship
sinks near
Paradip, crew
in lifeboats

Bhubaneswar/Kendrapa-
da: A Panama-flagged cargo

el carrying 72,200 MT of
ironorefinesand manned by 24
foreign crew members sank
around 200 nautical miles off
the Odisha coast on Saturday,
triggering a large-scale search
and rescue operation by the In-
dian Coast Guard and Navy, re-
port Ashok Pradhan & Ashis
Senapati. Theauthorities beli-
eve there are survivors as they
have picked up beacons emit
ted from the area from lifeja
etsequipped with AIS (automa-
tic identification system)
transmitters.

Officials said a combina-
tion of satellite trackingandlo-
cation data helped pinpoint
where the vessel sank. Satellite
inputs were first used to identi-
fy the area from where the last
distress signal was received.

» ‘Rough sea conditions’,P 9

Meghalaya
travel blockade
off after apology

'l*he Assam-Meghalaya trav-

elblockadeended on Satur-
day after Meghalaya “sincerely
regretted” and promised an
SIT probe into the Aug 19 vio-
lence in Shillong during a Kha-
si Students’ Union motorcycle
rally when Assam-registered
vehicles were targeted and
damaged.

Meghalaya also announced
compensation for damaged ve-
hicles, free treatment for those
injured and safe passage for
stranded travellers. The assur-
ances followed the first minis-
terial-level meeting between
the neighbouring states since
the violence. P8
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Torso in suitcase; Victim

: Chennai: Following the suc-
: cess of Tamil Nadu’s residen-
! tial training programme for

is Tamil woman, police
hunt on for Odia couple

ON THE RUN: CCTV footage of the suspects released by police

A.Selvaraj@timesofindia.com

Chennai: More than 15 days
afteratorsowasfoundstuffed
inside an abandoned suitcase
aboard the Tamil Nadu Ex-
press when it arrived at Agra
Cantonment railway station,
police have identified the de-
ceased as Haidul Nisha. She
hails from Paramakudi in Ta-
mil Nadu.

While the suspects —a co-
uple from Odisha — have be-
en identified, neither the mo-
tive nor the manner of the
murder hasbeenascertained.

Police have released
CCTV footage of the suspects
— Manik Uddin Laskar and
Bhagmati Majik of Odisha.
Police traced the suitcase toa
rented house on Mosque Stre-
et, Guduvanchery. After poli-
ce found the house locked,
they questioned neighbours,
who said that two women and
aman from Odisha had been
staying there.

Special teams formed to

trace the suspects tracked
their mobile phone signals
andfound thattheyhad fled to
Odisha. Three teams have be-
en sent to Odisha to nab the
couple.

The train had left Chennai
Central for New Delhi on Aug
5and reached Agra on Aug 6.
Passengers alerted railway
officials after noticing a foul
smell from a red suitcase in
the general compartment.
Agra railway police opened
the suitcase and found the he-
adless, dismembered body of
awoman.

With the assistance of the
Tamil Nadu police, Agra rail-
way police examined more
than 350 CCTV recordings
from Chennai Central and
Guduvanchery.

The footage showed a man
and a woman carrying the su-
itcase to Chennai Central and
boarding the train. They later
got down, travelled to Gudu-
vanchery and left the station
inanautorickshaw.

State’s GATE, JAM training sees
huge surge in interest this year

5,014 UG, PG
Students Apply
For Training

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

: basic science students to
i crackentrance testsfor presti-
: gious institutions such as
i TITs, NITs and IISERs, there
: hasbeenahugesurgeof inter-

est this year. As many as 5,014

: UGand PG students from govt
: arts and science colleges app-
i lied for the training this year

compared to 500 students last
year.
As many as nine students

: out of 165 students who atten-
i ded the training joined IITs,

NITs and other institutions
last year. The two-week-long
residential programme will

¢ give exposure to undergradu-
¢ ateandpostgraduate students

EXPOSURE FOR ALL

» 180 UG, PG students studying ==
physics, chemistry and maths will 17
be selected for training Za |
» They will get exposure to various &
entrance tests including IIT JAM,
JEST, GATE and NET

» Students will be trained in basic
concepts and problem-solving skills
» They will also get exposure to
research fellowships offered by

Representative image
T

and IISERs

prestigious institutions such as 11Sc

studying physics, chemistry
and maths to entrance tests
suchasII'T JAM (Joint Admis-
sion Test for Masters), JEST
(Joint Entrance Screening
Test), GATE (Graduate Apti-
tude Test in Engineering) and

National Eligibility —Test
(NET).
“The training programme

launched to improve students
conceptual understanding in
physics, chemistry and
maths. It is aimed to streng-
then students’ analytical and

problem-solving skills and
prepare them for national le-
vel competitive exams,” an of-
ficial from higher education
department said.
Experienced faculty mem-
bers will train students to sol-
ve problems in physics, che-
mistry and maths subjects
and answer higher-order thin-
king-based questions asked in
the previous entrance tests.
TN State Council for Higher
Education (TANSCHE),
which is organising the trai-

FESTIVE LOOK FOR MADRAS DAY

DONNED IN PRIDE: Ripon Building illuminated with brown and yellow lights as part of the Madras Day

2026 celebrations, on Saturday

C Suresh Kumar

India must become Al creator, not

consumer.

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: India must become
a creator of artificial intelli-
gencerather thanjustaconsu-
mer, Delhi chief minister Rek-
ha Gupta said at Vellore Insti-
tute of Technology (VIT) on
Saturday.

Delivering the 41st convo-
cation address in Vellore, she
said the Union govt was inves-
ting substantially in the fields
of semiconductors, compu-
ting infrastructure, defence
androboticsthrough the India
AIMission. “The aim is to mo-
ve beyond consuming Al tech-
nology to producing it. This
shift will be one of the greatest
contributions graduates can
make to their state and count-
ry,” sheadded.

The Delhi chief minister
further said many of society’s
problems could be solved if
thegovtandgraduates worked
in tandem. She urged the gra-
duating students to take up ro-
les that could help their cities.
She also conferred degree cer-

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta

MAPPING FUTRE. Delhi CM Rekha Gpta presenting degrees to
students at 41st convocation of VIT Vellore

tificatesonthe graduating stu-
dents. Her son, Nikunj Gupta,
was among the graduands.
VIT chancellor G Viswa-
nathan said India’s Gross En-
rolment Ratio (GER) in higher
education was around 30 %,
which the Union govt’s natio-
nal education policy aims to
raise to 50 %. He further said
Indiahasover501lakh enginee-
ring seats, but lags in medical
education. “About 22 lakh stu-
dents appear for the NEET
each year, competing for only

around 1.3 lakh medical seats
nationwide — leaving barely
2,000 to 3,000 seats vacant after
allotment. Nearly one lakh In-
dian students go abroad annu-
ally tostudy medicine.”

He also referred to friction
between governors and state
govts over the appointment of
vice-chancellors, and added
that vice-chancellor posts inat
least 17 state universities in
Tamil Nadu and more than 13
in Kerala currently were va-
cant.

Power line snaps
in rain, 12 goats
electrocuted

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: At least 12 goats
were electrocuted after
they came into contact with
a live power line that snap-
ped and fell across a road in
Sengundram village near
Maraimalai Nagar in
Chengalpet district during
heavyrain.

IN CHENGALPET

Heavy rain, accompani-
ed by thunder and light-
ning, wasreported in Gudu-
vanchery, Potheri, Kattan-
kulathur, Maraimalai Na-
garand Singaperumal Koil.
The goats had been taken
out for grazing and were re-
turning to their owners
when the incident occur-
red. Police said a power line
snapped during the rain
andfell across theroad.

The goats stepped on the
live wire and were electro-
cuted. All 12 goats died on
the spot. Maraimalai Nagar
policeregistered a case.

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: Women with endo-
metriosis — a painful condi-
tion in which tissue resemb-
ling the lining of the uterus
grows outside it, often on the
ovaries, fallopian tubes or
other pelvic tissues—may fa-
ce a higher risk of cardiova-
scular disease, according to a
study published in Clinical
Cardiology.

Endometriosis can cause
severe period and pelvic pa-
in, heavy bleeding and diffi-
culty becoming pregnant.
The condition affects an esti-
mated 5% to10% of women of
reproductive age and can
trigger prolonged inflamma-
tion — the body’s prolonged
immune response to injury
orirritation.

Inapaperon cardiovascu-
lar disease risk in women
with endometriosis, experts
from US, UK and Chennai’s
Sri Ramachandra Institute
of Higher Education and Su-
gam Hospitals pooled fin-

ning programme, will con-
duct a screening test to select
students in the first week of
Sept. About 180 students will
be selected for the residential
training programme.

“Students also will get an
orientation about the scho-
larships, research fellowships
offered by prestigious institu-
tions such as Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research
(TIFR)atthistraining,” the of-
ficial added.

The training is likely to be
conducted in two phases —
first phase in Oct and second
phase in Dec. S Govindhan,
who attended the residential
training last year; has joined
MSc chemistry at II'T Madras.
He said the training program-
me gave him exposure to ent-
rance tests and opportunities
in the prestigious research in-
stitutions.

Higher education mini-
ster P Viswanathan gave a
cash reward to students who
joined premier institutions in
July.

"Tasmac to directly pay
power bills for outlets
to curb MRP violation

@timesofindia.com

Chennai: In yetanotherma-
jor step to curb MRP viola-
tionsatliquor outlets, Tamil
Nadu State Marketing Cor-
poration (Tasmac) will pay
electricity bills for all its re-
tail shops from Sept 1 thro-
ugh the Electronic National
Automated Clearing House
(e-Nach) digital payment
service provided by Natio-
nal Payments Corporation
of India (NPCI).

Though shop supervi-
sors and salesmen can claim
reimbursement for the elec-
tricity bills they pay, shop
personnel said the money is
rarely reimbursed and use it
as an excuse to collect 10
above the MRP of liquor
bottles from buyers.

Of the 4,015 functional li-
quor shops across the state,
3,655 shops have an indepen-
dent electricity service with
a dedicated meter. “Tamil
Nadu Power Distribution

3, 655 SHOPS T0 BENEFIT

Corporation Limited has in-
tegrated all the meter deta-
ils. From Sept, the electrici-
ty billraised for any of these
3,655 shops will be auto-debi-
ted from Tasmac’s account.
The remaining shops will
eventually be added to the
system,” said Tasmac sour-
ces.

Customers point out that
Tasmac has introduced the
option of reserving liquor
through online payment to
curb MRP violation, but Tas-
mac personnel continue to
discourage buyers from
using the website to buy li-
quor and keep online pur-
chases below1%.

TN turns to hydro upgrades, battery
storage to strengthen grid reliability

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: With electricity con-
sumption inthestaterisingra-
pidly and peak power demand
scaling new highs every year,
the state govt has shifted its fo-
cus to improving the efficien-
cy of existinghydro power pro-
jects through renovation and
upgradation, and expanding
battery energy storage to
strengthen grid reliability and
reduce reliance on thermal po-
wer.

For 2026-27, TN Green
Energy Corporation Limited
(TNGECL) has set a hydro ge-
neration target of 4,776 mil-
lion units (MU), fixed by the
Central Electricity Authority,
and plans to maintain the av-

erage availability of hydro sta-
tions at more than 80 per cent,
according to the energy dept’s
policy note for the year
TNGECL's hydro wing now
operates and maintains47hyd-
ro power stations with 107 ma-
chines and a total installed ca-
pacity of 2,325.90 MW across
Erode, Kadamparai, Kundah
and Tirunelveli.

As several hydro stations
in TN are at least 35 years old,
TNGECL is undertaking reno-
vation, modernisation and
uprating (RMU) works to im-
prove their generation capabi-
lity. “At Moyar Power House,
RMU work on Unit-3 is under
way to increase its capacity
from12MW to14 MW, The work
is expected to be completed by

November 2026, adding 2 MW
tothegrid,” said an official. Si-
milarly, RMU work at Kodayar
Power House-I is expected to
increase capacity from 60 MW
to 70 MW, adding 10 MW to the
grid during 2026-27. At Moyar,
replacement of three high-
pressure penstocks is under
way and is expected to be
completed forall three units by
Sept 2027.

At the 400 (4x100) MW Ka-
damparai Power House, refur-
bishment of the stator core
and complete re-insulation of
stator coils in Unit-I is expec-
ted to be completed by March
2027, while generator refur-
bishment in Unit-I1I is expec-
ted to be completed by Feb
2027.

Common reproductive disorder linked to
higher heart risk in women, finds study

HOW ENDOMETRIOSIS
MAY AFFECT THE HEART

A chronic inflammatory condition:

endometriosis, tissue similar to the uterine
lining grows outside the uterus. The condition
can trigger ongoing inflammation in the body

HIGHER RISK SEEN IN STUDIES e@e

Compared with women without

endometriosis, women with the condlhon had:
OUTCOME & HIGHER RELATIVE RISK (in %)

Overall cardiovascular disease
Major cardiovascular events
Ischaemic heart disease
Coronary artery disease

Angina or heart attack combined

CHANGES IN
BLOOD VESSELS

The study says
persistentinflammation
and oxidative stress —
cell damage linked to
unstable molecules —
may impair the lining of
blood vessels, called
the endothelium

Plaque build up can:

In

2 Damage the vessel
lining, lead to an

B unhealthy blood fat

51 profile, may promote

36 the formation of fatty

62 plaque in arteries

dings from earlier studies
that compared women with
and without endometriosis.
They found that women
with endometriosis had a
21% higher risk of cardiova-
scular disease, conditions af-
fecting the heart and blood
vessels,and a23% higherrisk
of major adverse cardiova-
scular events, amedical term
used to group serious outco-

mes such as heart attack,
stroke or death from cardio-
vascular causes, wrote the
study’s first and correspon-
ding author Maneeth Myla-
varapu from University of
Chicago Pritzker School of
Medicine, Chicago.

Some of the strongest as-
sociations involved the he-
art’s blood supply Women
with endometriosis had a

57% higher relative risk of
ischemic heart disease, in
which narrowed or blocked
arteries reduce blood flow
and oxygen to the heart musc-
le. They had a 36% higher
riskof coronary artery disea-
se, in which fatty deposits bu-
ild up in the arteries supply-
ing the heart. The combined
risk of angina, chest pain
caused by inadequate blood
flowtotheheart,and heartat-
tack was 62% higher.

The authors cautioned
that the findings do not prove
that endometriosis causes
heart disease, as the studies
were observational. Smo-
king, diabetes, high blood
pressure, high cholesterol,
obesity, treatment history
and the severity of endomet-
riosis may also affect cardio-
vascularrisk.

They called forearlier car-
diovascular screening, rigo-
rousmanagement of risk fac-
tors and closer coordination
between gynaecologists and
cardiologists.

ASI to restore 230-year-old exchange building,
revamp colonial museum inside Fort St George

Ragu. com

A Prathap

Chennai: Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) will so-
on restore the 230-year-old
colonial-era exchange buil-
ding, which at present hou-
ses the Fort Museum inside
Fort St George. It plans toup-
grade the Fort Museum,
which exhibits more than
3,500 artefacts from the colo-
nial period to enhance the vi-
sitors’experience.

The three-storey buil-
ding (ground + two floors),
constructed between 1790
and 1795, is considered one
of the strongest buildings in
Fort St George. The ground
floor, with its vaulted roof,
was designed to withstand
the cannon fire from the sea.

“We will take up the
structural conservation of
the exchange building. We
are also planning to revamp
the Fort Museum. This work
will be carried out in a pha-
sedmanner over thenexttwo
years without affecting the
visitors,” said Sushanta Ku-
mar Kar, superintending ar-
chaeologist, Chennai Circle,
ASL

The museum will show-
case the artefacts in a mo-
dern way and the lighting al-

PAST LIVES: The 230-year-old
Exchange Building, which at
present houses the Fort Museum
inside the Fort St George
(above), and the long room
which was used for public
meetings, lottery draws and
official entertainments
organised by the Governor, and
now houses the portrait gallery

sowill be upgraded.

“The museum houses the
only surviving flag of India,
which was hoisted in 1947.
Further, the register of St
Mary’s Church, whichrecor-
ded the marriage of Robert
Clive, is also at display,” he
added.

The Indian national flag
was 12 feet long and 8 feet wi-

de, and it was hoisted on Aug
15, 1947, at 5.30am at Fort St
George. It also houses many
galleries, including an arms
gallery displaying swords,
rifles, pistols, mortars, can-
non shots, breastplates and
shell fragments.

Atits peak, the Exchange

Building was the hub of tra-
dingactivities, teeming with
merchants, dealers, ship
captains, and others concer-
ned in trade. The building
hada warehouse, auctionro-
om and a library on the gro-
und floor. The most notable
room of the building was the
longroomlocated onthefirst
floor. This room now houses
the portrait gallery. In colo-
nial times, it saw public mee-
tings, lottery draws and offi-
cial entertainments organi-
sed by the Governor. In 1861,
the building became the offi.
cers’ mess for the British Re-
giment quartered in the fort.

“We have unearthed an
underground chamberatthe
ground floor of the building.
We were told that it could ha-
ve been used to store ice
when it served as officers’
mess. Another highlight of
theexchangebuildingisthat
it has a very high ceiling,”
said T Sathyamurthy, former
superintending archaeolo-
gist, Archaeological Survey
of India.

The building also housed
Madras Bank and the first
lighthouse of Madras in
1796. The lamp was located at
a height of 90 feet above sea
level.

FePSA: Expedite
overhaul of
private nursery,
primary schools

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Private nursery

andprimary schoolsthatha- :
ve applied to upgrade up to :
Class VIIT must be immedia- :
tely granted “middle scho- :
ol” status so students admit- :
ted under the Right to Edu- :
cation (RTE) Act do not lose :
their benefits, the Federa- :
tion of Private School Asso- :
ciations (FePSA) has de- :

manded.

Inarepresentationtothe

school education minister,

FePSA, which represents :
more than 60 schools, said :
students admittedtoLKGor :
Class I under the RTE Act :
were unable to continue stu- :
dying without tuition fees :

upto Class VIIL.

“Nursery and primary :
schools offer classes only up  :
to Class V, forcing students :

totransferfor Class VL. They

cannot then avail themsel- :
ves of RTE admission in :
another school, as such ad- :
missions are available only :
fromLKGor ClassI. Schools  :
with the required infrast- :
ructure should be upgraded :
to middle schools without :

delay,” said M Arumugam,
president, FePSA.

People pay 10 for bucket of

water to use loo at Kasimedu

Swedha.Radhakrishnan
@timesofindia.com

: Chennai: For the past five ye-
ars at the bustling Kasimedu
fishing harbour, fishermen
and visitors pay %10 for a buck-
et of water before using the
poorly maintained, dilapida-
tedloo. The lack of basic ame-
nities is a concern at the mar-
ket, which draws more than
10,000 visitors on weekends.

With the harbour falling
: under the Chennai Port Aut-
hority, users say they have
i littleclarity onwheretolodge
complaints about sanitation
and water supply.

The toilet block, which is
more than a decade old, has
twotoilets, but only one is cur-
rently kept open for fisher-
: men and customers. The faci-
lity lacks basic maintenance
and an adequate water supply,
addingtothedifficultiesfaced
i byusers.

Fishermen said the pro-
blem becomes particularly
acute during weekends and
holidays when the market is
crowded. “The motor supply-
ing water to the toilet has re-
mained unrepaired for years,
forcing us to buy water by the
: bucket for cleaning and other
: essential purposes. We are

IN DIRE STRAITS: A dilapidated washroom at Kasimedu harbour

charged 10 for a bucket and
haveno choicebuttopay as we
depend on the water,” said K
Swarnam, afish vendor.

Vendors and visitors said
the authorities should either
repair the existing infrastruc-
ture or provide a new toilet
block with uninterrupted wa-
ter supply and proper mainte-
nance.

Customers too said the
condition of the toilet was
unacceptable given the num-
ber of people visiting the mar-
ket. “We don’t mind paying Rs
5tousethetoiletif itisproper-
ly maintained. The authoriti-
es should ensure that it is cle-
an, hygienic and has water.
Thousands of people come he-

re, particularly on weekends,
and they deserve a basicfacili-
ty,” said J Subha Lakshmi, a
resident of Manali and regu-
lar customer at the market.

“We need a proper grie-
vance mechanism where
complaints regarding sanita-
tion, water supply and main-
tenance can be registered and
followed up. We are clueless
about whom to approach to
address this long-standing is-
sue since it is maintained by
port authorities,” said K Mu-
kesh Kumar, a fisherman at
Kasimedu fishing harbour:

Despite multiple attempts
to reach, the fisheries depart-
ment was unavailable for
comment.
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Brace for more rain this week

CITY 3

GCC launches drive to help el

This May Offset SHADES oF GRAY

Lack Of Rain To
Some Extent

Times News NeTwoRrk

Chennai: The city and its
three neighbouring districts
continue to face rainfall defi-
cit. But weathermen said the-
reisachance of some recove-
ry, as a weather system over
northIndia could create favo-
urable conditions for rain
over Chennaiand north coas-
tal Tamil Nadu for the next
few days. On Sunday, the city
and suburbs may receive
lightto moderate rain.

V R Durai, director, Area
Cyclone Warning Centre,
IMD, said a low-pressure area
over Jharkhand may move to-
wards north Odisha on Sun-
day, creating favourable con-
ditions for wind convergence
leading to convective rainfall
over north coastal Tamil Na-
du. It may strengthen a feeble
trough along and off the Ta-
mil Nadu coast, enhancing
convective rainfall.

“We expected this condi-
tion last week, but the system
moved in the northwest di-
rection. On Sunday, it might

________ L|ghtn|ng
strike kills fish
vendor, son

Chennai: A 45-year-old fish
vendor and his 10-year-old son
died after they were struck by
lightning while returning ho-
me on a bicycle near Siruvan-
chur lake bund in Padappai,
Kancheepuram district, on
Friday evening.

Shankar of Siruvanchur
near Padappai went to a govt
school at Oragadam Junction
to collect his son Chandran, a
Class V student. He and
Chandran were travelling
along the Wallajabad-Vanda-
lur Road when heavy rain, ac-
companied by thunder and
lightning, lashed the area.

When they reached the Si-
ruvanchur lake bund, light-
ning struck them. Both died
on the spot. Padappai police
reached the scene and recove-
red the bodies. They were sent
to Chengalpet district govt ho-
spital for postmortem. v

Top five rain-
deficit districts
since June 1

Rainfall Deficit

(in mm)
Tuticorin

Chengalpet
Tirupattur
Namakkal

Ramanathapuram

Tamil Nadu

move eastwards. Historically,
we have seen rainfall over
north coastal Tamil Nadu
when there is a system over
Jharkhand and Odisha. We
can expect rainfall till Tues-
day,” hesaid.

After Tuesday, the system
is likely to merge with the
monsoon trough extending
from Gangetic West Bengal to
Pakistan, Duraisaid. This co-
uld revive monsoon rainfall
over central India and reduce
rain over north Tamil Nadu,
though some light spells may
continue over Chennai.

suburbs may receive light to
moderate rainfall with thun-
derstorms and lightning du-
ring the evening/night ho-
urs. Temperatures may touch
36°C-37°C during the day and
dropto26°C-27°Catnight,” an
IMD bulletin said.

Till Aug 25, moderate rain
is possible at isolated places
over Chennai, Tiruvallur,
Kancheepuram and Chengal-
pet, along with other nort-
hern, coastal and central dis-
tricts. Thunderstorms, light-
ning and gusty wind of 40-
50kmph are also possible at

C Suresh Kumar

Since June 1, Chennai has
received 244.9mm, 8% below
normal; Tiruvallur 195.6mm
(28% below normal); Kanche-
epuram 172mm (37% below
normal); and Chengalpet
76mm (68 % below normal).

On Saturday evening, the-
re were light rain spells over
some parts of the city Till
7.30pm, rain gauges in NIOT
Pallikaranai logged 7.9mm,
West Tambaram 7mm, and an
automatic weather station in
Meenambakkam4.5mm.

“There is a good possibili-
ty forraintill Wednesday,” sa-
id blogger Pradeep John.

~ households segregate waste

Times News NETwoRrk

Chennai: Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC)on Satur-
day launched a 40-day door-
to-door campaign across five
south Chennaizonestoenco-
urage households to segre-
gate waste at the source,
with field workers using
stickers on houses to track
compliance. The civic body
said it will enforce penalties
under the Solid Waste Mana-
gement Rules, 2026 for viola-
tions from next month.

The campaign, “Kuppai
Pirippom-NaalaiKaapom”,
wasrolled out across Valasa-
ravakkam, Alandur, Adyar,
Perungudi, and Sholinga-
nallurzones. GCChasidenti-
fied 10,000 households in
each zone for the drive.

GCC officials, MLAs and
ouncillors visited the fami-
lies to spread awareness.
Each household received a
dry-waste collection bag and
an awareness kit explaining
what constitutes dry waste,
how it should be segregated
at source and how it should
behanded over.

Theaimistoprovidehou-
seholds withapractical solu-
tion for collecting dry waste
separately while making

“KUPPAI PIRIPPOM’ DRIVE: Families receive dry-waste collection bag

segregation more visible, of-
ficials said. “This campaign
is about spreading aware-
ness and monitoring. When
workers go to collect the gar-
bage, they will check if seg-
regation is done and mark it
on a sticker pasted outside
homes,” an official said.
“From next month, fines
will be collected,” she said,
adding that the drive will be
spread to otherregions.
GCCcollectsaround 6,150
tonnes of garbage every day.
Howmuch of thisissegrega-
ted at the household level de-
termines how much can be
composted or recycled rat-
her than being dumped at
Kodungaiyur and Perungu-
didumpyards.

“On Sunday, the city and  one ortwo places.

CRIME Priest arrested

PUNISHMENT  for stealing
temple jewellery

Two nabbed
for cheating
tenants, house
owners of 2cr

man and a woman were

arrested for cheating 34
house owners and tenants of
22.11 crore through a property
firm. The suspects rented
houses from owners and
subleased them to customers
online before shutting down
the firm and absconding.
Police identified as Helen
Rose, 59, and Premkumar, 50.

38-year-old temple priest

was arrested for stealing
gold chains and silver articles
from the Sri Ponniyamman
Temple in Alandur. Police
recovered three gold chains
weighing 10g and silver
articles weighing 460g.
Ranganathan of Arumbakkam
had been serving at the temple
for about 10 years. On Friday, a
temple trustee found that a
silver crown, a silver sieve and
three gold chains were missing
from the sanctum sanctorum.
He lodged a complaint with St
Thomas Mount police.

Man arrested for chain-snatching

33-year-old food delivery agent was arrested on Saturday for

snatching a woman'’s gold chain at her grocery shop in MGR
Nagar on July 2. The accused, Sathyanarayanan of MGR Nagar,
approached Pappa, 58, at her grocery shop in Nesapakkam,
under the pretext of buying soft drinks. When Pappa turned to
show him the bottles, he snatched her gold chain and fled.

Times News NETwoRrk

Chennai: A 37-year-old
contract worker was buried
alive when one side of a10ft-
deep pit caved in during se-
wage work at Gramam Stre-
et in Tiruvottiyur early Sa-
turday.

The deceased, Bhoomi-
nathan of Tiruvannamalai
district, was among four
workers digging a sewage
tank meant for four houses
inthelocality.

Around 4am, Bhoomi-
nathan was inside the pit,
removing soil with a shovel
when the earth from one si-
de collapsed on him. The
other workers alerted police
andfireand rescueservices.

Fire personnel and local

Man buried alive in
Thiruvottiyur while
digging sewage pit

10FT-DEEP PIT CAVES IN

residents took about two
and a half hours to clear the
soiland recover Bhoominat-
han's body. Police said he
had died before the rescue
team could reach him. The
body was sent to Govern-
ment Stanley Hospital for
postmortem. Thiruvottiyur
police registered a case and
questioned the other wor-
kers. Further investigation
isunderway.

The campaign will invol-
ve repeated visits by GCC
and Urbaser Sumeet field te-
ams over the 40 days. The te-
ams will reinforce segrega-
tion practices, address imp-
lementation difficulties and
monitor household partici-
pation. Attheend of the cam-
paign, GCC plans to assess
participation, waste collec-
tion  performance and
changes in source-segrega-
tion practices. Poornima K,
aresidentof Adyar, said, “All
houses must use separate
bins for wet and dry waste.
Sometimes, even when we
separate the waste, conser-
vancy workers mix it up.
That shouldn’t happen any-
more.”

THE lb\ll‘-nl INDIA

15th August to 21st August-
WINNERS FROM CHENNAI

A Anandhan | Chrompet
Malathy Siva | Avadi
Gopinath | Chengalpattu
Rahamanoharan | Padi

Jayaraman Rajagopalan |
Velachery

Prakriti K | Chennai

Sridharan Krishnamurthy
Iyer | Chitlapakkam

Mustafa Hussain Bhai
Kutub | 0ld Washermenpet

Venkatesan Jayaraman |
Avadi

Hia Syed | Kelambakkam

Napa Chandrasekhar |
Villivakkam

Corpn clears encroachments
choking Valluvar Kottam path

Times News NETwoRK

Chennai: Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC) carried
out an eviction drive on Vallu-
var Kottam High Road and
surrounding areas on Satur-
day, removing nearly 30 encro-
achments choking footpaths.
This follows a TOI report on
Aug19 highlighting the issue.

GCC zonal officer (zone 9)
Senthilkumaran said, “10 ve-
getable shops, two fruit stalls,
sevenbunks, 15 carts, andseve-
ral crates were removed with
police assistance.” He said ac-
tion will be taken to prevent
their return. The

CLEAN WALKWAY: GCC offlcm!s and police remove stalls

The action comes days af-
ter TOI reported that encro-
achments narrowed footpaths
in Valluvar Kottam, forcing
pedestrians to use carriage-

way
wards 110 and 113, traffic.

covering Valluvar Kottam
High Road, Kodambakkam
High Road, Lake Area First
Main Road, Mahalingapuram
near Loyola College and Tank
Bund Road.

Similarly, following anot-
her TOI report on foul-smel-
ling water and disruption of
Metrowater supply in parts of
Peramburand Anna Nagar, of-
ficialsrectified the issue. They

visited the affected location on
Saturday morning and resol-
ved a water pollution compla-
int on Patel Road, Perambur:
Metrowater officials said
they first identified the source
of pollution. “The water main
was flushed, and the supply
was checked after repair work.
Water supply was restored,
and subsequent quality tes-
ting found the water to be nor-
mal,” they said. Similaraction
was also taken in Anna Nagar:
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and mundu veshti. Everyone also loves
pookalam, so I decided to combine the
two and organise a workshop using
simple, beginner{riendly flower mo-
tifs,” she says. What stood out, she adds,
was that most of those who attended
the workshop were non-Malayalis. “It
has become a form of cultural diffu-
sion,” says Anishma who is planning a
second edition.

Onam is also playing out at a larger
scale in residential complexes. At Casa-
grand Amethyst in Sholinganallur, res-
idents have been celebrating Onam for
the past four years with group dances,
and pookalam competitions, stalls and
games.

Mounika Tula, originally from Tel-
angana, and now a resident of Casa-
grand Amethyst, says, “When we put
out a volunteer request, you would
think Malayalis would be the first to
take initiative, but it’s actually the non-
Malayalis. People from all religions par- R
ticipate too; this festival really brings
everyone together,” she says. At Jains
Inseli in Padur, organisers are trying
to retain the essence of Kerala by con-
ducting traditional games such as vad-
amvali (tug of war), sundarikku pottu

"MEET ISRO’S
MODEL MAN

For four decades,
Ravindranatha
Guptha

has handuafted
miniature
satellites for,
India’s premicr2®
space institutions

Jacob. ia.com

KITS AND CASTS

» Guptha's interest in model making
was nurtured by his father who used
to buy ‘Hobbies Weekly' for him, a
magazine from the UK dedicated to
woodworking and other crafts. His
brother Shantha Narasimha Guptha,
an aeromodeller, supplied him with
imported kits.

» Guptha says his toughest
commission came from BHEL: a
miniature fluidised bed combustion
boiler in pure silver for President R
Venkataraman. Chosen over a
silversmith, Guptha designed the
mould and worked with jeweller

summed up as excelling in studies and

pursuing a corporate career, but for
Ravindranatha Guptha, it is chasing his un-
wavering passion for model making. For four
decades, he has been a pioneer in making
museum-quality miniature models for scien-
tific institutions including Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (Isro), Bharath Heavy
Electricals Limited (BHEL) and the Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy.

“I set up Indian Model Makers from my
Triplicane home in 1981 and approached
Isro,” says the 80-year-old. P D Majumdar,
group director of the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SHAR) in Sriharikota, responded. But
Guptha was given just two days, and his card-

F or most Indians, a life well lived is

Kerala Tourism Development
Corporation (KTDC) is
organising a Payasam Mela
till Aug 26 at Raindrops,
Thousand Lights, including
pineapple payasam, palada,
and ada pradhaman

Non-Malayalis are
embracing Onam
through food, fashion,

games and a Mahabali

thodal (an Indian version of pin the tail
of the donkey), and a payasam cooking
competition. “People from Maharash-

Nathella Sampathu Chetty to cast it.
Mounted on rosewood, the model

in a Porsche

ia.com

n Saturday, King Mahabali

arrived in Chennai not just

with the familiar olakkuda

(traditional palm-leaf um-

brella) and the rhythmic
beats of the chenda melam, but ina con-
voy of supercars, including Audis,
BMWs and Porsches. This unconven-
tional entrance was part of ‘Onamelam’,
organised by Club Anva in collaboration
with FOMO Klub, featuring a fusion of
chenda melam and DJ music, flash mobs,
traditional games, a 24-dish sadhya,
topped with the legendary ‘king’ of On-
am’s arrival.

Founder of Club Anva, Nimalan
Prabha, a Tamilian, says he spent the
past four years celebrating Onam with
his Malayali friends in college. After
graduation, however, his friends got
busy, and many returned to Kerala for

ngg
enters in 'style at Onam celebratlon

the festival. “I was missing celebrating
with them. That's when I decided to or-
ganise Onamelam,” he says.

Gated community feasts and em-
broidery workshops. Strangers’ meets
and market treats. Non-Malayalis
in Chennai are increasingly putting
their own spin on Onam, turning the
community celebration into a festival
across language, region and religion.

Kaatrin Kadhaigal, an event
organiser, for instance, is host-
ing its first Onam-themed
strangers’ meet on Aug 23 at
Backyard. “We have always
been fascinated with Onam.

It has a way of bring-
ing people together
We figured it's a
great way for peo-
ple to celebrate with
friends and strangers.
That'’s the idea behind &
this event,” says Anisha
Maria A, co-founder of
Kaatrin Kadhaigal. Par-
ticipants can meet new people,
play games and listen to music, with
one condition: they must turn up in
mundu or kasavu saree.

Seeing colleges and workplaces
celebrate Onam with increasing
enthusiasm, Anishma Alexen,
founder of embroidery startup
Persis Threads, organised

a pookalam embroidery
workshop last year:

| usually don’t meet many people my age outside

family and work. That changed recently when |
participated at my office’s Onam celebrations. It was my
first one and it gave me an opportunity to get to know £ “Onam has become
people | work with on a more personal level oo ¢, the next big festival in

5 4 ,fv Chennai. In colleges,
- Afra Ibrahim | IT professional, 27 M\, everyone is excited to

wear the kasavu saree

tra, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Odisha
participate in the festivities every year.
It has gone beyond region,” says Harish
K, cultural secretary.
This year, the apartments are ex-
pecting a huge footfall for
their Onam fair that the
sadhya or feast is in slots.
“People are so excited
that we are bringing
in local businesses
from Kerala to set
» up stalls to sell all
=0 things Onam such as
upperi, banana chips
P and Kerala souvenirs,”
he adds.
Meanwhile, the Ma-
dras Kerala Samajam is
organising an Onam Market
with more than 25 stalls at the as-
sociation’s premises. “The market
has savouries, snacks, vegetables, and
handlooms, all sold at nominal rates,”
says Kumbalangad Unnikrishnan,
secretary of Madras Kerala Samajam.
The market is open to all from 9am till
Aug 25. Unnikrishnan says over the
years he has noticed a fascination with
Kerala culture. “People who come to
these stalls are non-Malayalis who are
curious about Kerala’s food and culture
and eager to try new things. They come
and buy things in bulk every year dur-
ing Onam.”

board model disappointed the director.

“I stood my ground and explained that
without a more realistic timeline this was the
best I could do,” says Guptha.

His gamble paid off. Isro gave him four
months to converta 2D schematic of a centri-
fuge into a viable working model. The or-
ganisation provided him with detailed dia-
grams and photos. He measured a single
component and used it as a reference to scale
down the model. Guptha handcrafted the
acrylic model, improvising with household
objects. “A plastic rattle and a kumkumam-
box lid made perfect semi-domes,” he says.

Impressed by the finished model, the direc-
tor ordered four more. Guptha says it laid the
foundation for India’s first space museum at
SHAR in 1981.

Guptha went on to create more than 50
models, including Rohini (RS-1), the first sat-
ellite designed by President A P J Abdul
Kalam. “Thad the pleasure of interacting with
Abdul Kalam when he was heading the De-
fence Research and Development Organisa-
tion. One of my models of the AstroSat satel-
lite was presented to him as a memento by
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research.”

Guptha’s models were showcased in India
and abroad. With each expo, his clientele list
grew. As the orders started rolling in, Guptha
set up a factory in 1987, employing 10 people.
In 2003, he signed a 10-year MoU with Isro to
sellmodels as souvenirs to the public on their
campus in Bengaluru.

featured a so

in others.”

“The greatest reward for me was seeing
the leading scientists fawn over the models
that I created. One even remarked that it
looked like his satellite’s baby,” he says.

Guptha also got the opportunity to work
with Boeing Satellite Development Centre on
aminiature of its ICO F1 satellite. Even after
all these years, Guptha'’s tryst with the cosmos
has not ended. He now sells telescopes and
science kits from his home and organises sci-
ence fairs and expos to get the next generation
interested in science and model building.

“It’s unfortunate that most Indians
go about their lives without ever discovering
the joy of a recreational hobby.
I try to do my part to ignite that passion

lar-powered LED display.

i ~ Anbumani calls for release of

TVK govt has failed to fully waive agr

loans, says former AIADMK minister

Tirupugazh report on ﬂoodlng

Times News NETwoRrk

Trichy: Former ATADMK
minister R Kamaraj on Sa-
turday accused the Tamil
Nadu govt of failing to fully
waive agricultural loans and
alleged that Congress lacked
the will to protect the state’s
waterrightsinthe Mekedatu
issue.

Kamaraj was speaking to
reporters during an Al-
ADMK protest near the MGR
statue at Marakkadai in Tri-
chy where more than 500 peo-
ple, including party functio-

On Mekedatu, R Kamaraj
questioned why the govt
had not convened an
all-party meeting

naries and cadres, participa-
ted in the protest against the
govt handling of agricultu-
ralloan waivers.

“Before the election, the
ruling party made several
promises, including a comp-
lete loan waiver for small
and marginal farmers and a
waiver for those owning mo-

re than five acres. But after
coming to power, the condi-
tions were changed. Thisisa
deceptive announcement,”
Kamarajsaid.

He demanded that the
govt fully implement its elec-
tion promise and waive agri-
culturalloans. “Farmers’ as-
sociations are staging pro-
tests. Their demands must
bemetimmediately,” hesaid.

On Mekedatu, Kamaraj
questioned why the govt had
not convened an all-party
meeting.

“Congress party is in po-

wer in Karnataka, and its
members are ministers in
Tamil Nadu. They could spe-
ak to their party leadership
to find a solution, but they
lack the will to do so,” he sa-
id.

Kamaraj also criticised
the behaviour of the legisla-
tors in the assembly.

“During the AIADMK
Amma regime, the assembly
was like atemple. Entering it
broughta sense of peace. Ho-
wever, the current situation
ischaotic, witheveryonespe-
akingoutof turn,” hesaid.
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Times News NETWORK

Chennai: PMK president An-
bumani Ramadoss on Satur-
day questioned the TVK
govt’s reluctance to release
the Tirupugazh committee
report on measures to pre-
vent flooding in Chennai.
Anbumani said there was
no reason to keep under
wraps a report prepared with
public funds. “TVK govt sho-
uld have said that DMK was
wrong in not releasing the re-
port and that it would be rele-
ased immediately,” he said.

Tirupugazh committee,
headed by former NDMA ad-
ditional secretary K Tirupu-
gazh, was constituted in Nov
2021 following the devastating
Chennai floods. It submitted
an interim report in May 2022
and its final report on March
14, 2023, after 17 months of fi-
eld studies and data analysis.
The report contained 161 re-
commendations, Anbumani
said, adding that DMK govt
had claimed that 101 of them
had been implemented witho-
ut making details public.

With the northeast mon-

soon about two months away,
Anbumani urged chief mini-
ster C Joseph Vijay to release
the report immediately and
implement its recommenda-
tionstoprevent Chennaifrom
facing another major flood.

Revenue and disaster ma-
nagement minister K A Seng-
ottaiyan recently told the As-
sembly that state govt had
constituted a seven-member
expert panel headed by com-
missioner of revenueadmini-
stration N Muruganandam to
recommend flood-prevention
measures.

2 TN teachers to get
national award; CM

Police foil
illegal auto,
bike race;
3 arrested

Ahamed. com

imesofi com

Chennai: Three men were
arrested after police foiled
an auto-rickshaw and mo-
torcycle race on the Madu-
ravoyal-Tambaram 200 Feet
Road near the Porur toll ga-
te in the early hours of Sa-
turday. The arrested were
identified as Murugan, 38,
who was driving the auto-
rickshaw, and Arunpatsa,
26, and Karthik, 26, who we-
re travelling on the motor-
cycle.

Acting on information
that an auto-rickshaw race
had been organised at mid-
night, a police team led by
inspector ~Chandramouli
conducted surveillance ne-
ar the Porur toll gate. Police
found more than eight auto-
rickshaws and two-whee-
lers assembled near the
upper portion of Porur La-
ke for therace.

When policereached the
spot, the participants at-
tempted toflee in their vehi-
cles. The traffic police cha-
sed them and seized an au-
to-rickshaw and a motorcy-
cle.

The three men and the
seized vehicles were han-
ded over to Avadi Traffic In-
vestigation Police. A case
was registered against
them and the accused were
produced before the Poona-
mallee court.

Madurai: Two teachers from
Madurai and Tenkasi dis-
tricts—J Amutha of PM Shri
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Thiru-
parankundram, and Thanga-
raj of panchayat union pri-
mary school at Puliyampatti
— have been selected for Na-
tional Teacher Award to be
conferred by President Drou-
padi Murmu. Congratulating
both in an X post, CM C Jo-
seph Vijay also extended Tea-
chers’ Day greetings to them.

Amutha, at present ser-
ving as principal of the KV,
has more than 22 years of tea-
ching experience. She had
aspired to join defence servi-
ces and was an NCC cadet du-
ring her student days.

“T am a workaholic by na-
ture. Whenever an opportuni-
ty comes, I make most of it by
learning and growing thro-
ugh experience,” Amutha
told TOL She said teaching
hasalwaysbeen apassionand
that she approached the pro-
fession with a strong sense of
service. She has been actively
involved in NCC and Bharat
Scouts and Guides in the scho-
ol. Under her leadership, the
school adopted panchayat
union schools to share lear-
ning practices and educatio-
nal opportunities available at
KVs. The school also exten-
ded support to an old-age ho-
me through service initiati-

congratulates them

AWARDEES: (Left) J Amutha,
and Thangaraj

ves. “Isee thisachievement as
the result of doing even smal-
lest tasks with sincerity and
dedication.Idedicate thissuc-
cess tomy parents,” she said.

Thangaraj said he intro-
duced activity-based, “joyful
learning”  techniques to
strengthen foundational Ta-
mil, English, and mathema-
ticsliteracy among first-gene-
ration rural learners. “Vege-
tables grown in the garden
are utilized for nutritious me-
al scheme. Four ministers
from among students have be-
en appointed for this initiati-
ve. Minister of agriculture
provided training to enhance
the garden and boost produc-
tion. Minister of education
monitors students’ activities,
helping to improve their ad-
ministrative skills,” he ad-
ded.

He dedicated the award to
hisparents, wife, family, head-
masters, and students.
AMMK leader T'TV Dhinaka-
ran said the recognition was
further honour to TN’s educa-
tional excellence and the enti-
reteaching community”

- 4 people held for
- murder of youth
over relationship

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Four people have
beenarrestedsofarinconnec-
tion with the murder of a 22-
year-old person over a rela-
tionship issue at Thaiyur ne-
ar Kelambakkam.

The deceased, Praveen Ku-
mar of Chinnamma Nagar,
Thaiyur, had been in a rela-
tionship with a woman from
the same locality for three ye-
ars. Her family opposed there-
lationship.

On Aug 16, a group of men
attacked Praveen with mache-
tes near his house. He was ad-
mitted to a private hospital in
Kelambakkam and later shif-
ted to Rajiv Gandhi Govt Ge-
neral Hospital, where he died
on Aug20.

Police ruled out an honour
killing angle in the murder
and said they have arrested S
Ezhumalai, 43, his son E Gow-
tham, 18, and M Nandhees, 18,
and RManikandan, 32. E Gow-
tham was arrested on Friday.
All four were remanded in ju-
dicial custody:

Two killed in
bike collision
near Tiruttani

Chennai: Two youths werekil-
led and two others injured after
two motorcycles collided on
Chennai-Tirupati ~ National
Highway near Tiruttani in the
early hours of Saturday.

The deceased were identifi-
ed as Tharun, 21, of Tiruttani
and Sanjeevi Raman, 31 of
Chromepet. Tharun was ri-
ding with his friend Kumar, 24,
of Medinapuram, towards Ti-
ruttani from Tiruvallur when
their bike collided head-on
with another bike of Sanjeevi
Raman coming in the opposite
direction towards Chennai
from Tiruttani.

The accident occurred at
Lakshmapuram village near
Tiruttani.

The impact threw both bi-
kers off their motorcycles.
Tharun and Sanjeevi Raman
died at the spot. Surya, 24, and
Naveen Kumar, who were tra-
velling on another motorcycle,
suffered injuries. They were ta-
ken to Govt Hospital in Tirutta-
niinalo8ambulance.
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Tambaram choked by lack of parking norms

File Photo

Visitors Park On
Busy Stretches,
Outside Homes

Christopher.M@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tambaram has ex-
panded rapidly in recent years,
driven by real estate growth
and ITrelated development.
But parking infrastructure has
not kept pace. From East Tam-
baram to Selaiyur and West
Tambaram, visitors park along
busy stretches and outside resi-
dential areas, while commerci-
al establishments have turned
publicspaces into informal par-

king lots. This lack of parking
policy —despite having around
580 roads, including nearly 200
majorstretches—leaves carsli-
ning up on streets around Tam-
baram'’s commercial hubs, ea-
ting into road space meant for
traffic and pavements meant

DK sues publisher,
seeks damages for
misquoting Periyar

Sureshkumar.K
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Periyar Self Re-
spect Propaganda Institution
has moved Madras high court
seeking 1 crore in damages
against authors of a book on
delimitation, alleging that
they have wrongly attributed
certain statements to Periyar
inthe publication.

Admitting the plea on Fri-
day, Justice Govindarajan Thi-
lakavadi directed the authors
Gautam R Desiraju, Deekhit
Bhattacharya, and publisher
BluOne Ink Pvt Ltd, Noida to
respond to the suit by Sept 9.

AccordingtoK Veeramani,
president of Dravidar Kazha-
gam and secretary of the insti-
tution, the book titled ‘Delimi-
tation and State Reorganisa-
tion for Better Democracy in
Bharat’ contains false claims
that Periyar had advocated the
elimination of Brahmins.

Veeramani said the aut-
hors have claimed to have re-
produced a passage from an

English book titled ‘Collected
‘Works of Periyar’published in
1981, while factually no such
statement was there in the
compilation. “Tt is an intentio-
nal, willful, malicious state-
ment made by the authors,
which is not only defamatory,
but also attracts criminal pro-
secution,” hesaid.

At no point in his life did
Periyar advocate violence or
hatred against any communi-
ty. The manufactured quota-
tion reflects a deliberate at-
tempt by theauthors to promo-
te propaganda aligned with
contemporary political narra-
tives, falsely attributing them
to ‘Collected Works of Periy-
ar’, hesaid.

He added that actions of
the authors are nothing but
propaganda material advan-
ced to satisfy the unconstitu-
tional programs of BJP govt.
Therefore, he wanted the court
to direct the authors and pub-
lishertoremovethealleged de-
famatory content from the bo-
ok and ban the publication.

‘Below

Ahamed.

K Antony Xavier

Madurai: ‘Below Madurai’ is
the original Tamil Nadu, and
Western Ghats is the cradle of
earlier settlers and civiliza-
tion, said Dr R M Pitchappan,
advisor to ancient DNA pro-
ject, and former head, School
of Biological Sciences, Madu-
rai Kamaraj University
(MKU), in Madurai on Satur-
day.

Ataseminar commemora-
ting the 25 years since he iden-
tified the ancient M130 Y-chro-
mosome geneticlineage, he sa-
id the Kothayar dam region,
home to lion-tailed macaques
and paliyar tribes, retains an-
cient genetic signatures that
appear to have originated aro-
und Kanyakumari. These gra-

25 YEARS SINCE DISCOVERY:
Dr R M Pitchappan (right) who
discovered the M130 Y-chromo-
some and Dr Virumandi (left)
who has the chromosome

dually spread northward
across Tamil Nadu, radiating
signatures from upwards of
Cape Comorin (Kanyakuma-
ri). Ancient genes were denser
there and spreading when it

Salem women launch
eco-friendly sanitary
napkin startup

Senthil. Kumaran
@timesofindia.com

Salem: A group of women at
Thathampatty in Salem dis-
trict has launched a startup
manufacturing eco-friendly
sanitary napkins, offering a
natural alternative to conven-
tional plastic-based products.
A M Shudhagar

HIGHER ABSORPTION LEVELS

The startup is spearhea-
ded by Saranya Gopinath who
turned her personal struggle
with skin irritation and ras-
hes caused by commercial
pads into an entrepreneurial
mission. “After experimen-
ting with hand-stitched cotton
prototypes at home and recei-
ving encouraging feedback, 1
formalised theideaintoabusi-
ness venture,” Saranya says.

The production process re-
lies on natural raw materials,
including cassava flour, malai
vembu (Melia dubia) and me-

dicinal herbs, all free from
synthetic components. Busi-
ness growth partner S Thara-
geshwari says using cassava
and malai vembu results in a
much higher level of absorp-
tion, keeping the surface dry
for longer. “By avoiding the
moisture buildup seen in plas-
tic products, we control the en-
vironment where bacteria ty-
pically grow, eliminating it-
chingandrashes,” she says.
Beyond production, the
women are determined to bre-
ak the stigma surrounding
menstruation by fostering
open dialogue in the commu-
nity They emphasise that
menstruation must be recog-
nised as a normal biological
process, notataboo subject.
The startup hasalsoraised
a demand to the central and
state govts to remove the 18%
GST levied on raw materials
such as processed cassava and
malai vembu, pointing out
that while sanitary napkins
are GST-exempt, the tax on in-
puts inflates production costs.
“If the GST is waived off, the
costof thenapkins could bere-
duced gradually,” Saranya sa-
ys. She has urged the state to
extend subsidisedloans under
govt schemes, saying the sup-
port will enable many women
tostart similar initiatives.

Applications invited for cracker units

Madurai: In a release, Madurai police have invited applications
from traders seeking temporary licences to operate firecracker
shops for Diwali this year. Eligible applicants must submit the form
by Sept 20 afternoon, with an NOC from fire and rescue services, a
shop blueprint indicating two exit doors, a 50m radius site plan, the
corporation’s D&O trade receipt, property tax receipts, a notarised
rental agreement on 100 stamp paper if leased, a sworn affidavit, ID
proof, site photos , and anon-refundable application fee of @,000. Ty

for pedestrians.

During visits to East Tam-
baram, Selaiyur and West Tam-
baram, TOI found at least 20
cars parked on the pavements.
Along GST Road near Tamba-
ram bus terminus, an extended
bus bay is used as a paid par-

king lot by a private hospital.
While major corridors such as
GST Road, Velachery-Tamba-
ram Road, Medavakkam Tank
Road and Perumbakkam High
Road are maintained by high-
ways department, officials said
roadside parking and encro-
achments within city limits is
thelocal body’s responsibility.
Tambaram  corporation
commissioner S Balachander
said the civic body faced const-
raints in identifying dedicated
land. “We have been organising
encroachment clearance dri-
vesandaretryingtocreateawa-
reness and regulate parking in
areas where public gatheringis
high. The corporation has pro-
posed a 2 crore smart road

project for new pavements, un-
derground cabling and relaid
roads,” hesaid.

Urban planner S Naveen sa-
id Tambaram should adopt a
parking framework rather
than treating it as an isolated
problem. “Tambaram should
map high-demand areas, fix
parking fees, monitor residen-
tial streets and penalise encro-
achments. Revenue should be
reinvested in multi-level par-
king, footpaths and transport
connectivity,” he said. M Gand-
hi, president, Pallavaram Resi-
dents Welfare Association, said
roadside encroachments by ea-
teries have made the situation
worse, and that traffic police ra-
rely takeaction.

ot
INLIGHT OF AUG 11 FIREIN TRI

ICHY: The horticulture department has issued an advisory to ba-
nanafarmersin Trichy —where the plantsare cultivated on around 12,000 acres—cautioning
them against the heightened risk of fire spread during the ongoing drought and intense heat.
Officials urged cultivators to avoid burning agricultural waste and to follow precautionary
measurestoprotect their crops. The warningfollows an incident near Kumaravayalur village
onAugllwhenafiredestroyedabout2,000bananatreesand2,000casuarinasticks usedforsup-
port. Twenty firemen were needed to extinguish the blaze, leaving farmers with losses of sev-
eral lakhs of rupees. Instead of burning, the department recommended composting crop re-
sidues, and said that losses from such man-made fires are not eligible for compensation under
the disaster management fund

Enquiries: 9582-123-456
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Two killed after
bike hits railing
in Madurai

wo men, M Pandidurai, 22,
and M Muneeswarar, 21,
both of Virudhunagar district,

were killed after their two-
wheeler collided with a
roadside railing near Chinna
Udaippu village in Madurai
district on Saturday. Police said
they were travelling to attend a
temple festival at their native
place on Saturday morning,
when their vehicle rammed into
aroadside steel railing. Both
Pandidurai and Muneeswarar
died on the spot. Police sent
the bodies to Government
Rajaji Hospital for postmortem.

Deer dies after being hit by vehicle
on Trichy-Thanjavur nat’l highway

male deer died after it was hit by an unidentified vehicle on

Trichy-Thanjavur national highway near the govt ITI at
Thiruverumbur on Friday evening. Residents found the deer dead
near the median of the highway and alerted the forest
department, who recovered the carcass. Officials said the deer
could have come from Bhel Park and wandered onto the highway
when it was hit. Forest and police officials inspected the spot and

initiated an inquiry.

202kg of ganja seized in Kovali, 2 held

oimbatore police seized 202kg of ganja and arrested two

men in separate anti-narcotic operations on Friday. In the
first incident, Periyanaickenpalayam police apprehended C
Chiranjeevi, 39, near Karumathampatti and recovered 181kg of
contraband. In the second incident, Kovilpalayam police
conducted vehicle checks and arrested M Nandhakumar, 21,
after seizing about 21kg of ganja. Both men have been booked
under relevant sections of the NDPS Act and remanded in

judicial custody.

came upwards. The seminar
was titled “Tamil Nadu Gene-
tic Studies: Anthropological
and Archaeological Perspecti-
ves’.

Pitchappan said the Cen-
tral Asian gene poolmigration
was present only in the nort-
hern belt, and if at all it came
over down, it was through
brahminical spread. We can
see the ancient Tamil signatu-
res down south, he said.

“Most scientists working
on the genome study in India
don't know population gene-
tics; they don’t know caste na-
mes. Without knowing these,
it's akin to comparing an elep-
hant to a tiger; and that’s what
they are doing,” he added. He
said Andamanese were nomo-

Madurai’ lies original TN: MKU ex-prof

reIndians, asithasbeenalong
time since they left India on
the basis of genetic identifica-
tion.

“We studied 250 people
from three groups — pirama-
lai kallar, yadavas, and sou-
rashtrians — and found the
M130 gene by accident. We just
kept walking and stumbled
upon it, and it turned out to be
a gold mine rather than a
rock,” said Pitchappan.

DrRVirumandi,a‘carrier’
of M130, Jeyakumar, former
professor at Tanjavur Tamil
University, Rajamanickam, a
former associate professor,
and Selva Perumal, former he-
ad of anthropology depart-
mentat Pondicherry Universi-
ty, were present at the event.

Tasmac fraud
case: Senthilbalaji
appears for probe

Chennai: Former minister V
Senthilbalaji appeared before
DVAC in Alandur on Saturday
for questioning in connection
with a case involving alleged
irregularities in Tasmac. In-
vestigators questioned him
on the alleged irregularities,
documents collected during
the searches and his links
with the other accused.

The DVAC FIR names Sen-
thilbalaji, threeof hisassocia-
tes, former Tasmac managing
director S Vishakan, and for-
mer senior regional mana-
gers Rama Durai and Panne-
erselvam. On July 29, DVAC
teams conducted searches at
41locations. TNN

TACT to govt: Halt
TNPDCL's deposit
collection drive

Aishwarya.S@timesofindia.com

Coimbatore: Tamil Nadu As-
sociation of Cottage and Mi-
cro Enterprises (TACT) has
urged electricity minister R
Nirmalkumar to put on hold
TNPDCL's ongoing drive to
collect additional security de-
posits from micro and small
enterprises, citing severe fi-
nancial stress on the sector.

In a petition, TACT Coim-
batore district president Ja-
mes said TNPDCL is issuing
notices demanding that con-
sumers pay a security deposit
for 2026-27 of two-thirds of the
electricity charges paid in
2025-26, warning that power
connections would be discon-
nected for non-compliance.
Healleged that entrepreneurs
are being asked to clear addi-
tionalamounts.

James said MSMEs are
grappling with high power ta-
riffs, rising raw material
costs, industrial taxes, infla-
tion and inadequate pricing
for finished goods, and that
the sudden enforcement of a
practice “not followed for the
past 12 years” would push
small units into deeper crisis.

‘There should not be any distinction
between north and south Indians’

Times News NETwork

Trichy: Former President Ram Nath Kovind,
whoisonatwo-day trip to Tamil Nadu, visited
Trichy on Saturday and paid his respects to
Perumpidugu Mutharaiyar (Swarnamaran)
atthe memorialhallnear Central bus stand.
After paying homage, Kovind told repor-
ters, “I take great pride in having paid my re-
spects to the statue of Perumpidugu Swarna-
maran. He was a great emperor who provided
excellent governance in thisregion centuries
ago. Our country has had many such great
emperors, and no king should be associated
with caste, religion or language. They are all

guidinglightsforus.”

Kovind said the progress enjoyed by the
current generations isaresult of the pathsla-
id by such historical figures. He also recalled
his association with Vice-President C P Rad-

T0!

2 DAYS IN TAMIL NADU: Former
Nath Kovind pays respects to Mutharaiyar in Trichy

(] ﬂ!w

resident Ram

hakrishnan and said he has several friends in
Tamil Nadu. “There should not be any dis-
tinction as North or South Indians. AsfarasI
am concerned, we are all Indians,” he said.
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DMK caps age of district secretaries
at 70, limits tenure to three terms

Stalin urges DMK to win back youth,
women; promises strong comeback

Chennai: DMK president M K Stalin on Saturday urged party
members to regain the confidence of youths and women and
continue working for the public even while in opposition. “We
are specialists in making a comeback. We will make a strong

TIMES REGION

Sanatana Dharma

Choose between
R on oot o  Left and officials,
held stir quashed CPM t ell S Vl] ay

Madurai: Madras high court
sion. Terming the tahsildar’s

has quashed the FIR regis-
tered against students who
protested against the conduct action illegal, Shanmugam
of the Sanatana Dharma era- said transferring the official
dication conference in Madu- ry P Shanmugam on Satur- toChennaicould not be consi-
raidistrictin2023. day alleged a possible Centre-  dered sufficientaction.
state conspiracy to target Left Speaking to reporters at
parties, citing a govtdirective ~ BalanTllam, CPI state secreta-

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: CPM state secreta-

At Bringing In
More Youths

The court was hearing a
petition filed by M Senthoor-

Times News NETWORK 5 S s 2 ¥ 5 s velanseekingtoquashthe FIR against students participa- ryM Veerapandiansoughtan
ggﬁgﬁ:‘;’ H?é:'thﬁ S?Illdc'lvr hnlileaz;ddressmg theparty’sexecutive registered against him by Tal- ting in protests organised by  explanation from the chief se-

Chennai: In a major organi- SR g snnat. z | s ¢ lakulam police. them and the Gujiliamparai cretary over his directive to
sational overhaul following He criticised party functionaries for failing to nurture : The petitioner, along with tahsildar’s move to collect de-  prevent students from joining
its setback in the 2026 assem- cigﬁf;ggg?&fﬁ;s:dsﬁ ﬁﬁﬁggﬁﬁg&gig&?&ﬁlﬁé seven others bel&ngi.ug to a tails of Left functionaries in  protests organised by Left
bly polls, DMK on Saturday g young 8 : students’association, are said Dindigul district. parties. “These kinds of out-

and guided. “If you stop others from growing to your level, you
will beleftalone,” Stalin said.

He added that a district could not be strengthened by rely-
ingsolely on one district secretary, just as an assembly constit-
uency could not be won merely because its MLA was strong.
“Seniors welcoming and guiding young people who join the
ranksisthesign of a strongorganisation,” hesaid.

DMK must openly acknowledge its mistakes instead of at-

capped the maximum age of
district secretaries at 70 and
limited their tenure to three
terms. The move is expected
to see several former mini-
sters, including E V Velu,
Anitha R Radhakrishnan, S

i to have blocked the road and
: caused public inconvenience.
i The petitioner’s counsel how-
: ever submitted that the pet-
i itioner, beinga student of law,
: had peacefully protested in
i front of the conference hall.

Addressing a protest in
Chennai, Shanmugam refer-
red to Prime Minister Na-
rendraModi’srecentremarks
about “dimagi (intellectual)
naxals” and questioned whet-
her the state and Union govts

dated colonial practices sho-
uldn’t be allowed. Since ta-
king up arms during the free-
dom struggle, Left parties ha-
ve been contributing to
strengthening and nurturing
the democracy. Our students

‘HISTORIC STEP’: DMK presn:lent M K Stalin addresses the party's
executive committee meeting at party headquarters on Saturday

trict units will be increased
from the existing 77 to110.

chayat, town and areasecreta-
ries will have an age cap of 60

Muthusamy, S Regupathy and District executive com- and a two-term limit, while t¥ibuting the sethack to exterfial Factors, Stalin said, addin i Govt advocate submitted that wereactinginconcertagainst —are present in universities
R Gandhi, lose their party mittee meetings will be held wardsecretariesmustbe50or that the gart Wouldsoon latndhatresh m'embershi d}ive folg- : though the chargesheet was the Left. “This creates suspi- across the country. A year is
posts. to finalise the union, town, youngerand canserveamaxi- patty D 2 i ready, it has not been filed be- cionwhetherthecircularsare  not enough to complete a he-

lowed by intra-party elections at all levels. Some of the pro-

nivmiof w0 feems. rion'se: posed changes would be “stringent” and “bitter” for some func-

The decision was taken at  area and ward-level structu- : forethecourtsofar part of a Centre-state conspi- adcount,” hesaid.

a meeting of the party’s ex- reswithin afortnight. “Party  cretaries will also be capped tionaries, but they are necessary, he said. : Justice R Vijayakumar ob- racy,” hesaid. “Many writers, poets, acti-
ecutive committee atitshead- leadership was very aggressi- at60and limited totwo terms, : i ¥ - TN : served that there is no allega- Shanmugam asked chief  vists and intellectuals sub-
quarterson Saturday. Theme-  ve in reducing the age limit.  with one union unit for every i tion of damage to public prop- minister C Joseph Vijaytode-  scribe to an ideology that qu-
eting was chaired by former The age criteria were fixed 30,000 voters. trict-level functionaries. It la- remains strongfor thenext50 : erty. In such circumstances, cidewhetherhe wanted offici-  estions oppression. We su-
chief minister and DMK pre- following complaints recei- The age and tenure rest- ter constituted a 10-member years. Discussions are under : continuation of criminal pro- alstorunthegovtor continue  spect that a powerful political

sident M K Stalin. Under the
new arrangement, there will
be one organisational district
forevery two assembly consti-
tuencies, based on revenue
districts. The number of dis-

force is behind these circu-
lars. The chief minister sho-
uld intervene instead of re-
maining silent and clarify his
stand,” Veerapandian later
told TOI, demanding a probe
against the chief secretary.

A Plha

ved from cadres and the pub-
lic, both online and offline,” a
senior DMK leader said.
Branch secretaries will be
limited to two terms and must
be aged 45 or below. Town pan-

rictionsare part of the DMK's
effort to induct younger lea-
ders and overhaul its organi-
sation. The party had formed
a 38-member team to collect
feedback from cadres and dis-

committee headed by former
minister Thangam Thenna-
rasu to recommend structu-
ral changes based on the feed-
back. “This is a historic step
and will ensure that the party

way onrepresentationfor wo- : ceedings would be anabuse of
men and members of back- : process of law. The other ac-
ward communities, and this  cused also stand on the same
canbeexpectedsoon,”former : footing as the petitioner, the
MLA N Ezhilan told repor- : judge observed and quashed
ters. : theFIR. Tnn

in office with the support of
the Left parties. He demanded
the removal of chief secreta-
ry M Sai Kumar and questio-
ned the extension of the offi-
cer’s tenure after his appoint-
ment by the Election Commis-

Senthilbalaji accuses ministers
of evading questlons in assembly

ting figures from the recent-
ly released white paper on
the power sector. The docu-
ment, he said, recorded the
replacement of 99,000 trans-
formers and a reduction in
the electricity department’s
annual debt from %14,500 cro-
re in 2020-21 to ¥933 crore in
2025-26. “The electricity mi-
nister has listed the achieve-
ments of the DMK govt inthe
white paper. But in the as-
sembly, he is trying to create

4 schoolboys hand
over cash bag to
cops, honoured

Madurai: Four schoolboys
from Nelpettai found a bag con-
taining¥33,710in cash onthero-
ad and promptly handed it over
to the police. Police commissio-
ner S Rajendiran awarded
them certificates on Saturday.
R Mohamed Thoufik, a
Class VII student, M Moham-
med Asharaf, S Mohammed
Aajith,and MMohamed Aslam
of ClassIX, went to buy jerseys
from Simmakkal on Friday
night, when they found the bag
near Old Sokkanadhar Temp-

[aw minister: Tahsildar
issued circular without
collector’s knowledge

uals have approached these
issues incorrectly,” he added.

On the circular restrict-
ing student protests, Nirmal-
kumar said the state govt did
notagree with themove. “The
chief minister will take ac-
tion after holding consulta-
tions,” he said.

The minister also linked
difficulties in higher educa-

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: Former DMK mi-
nister V Senthilbalaji on Sa-
turday accused the TVK govt
of turning the assembly into
a platform for political con-
frontation, alleging that mi-
nisters were evading ques-
tions from the opposition
and resorting to provocative
remarks instead of provi-
ding answers. He also dared
the govttofileany number of

Times News NETwoRrk
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RIGHT TO PROTEST: CPM state secretary P Shanmugam alleged
a possible Centre-state conspiracy to target Left parties

226.5L extorted from West Bengal
garment merchant in Coimbatore

Coimbatore: Police on Fri-

Madurai: Responding to
questions on recent govt cir-
culars, including one seeking
details of CPTand CPM mem-
bers inDindiguldistrict, min-
isterforenergyresourcesand
law R Nirmalkumar said the
Gujiliamparai tahsildar had
issued it without the collec-

‘PEOPLE ARE WATCHING’

Senthilkumar Periyasamy as-

cases against the opposition, where the remaining 20 ca- an impression that nothing le. They handed over the bagto @ tor’sknowledge. tion administration to the : dayregisteredanextortionca- ked for a loan of  crore,
saying it was prepared to fa- me from. The minister did happened during the DMK a nearby flower vendor who “The tahsildar issued the role of governorsinuniversi- : se against a 10amember gang  which Rana turned down. Ra-
cethemlegally. not answer. Instead, they re- rule,” hesaid. suggested they keep the money. circular out of personal ani- ties. “By Jan, there willbeno : thathelda West Bengal-based na later returned to Coimba-

Referringtohisexchange sorted to diversionary tac- Meanwhile, Nirmalku- ‘When they refused, he tried to : mosity. He is due to retire in  vice-chancellors in any uni- : garment wholesaler, Y Debjit  tore with two friends. On Aug

sixmonths. Action was taken
against him immediately and
further measures have also
been recommended,” he told
reporters after areview meet-
ing with officials in Madurai
on Saturday. “The govt hasno
suchintention. A few individ-

Rana, 25, at a hotel and extor-
ted 226.54lakh and valuables.
Two months ago, Rana
connected with Anand Ku-
mar, who claimed torun a gar-
ment business in Tirupur
They meton July 5 in Coimba-
tore, where Anand’s associate

17, Anand, Senthilkumar and
eight others arrived in two ve-
hicles, held the trio at knifepo-
int and assaulted them, for-
cing them to transfer ¥26.54
lakh. The gang robbed them
of a gold ring and two phones
before abandoning them. mn

with electricity minister R
Nirmalkumar over missing
hard disks during the de-
mand for grants for the de-
partment, Senthilbalaji sa-
id, “Iasked how 38 hard disks
were recovered when only 18
were reported missing and

s TIMES S
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tics and provocative re-
marks. People are watching,
and they will give them a fit-
ting reply at an appropriate
time.”

Senthilbalaji also ques-
tioned the govt’s criticism of
the previous DMK govt, ci-

mar told reporters in Madu-
rai that legislators were be-
ing given ample time toraise
issues in the assembly. As-
sembly sessions are now
held until 7pm, instead of en-
ding at 2pm as they did earli
er,hesaid.

intimidate them. But they took
the money to a nearby traffic
police officer, Pandiyarajan,
who appreciated them and bo-
ught them jerseys.

Thilagar Thidal police are
trying to trace the owner of the
money. TNy

Q) lmate@%

Love finds its match.

versity. There are several ad-
ministrative problems and
wearetryingtorectify them,”
hesaid.

“Only if colleges are
brought under the state’s au-
thority can we have full con-
trol,” hesaid.
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BEAUTIFUL M_Arch girl,
1995,5'6" Army officer 's
daughter mother sister doctors
,secks upper caste, well
qualified match.Contact

GENERAL

BENGALI )

“NO DOWRY
GENERAL ¢ [l N / §

46 /59" tall khatri punjabi

XWANTED BRIDESY

“VAGARWAL-BISA Y+

SM4 well-settled Garg 30
yrs/5'7"/M.Tech/IIT/SW
Engg./Bengl'ru, 50 LPA. Sccks
edu., prof qualified bride,
preferably working in Bengl'ru
or willing to relocate. Delhi
settled family # 8796853215

29/ 5'10 B.Tech-1IT MBA-IIM
wrkin with MNC 1Cr+ Fa
Indstrlst Caste no bar. No De.
mand Rich Fmly # 9826502693
Em: bdmatj@gmail.com

IYER ASHTASAHS Kasyb
divorcee, Barani 40/180, double
Masters (India, US) Ph.D
(thesis, Germany) Employed
Germany seeks qualified
unmarried, divorcee short
lived marriage No issues bride
from Brahmin only,Employed
Europe or Indian willing
relocation Germany

Ct:94445 51216 / 81228 92822

MBAI working boy,
32/ 5'11" BE (Mech), MS (Ship
Designing Sweden). Teetotal-
ler, Vegetarian, Faihil

uparin, MP Based, bater
Rétired GM Electrical Trom
Hyderabad _Settled
professionally  qual-
ified (Hindi Brahmin) work-
ing girl. Contact A Shukla
9550423808 / 9490491735

ALLIANCE invited for USA-
based, 31/5'11", MS (Finance),
H-1B, well-settled finance
professional from a reputed
Sanadya Brahmin family.
Seeking educated, compatible
bride, preferably USA-based or
willing to relocate. Contact:
9425093237

9 o\

ALLIANCE invited frm
girls of any State for our son
1988 B.Com MBA 63"
b-ness in pondicher
ing good income

divorcee wants good looking
fair bride cast no bar contact
9554222279

7 AGARWAL =

SMART Gupta (Vaishya)
35/5'8" MBA 53LPA Associate
Director Analytics working in
Banglore UP Based family
seeks Bride MBA, B.Tech.
Contact- 9415558354, 7897279751

PUNE bsd Jain H'som Nov'93
55" BE MBA (SIBM), wkg MNC
50Lpa, affluent, edu fmly. Seeks
working Professional compatib
le girl,Pref veg. Wap 9623445696

\"BY PROFESSION- |

WANTED BRIDE

35 Year 0ld
Brahmin Boy.
Management Graduate
from World's best
Management College.
University Topper &
Record Holder.
Managing
Big Family Business.
Belongs to Central India

Mob.: 9183128845
" KAYASTHA (4

ALLIANCE Invited for a
well-settled, handsome, pro-

ful, well'educated, cultured
girl, preferably doctor/ profe-
ssional, from a respectable
family. 9425393182,9669664560

U™ CHRISTIAN )4

RC Bachelor 6ft, 39,
Settled in Chennai
loo] for suitable
match. Please contact
no. 9830647798

SAXENA Feb91/5%" B.Tech
M.S. USA working S/W

USA Family ha:ed in Luck-
now

Qlfd amart Lul W 9415\.03131

. Brahmin groom, 35
5'8",self employed,
based

o5 _TAMIL
S THEVAR G2C

HINDU/THEVAR, Star-
Revathi, Lagnam- Meenam /
MBBS from Govt. Medical
College, Now pursuing M.S -
Ophthalmology 2nd year with
Rama Medical College, Kanpur,
33Yrs / 180 cm , was working
with Govt. Railway Hospital at
Mumbai, from Metropolitan,
Affluent family. Seeks MBBS
Bride, Never Married, from
Thevar/ Maravar / Agamu
daiyar from Respectable, Elite
Family. Contact: 9869164779 /
9821311011

stable,own

CASTENO BA|

SM4 BTech, M.S (USA),
MBA (IIM) handsome
height 5 ft 10" Jan1995
born Industrialist settled
in Nagpur from a reputed
family. Looking for edu-

cated and cultured match
from similar background.

Ph +91 96657 73285

HINDU, 6 ft, never married,
1986 born, MS from US, Sr. Mgr
in reputed MNC. Seeking well-
educated, family loving girl w/
‘modern outlook, strong values,
willing to relocate globally.
Caste no bar. Contact
9650336610

1984 Born Unmarried,
Working looking for a simple
person wiling to stay with the
family in Coimbatore. Ct:
9489603438

RELIGION
NO BAR ¢

37/ Unmarried Boy

B.tech IIT MBA IIM \Vnrkmg
MNC 60 LPA Father Business-
man Caste No Bar Affluent
family. 9009486689, 9407932961

ENGINEER Pvt Goa 1L/pm
44/5'8" Seeks fair Girl No
Expectations First/wid. WA-

PQM for 34 years, 6 feet,
handsome punjabi
saraswat Brahmin boy
working in MNC in
Bengaluru . Salary 48+ lac
pa. Caste no bar. 7489778004

SM for Jatav,B.Tech,M.Des.35/
59", working Car Designer Pune
Seeks wrkg girl, Father Retd Sr.
Govt. Officer and Mother Retd.
Gazetted Ofcr Delhi based well
settled Family. (M) 9868114378

GROOM,36,6'1", B.Tech.
PGDM (IIM C) Director,
Flipkart, Bengaluru. Educated
family from Noida. Seeking
b'ful working bride. Contact:
+91 98104 90139/80773 39757

SM4 Del NCR based Nov 87/
57", BA, LLB, LLM In-house
Counsel in top MNC 25 plus Ipa
seeks biful well educated. Wapp
profile with pics 7838416665

ESTD:1998 For Elite profiles
both INDIA/ NRI, First/
Second marriages. Contact
Ushodhaya on whatsapp
9611919477,

USA bsd'MBADrlegr'grldgupta
boy34/6'VicePresident,JP'Morg
anBank'NewYork'2er MBADuk
e,Comput EngToronto,DoonSch
‘ling fathTAS, del'ncr-9971790446

PARENT looking for bride for
son Engineer working in UAE
with good salary Religion
Christian Kerala or tamil nadu
tel : 7397549752/7736227203

SINDHI

WANTED BRIDI

SM4 Kurmi boy 1992.5'6" fair
M.S. (USA) Vice president
(Black Rock, New Ym'k) HlB
(1140) preferable U. -
ng girl, Mob: 9421748295,

SM4 Schedule Cast boy, 1989
/5'6" B.E/MBA(IIM), working
in private firm, 41 Lpa. Seeks
equvint qltd Wkg girl’ Caste

0 bar What'sApp 7776911559

seeks edu pref working girl.
simple marriage

~\ COSMOPOLITAN

CA, Bengali Dec '95/5'9" Wkg
in MNC, Dubai. seeks Prof.
Qual, wkg girl, GENERAL,
Non-veg. 9325953997

DOCTOR Sikh Khatri 33/

62" Radiologist/ Gurugram/

60 LPA/ Well Estb. Educated

family seeks Sikh PG Dactor
/ Qlfd. Pr'fsnl # 8700821237

HANDSOME, healthy boy,
born in Australia, 29 / 5107,
Master EcoFin and working in
Finance in Australia. Looking
for Hindu girl - good family,
homely, healthy, prof educated,
24-28 years. Contact biodata,
pics: dgaus9704@gmail.com

DM- Doctor ( 34 yrs, 6'1, Tamil)
seeks a tall, v.fair, virtuous,
PG Dr / well edu, upper caste
bride ( 29-31 yrs) at Bangalore.
Cont: 9342529547 / 9072118800

Top
South Mumbai
industrialist family
is seeking a
suitable match
for their son
6 ft tall, handsome &
USA educated.
Looking for a
tall, beautiful and
educated
Punjabi or
Sindhi girl,
preferably between
30 and 38 years .
Please e-mail biodata to:
soulmaterishta111@
gmail.com

WhatsApp #
+91 9819515111

—— [\” GUJARATI _

Hindu bom 96/5'8".
Canadian PR, seeks prof
qualified girl interested
in settling in UAE &
Canada. Tel: 7439573239

BY CASTE

B BRAHMIN

BFUL BRHM IRL

MUM, 20/10/90/ 2.50

AM/MUMBAL/ 5-3" SR
ARCHT CORPTE SEEK WEL-
SETLD QLIF GROOM FRM
ALL BRHMIN & UPPER CAST
MUM& All METROPLY. M
9869 00 8172 (WA) PN.199020
@GMAIL.COM

PQM 4 Nov 91 born §'1"wkg
Software in MNC Gurugram 25
lac Father CMO retd & Mother

1999-JULY B.TECH IT, 5'8",
Software Engineer, MNC
Bengaluru 65 Lacs, Mumbai
Family. Seeks Working Edu
Girl. Caste No Bar. 9224449011

" KAYASTHA 4

SEEKING a suitable PQM for
Srivastava girl, April 2001 born
52", B S in Data Analytics from
Ohio State University US,
currently employed with a
leading Engineering Company
in US. Looking for any Hindu
community Family oriented
boy with deep Indian roots,
Working in US.WhatsApp
+1(614)6162449 / +1(614)6163677

T KHATRE (0

B'FUL Khatri Girl, 1995, 56",
Gurgaon working, 78L+, seeks
Well-settled Top Professional/
Entrepreneur/ businessman,
IAS,IPS, Contact.

WANTED GROOM (PUNE
ONLY) FOR A PUNE BASED
1990 BORN PUNJABI
AGARWAL DIVORCEE (NO
ISSUE) E-MAIL
marryjmzcsm gmail.com

ALLIANCE invited for Agar-
wal, Doctor girl,95 born,54",V.
Fair, Bful, MD in Pulmonary
Medicine,wkg in Pvt very repu-
ted hospital in NCR 8353917232.

SEEKING well educated &
Settled boy, USA Citizen / gr-
een card holder for 52", well
educated, 33 year old US born
girl, finance professional wo-
rking as VP in a major bank.
Please send your bio-data
wnh recent picture to matri
gagmail.com / Caste
No Bar. WA 112242240801

ALLIANCE invited from a

9885186147

QUALIFIED girl, educated
abroad, 1990/165cm (Hindu),
father cardiologist, seeks
qualified groom, open to all
backgrounds. Indian/NRIs,
contact: 9266863038

55LPA V'bful & extrmly
fair Btech kavasth girl
apr's3 seeks suitbl boy
fthr rtd sr.C-1 ofcr 8475820
007,alokifs88@gmail.com

~'"NORTH INDIAN > -

UPPER-CASTE match
invited for Hindu Brahmin
MBBS girl, Aug 1995, 53".
USMLE 1&2 cleared, US
residency applicant. Father
retd. Govt officer.
9417204632

iieducated. pr

established and
groom for Nov1990-born, 52",
bful Brahmin girl, Asst Prof at
IIT, from a respectable and
well-cultured family. Contact:
rakeshpht82@gmail.com

PQM 4 Non Manglik Punjabi
Khatri Bful girl 82/155, MNC
Ivy league frm educated fmly
seeks similar match wrkg in
metro.caste no bar 9899790469

WANTED GROOM

- COSMOPOLITAN

ALLIANCE invited by an
elite Mumbai-based Khatri
Punjabi business family for
their daughter (33 years, 5'5"),
MBA from a premier B-school,
well-settled, independent, and
working with a leading MNC.
Lost spouse after a brief
marriage during the COVID-19.
No liabilities. Seeking a well-
qualified, well-settled

pr i 1 groom from a

" OTHER
PROFESSIONALS
GROOM for Bangalore
based well earning software
engineer Brahmin  Girl.
Family of
9910824159

93 born/5-4"
Professionals.
Caste no bar.

U7 HINDU e

. SM, . Grl, |
i MBA(HR), 41 yr Mum Ht ;
: 55" Wrk in Mum alliance :
! from. Brhmin/ Rajput/ :
. uper-cast WelSetledBoy, in |
: Mumbai, BlorePune, Delhi
:Hybd & foreign,;
L M.9869449736(WA), :
. Sn.58011@gmail.com .

[ 32-year-old Indian i
entrepreneur based in
Nairobli, Kenya,
running an
established

reputable, cultured family.
Email : harmonyandconnect@
gmail.com

Having lived across

U7 BENGALL -

Asia, Europe, A
and Africa, she is
globally minded,

warm, ambitious and
adventurous. She

enjoys travel, fitness,
nature, dancing and
new experiences, and
is anon-drinker.

Seeking a kind, fit,
emotionally mature
and feminist man,
aged 28-35 and 57"+,

BENGALI  Kayasth
\Girl,35,55",B.Tech ,work-in
MNC Canada, Toronto as
Manager, High-Pkg, Non
veg, UM. Seek Educated
groom working Canada.
9477507531

VB h) Telugu girl,

Sr Consult. gyne
gmail.com 9412287651/
9140038529

TELUGU Brahmin Girl
28/5'11"B.Tech TIIT
MBA(Hbs)70LPA working in
Bengaluru seeks similar
‘match. whatsup9676485530.

B.TECH MBA Garhwali
Brahmin Girl July'98/ 55"/
Wrkg in MNC NCR/ 25 LPA/

on-Veg.Seeks Educated well
Settled hoy. W'App:9911505077

KKB,

Fair, Beautiful, 87-
i 2

igd, Pus
aste no bar. Call/
WhatsApp 8392928210

\” KSHATRIVA | -

QUA IF!ED match for 29
(Parihar
a Manglik

Rajput) e
Girl M:9219267

L7 VAISH

GOVT Officer 31 yr / 54" Post
Graduate Bania girl Posted in
Karnataka, transferable job
seeks a suitable boy. caste no
bar. # 9654782597

1992, 5'6", fair, M.A. (Mass
Comm.), Digital Media
professional. Seeks Telugu
groom, 34-37 yrs, 5'8"+,
employed/business. Ph:
9866970713 / 8106366930,

WB Gandhabanik 1986/5'3"
Debgan Gen, Fair, B Tech, MS
Germany B'Lore employed
Seeking Suitable groom
employed at B Lore. P
details, WA - 7061616467

who is pr

MBBS, MD Ansth Tata
Kay. 22.7.87/ 52" Mum,
D. dib fel' Cardio & C
care Apollo Hyd. MRCP
1&11, now joined
Hinduja, prf MD Dr, IT
in 42 yrs, Brahmin/
Baidya/ Kay groom.
sinhaassociates27@
gmail.com 9821212409

earns
well and is financially
independent. He
should value an equal,
affectionate
partnership and be
genuinely open to
relocating to Nairobi
for now, with the
possibility of living
across multiple
locations in future.
Remote workers,
entrepreneurs or
those with
internationally
flexible careers may

XD SIKH e

REQUIRED Sikh smart boy
(Job/ Business) for a sikh po-
stgraduate working girl Age

30, 5' Fa her well settled in
Ahmedabad. Mo. 9824022325

be fally suited.

'Caste No Bar.

Contact:

gfsk1998@gm.

FCT SINDHL

DUBAI based Sindhi Family
Looking SM4 very pretty only
Daughter 30yr. 56" (Engineer
Cornell USA) well placed at
Germany, _seeking _equally
qualified Boy from Cultured
Family, Cast no bar. Wtsap-
98260 11734

FBY NATIONALITY:

- NR%
GREEN CARD

PQM frm prem edu instut fr
girl 26/5'4" wrkg in MNC
Canada (PR), edu fmly. Prefer
PR/Ctzn boy wrkg Canada, edu
finly. 9773973888

HINDU Khatri gul 9/12/98,
1 pm, Jalandhar. 5-1" MS
Lumpulel HIB View, working
n USA. Contact: 9463576600
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After custody torture

allegation,
in Meerut

Sandeep.Rai
@timesofindia.com

Meerut: Eight more Meerut
police personnel, including
Civil Lines SHO, two sub-in-
spectors and
five constab-
les, were re-
called to poli-
ce lines late
on Friday
night  after
SSP Avinash Pandey was at-
tached to state headquarters
in Lucknow over allegations
that police tortured a farmer
leader and his dalit associate
in custody. Meerut zone ADG
Bhanu Bhaskar ordered a
high-level inquiry.

The action followed alle-
gations by farmer leader Dig-
vijay Bhati, presidentof the B
R Ambedkar faction of Bha-
ratiya Kisan Union and a
Samajwadi Party functiona-
ry,and hisassociate Mohit Ja-

Principal bathes
with students,
faces action in Raj

Alwar: A viral video of a
govt school principal bat-
hing in dam waters with
school girlsandliftingsome
of them on his lap has pro-
mpted villagers’ protests
andadepartmental inquiry
in Alwar, reports Rajend-
raPrasad Sharma.
Villagers reached the
school on Saturday, objec-
ting to principal Lal Chand
Meena’s conduct. “He took
about 200 students from
ClassesIXtoXII,”avillager
alleged, adding the princi-
pal was seen bathing while
wearing very few clothes.

SSP, 8 cops
face action

tav that senior officers and
Special Operations Group
(SOG) personnel assaulted
them after they visited the
SSP’s office on Wednesday se-
ekingremoval of theirnames

from an FIR linked to a pro-

test. Bhati, who was hospita-
lised on Saturday, released a
video of his swollen eye and
bruisingandalleged, “SSPre-

peatedly kicked me in my ey-

eswithhisshoes.”

Bhati alleged that after
the assault at the SSP’s office,
SOG personnel took him and
Jatav to an undisclosed loca-
tion, subjected them to repea-
ted beatings and casteist
slurs, and kept them in custo-
dy for close to12 hours.

Meerut police initially de-

nied the allegationson X and :

claimed Bhati and Jatav suf-
fered their injuries in a scoo-
ter accident after leaving the
station, but deleted the post
within hours.

Post accident, boy,
12, walks 2km with
exposed intestine

Berhampur: A 12-year-old
tribalboy’s courage and pre-
sence of mind helped him
overcome a life-threatening
abdominal injury, leaving
his small intestine protru-
dingoutside, reports Hrusi-
kesh Mohanty. The ClassV
student was cycling to scho-
ol on Monday when he fell.
Hisabdomen struck a sharp
object by the roadside, cau-
sing a deep wound. Despite
severe pain, he did not pa-
nic, carefully wrapped the
exposed intestine with his
uniform and walked about
2kmalone toreach home.

“Invoking Mahatma, BJP  Identified some of -

‘to start Vande campaign

Accuses Cong Of
Communalising
National Symbols

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: BJP on Saturday
cited Mahatma Gandhi’s “we
have fallen on evil days” la-
ment over the opposition built
up against Vande Mataram to
set the stage for an intense po-
litical battle with Congress
and wider ‘secular’ class for
theirobjectionstothenational
song’s full version by announ-
cinganation-wide campaign.
The campaign, approved at
ameeting of the new office-be-
arers under party chief Nitin
Nabin, will focus on the song’s
association with freedom
struggle, opposition by Pakis-
tan’s founder M A Jinnah and
other Muslim hardliners
which led Congress to prune it
and “communal pressure or
narrow vote-bank considera-
tions” driving the present pro-
testsagainst thenational song.

NATION FIRST: The campaign
was approved at a meet of new
office-bearers on Saturday

The meetingadopted a fo-
ur-pageresolution, accusing
Congress of “bowing before
the same politics of appease-
ment” to which it had yiel-
ded in1937,enablingM A Jin-
nah-led Muslim League to
impose communal demands
even upon national symbols.

BJP’s decision to launch
the10-point campaign comes
after Congress asserted that
it will stick to its 1937 resolu-
tion that had adopted the
first two stanzas of Vande
Mataram, to signal its defi-
ance of the notification res-

Oppn: BJP diverting
focus from real issues

New Delhi: Hitting out at BJP
overitsresolution onthe
national song Vande
Mataram, INDIA bloc on
Saturday accused the party of
attempting to divertattention
fromreal problems by making
anissue outofthe
controversy. Congress leader
Harish Rawat said, “BJPis
trying to make Vande
Mataram an issue because the
real issues are those raised by
GenZ.GenAlphaisalso
raising issues of inflation and
unemployment,” he said. 1ans

toringits full version forallof-
ficial events and Parliament
passing a law making any in-
sult to the song a penal offen-
ce. BJP cited Gandhi's 1939
comments: “I associated the
purest national spirit with it
(Vande Mataram). It never oc-
curred tomethat it was a Hin-
dusongormeantonly for Hin-
dus. Unfortunately, now we
have fallen on evil days.”

n those involved in JU

 violence, say police

Times News NETwoRK

Kolkata: More than 24 ho-
urs after Jadavpur Universi-
ty vice-chancellor Chiranjib
Bhattacharjee filed an FIR
against “unknown persons/
outsiders” for the violence
and vandalism on campus,
police on Saturday claimed
to have identified some of
those involved. However,
they are yet to make any ar-
restsinthe case.

Cops said they will speak
to students, teachers and se-
curity guards to establish
the identities of the intru-
ders. “Once the identities
are established, we will send
notices asking them to appe-
ar before the investigating
officer,” an officer said.

JU authorities informed
cops on Friday that they had
preserved the CCTV footage
and wereready toassist with
the probe. CCTV footage ac-
cessed by TOIshowstop cen-
tral and state functionaries
of ABVP on campus along

PROBE INTENSIFIES CcCTV Cllp
shows presence of outsiders at
the university early on Thursday

with outsiders, though the
right-wing student organi-
sation has denied involve-
ment in the vandalism.

The footage shows the
mobfaced noresistance whi-
le entering through Gate No.
4, whichwasopen,at12.37am
on Thursday. A camera near
the entrance of the PG buil-
ding captured ABVP state
secretary Neelkantha Bhat-
tacharjee, wearing a blue T-
shirt and carrying a stick,
with the mob at 12.40am. Ne-
elkantha denied going near
the administrative block or
any other building.

Will end ‘tukde tukde gang’
hegemony in JU: Bengal CM

Kolkata: Three days after a ruckus broke out at Jadavpur
University, with ABVP supporters storming the campus and
clashing with left student unions, West Bengal chief minister

Christ Univ files complaint after
~ ABVP gherao, alleges vandalism

Ayantika.Pal@timesofindia.com

Suvendu Adhikarion Saturday asserted that
his govt will pave the path for “nationalism”
and “Sanatani culture” at the institute that
hasbeen a prominent left bastion in the state’s
student politics, reports Rohit Khanna. Alle-
ging that “jihadis and tukde tukde gangs” in
JU don't even allow chanting of Vande Mata-

ram inside the campus, Suvendusaid his govt will ensure that
the situation changes. “This govt has come with a promise to
fulfil Syama Prasad Mookerjee’sdreams. We will establish Sa-
natani culture,” he said at a programme in Bhowanipore.

Ghaziabad: Christ Universi-
ty on Saturday filed a compla-
int at the Nandgram police
station against a group of
ABVP activists, who gherao-
ed its Ghaziabad campus for
the second day on Saturday to
demand promotion for 13 law
students who were held back
from their fourth year becau-
seof backlogs.

The group had descended
on the university on Friday
afternoon. The university ac-
cused them of trespassing,
vandalism and assaulting wo-
men security personnel.

The university said the
group damaged gates and flo-
werpots, and also blocked a
publicroad, disruptingtraffic
and trapping students inside
the campus for about an hour:
In its complaint, the universi-

ty named one person. He had
in a video identified himself
as ABVP member Tanish Si-
sodia. University officials
had earlier told TOI that the
13studentsat the centre of the
protest had accumulated sig-
nificant backlogs — some ha-
ving failed in their first and
second years, others carrying
six to eight pending papers.
Officials said none of the
protesters was a student.

Three charred
- to death after
turbine blast
in Jharkhand

N K Agarwal | Tnn

Ramgarh: Three engineers
were charred to death and an-
other employee suffered criti-
cal burn injuries after a fire
triggered by a turbine explo-
sion engulfed the control
room of a captive power plant
at a private sponge iron facto-
'y in a village in Jharkhand’s
Ramgarhon Friday.

It took the fire brigade
hours to extinguish the blaze
andretrieve thebodies of San-
v Kumar Keshari, 50, Vineet
Kumar Mahto, 25, and Abh-
ishek Pandey, 24.

Local police told TOI
that the turbine
explosion occurred
reportedly due to
overheating

Patratu circle officer Ma-
noj Kumar Chaurasia told
TOI that the turbine exploded
because of overheating.

Ramgarh deputy commis-
sioner Rituraj said a probe
panel headed by SDO Krishna
Murari Tirkey has been
formed to investigate the inci-
dent. Chief factory inspector
Manish Sinha said a team
from the department’s Haza-
ribag zonal office has been di-
rected to inspect the factory
and examine the accident
from the safety angle.

Meanwhile, hundreds of
villagers protested outside
the factory gate. Barkagaon
MLA Roshan Lal Choudhary,
who visited the factory on Sat-
urday morning, demanded a
high-level probe into safety
lapses, strict action against
the factory owner and offi-
cials responsible, adequate
compensation, and a govt job
for one member of each be-
reaved family.

U.P. COOPERATIVE SUGAR FACTORIES FEDERATION LTD

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD | [ CORPORATE BUZZ

9-A, RANA PRATAP MARG, LUCKNOW-22600 1

Tel No. (0522) 2200183, (0522)2628310, Fax: (0522) 2627994
Emalil: upsugarfed@yahoo.co.in | Website: www.upsugarfed.org
Extension of Tender Date
Please refer to GeM Tender Notice for Morna Project: GEM/2026/B/7529233 DATE-
14/05/2026, tender date has been extended and further details for above tenders can

from gem.gov.in/.
F.Nn.[ Particulars Moma ]|
1_|Last Date and time of Closing of on-ine e-bids | 11/09/2026 AT 09:00 AM!
|[[2 [ pate and time of opening of online technical e-bids | 11/09/2026 AT 09:30 AM
L MANAGING DIRECTOR

BENGALURU NORTH CITY CORPORATION
Office of the Executive Engineer, Byatarayanapura Division,
Zone-1 No. 2152/20, Defence colony, 9th Main, D Block,
Sahakaranagara, BNCC office, Bengaluru-560092.
No:BNCC-Z1/EE/BTP/KPPP/PR/16/2026-27  Date: 20-08-2026
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)
Tenders on item rate basis are invited by the undersigned
on behalf of The Commissioner, BNCC for the works
mentioned below from the registered contractors of Bengaluru
North City Corporation, or equivalent registration with CPWD /
KPWD / Railways / MES or any State Government
Organizations. (Standard Tender Document KW-4)

%] Name of the work / Category (TWO COVER TENDER)
Comprehensive Development and Improvements to
Roads and drains Venkateshwara Nagara,
Sampigehalli, Hegedenagara Eastern Side, Shirdi
Sai Nagara, Prashanthi Nagara & Upgradation of|
1.|Parks in Ward No-20 (Package No-04) Call-2 (Others).
Approximate value of work: .1000.00 Lakhs,
EMD: %.15,00,000/- (1.00 Lakhs through e-Payment
(NEFT) balance Rs.14,00,000/- thorugh BG/FDR,
should be submit before opening of Technical Bid)

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
No.2, 2/1 & 2/3, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Main Road, Gandhinagar,
Bengaluru - 560009. Phone No. 080-22265383 website:www.kiadb.in

No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-33/2808/2026-27 Date:21.08.2026
SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)
Item Rate Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the works mentioned below as per
the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through electronic
procurement from eligible Contractors who have got adequate financial resources, state of the
art technology, suitable construction equipments, technical man power & sufficient past
experience for the following work as per the schedule given below:
Name of the work: (1) Providing alternate power source to Adinarayana Hosahalli Industrial
Area, Phase-2, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
® Last Date and Time for Receipt of Tenders: 07.09.2026 upto 4:00 pm.

Applicants May download bidding documents from the Karnataka Public Procurement portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Sd/-

DIPR/CP/2376/CCL/2026-27 Engineer-In-Chief

Iofta wieh wsfa faae frsafaanrea
RAJIV GANDHI NATIONAL AVIATION UNIVERSITY

A Central University Under the aegis of Ministry of Civil Aviation, Govt. of India

a4

Rajiv Gandhi National Aviation University (RGNAU) invites interested and eligible candidates for
admission through SPOT COUNSELLING against the vacant seats available in the followmg
Ul and Po ate P for the Academic Session 2026-2'

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

- JEE (Mains) Ranking- 2026
+ JEE (Mains) Ranking- 2026
+ JEE (Mains) Ranking- 2026

PROGRAMMES

B. Tech.- Aerospace
B_ Tech. Electronics & C Engg. (Avionics)
B_Tech. Al & Data Science- Aviation System

Calendar of Events: (1) Tender Documents can be uploaded
in KPP-Portal from 24-08-2026 (2) Pre Bid Meeting will be
held on 28-08-2026 at 3:00 pm (3) Last Date for uploading
the filled proposals is 05-09-2026 upto 4:00 pm (4) Date of
opening of Technical Bid is 07-09-2026 after 4:00 pm. (5) Date
of opening of Financial Bid After approval of Technical bid
Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Byatarayanapura Division, Zone-1, BNCC

~B_Tech/ BE/B. Sc/ Diploma

- CATIGMAT/XATICVAT/ CUET-FG Score 2026 OR
+ Exam conducted by RG

< CATIGMATIXAT/CMAT] CUET PG Score 2026 OR
+ Exam conducted by RGNAU

- CAT/GMAT/XATICMAT/ CUET-PG Score 2026 OR

PG Diploma in UAV & Drone Technology
MBA- Aviation Management

& | MBA- Aviation Logistics Management

7 | MBA- Aviation Finance

« Exam conducted by RGNAU
+ CUET-UG Score 2026 OR
« Exam conducted by RGNAU
~CUET-UG Score 2026 OR
+ Exam conducted by RGNAU
~ CUET-UG Score 2026 OR
+ Exam conducted by RGNAU

B | BBA- Aviation Management

9 | BMS- Aviation Services & Air Cargo

10 | B. Sc.- Aviation

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

Ministry of Railways
(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION)
E-Tender Notice No. E/CN/ERS/TN/06/2026-27
Dated : 21/08/2026
For and on behalf of The President of India, The Dy. Chief Electrical
Engineer, Construction, Southern Railway, Ernakulam Junction - 682016
invites E-tenders for the work mentioned below as per Notice Inviting
Tender (NIT) in the portal www.ireps.gov.in. The tenderer / Contractors
intending to apply for the tender needs to get enrolled in the portal
www.ireps.gov.in and only online tenders will be accepted. The cost
of the tender form and Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) should be paid
through online payment gateway available on the website by the way of
multiple banks net banking debit and credit card.

Description Item 1

Tender No. | E.572/CN/ERS/WC/OT/605

Name of work : Construction of new 11kV/433V Substation,
including a Switch Room and backup power supply

yion PROCESS TO PARTICIPATE IN SPOT COUNSELLING:
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA: The eligibiity criteria, programme Ineresied canddates g e prescribed olgbilly

details, fee structure, admission procedure and other et oy et n A e B eortiy
relevant information are avallable on the University in
Website- www.rgnau.ac.in under Admission Section.

Rajiv Gam{hl National Aviation University (RGNAU)
Fursatganj Airfield, Amethi- 229302, Uttar Pradesh

28.08.2026

\TE FOR PARTICIPATION IN
SPOT COUNSELLING:

IfEer W= A,
All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Gorakhpur
(An autonomous organization under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India)
Website-https://aiimsgorakhpur.edu.in

NON-FACULTY APPOINTMENTS

Offline applications from eligible Indian citizens/other citizens as permissible under the
applicable Act/Rules are invited to fill up following Non-Faculty (Group A, B & C) various posts
on DEPUTATION BASIS atAll India Institute of Medical Sciences, Gorakhpur (Uttar Pradesh):

For further details visit internet site www.ireps.gov.in or contact office

of Deputy Chief Electrical Engineer, Construction, Southern Railway,
Ernakulam - 682016.

Deputy Chief Engineer Engineer,

Construction, Ernakulam Junction

arrangements at TVC South Station (NEMOM) Sl Name of Post Group Level as per 7" CPC No. of
Approx. Cash Value Rs. 3,08,71,387/- No|| Posts
Bid Security Rs. 6,17,400/- Medical Superintendent A Level - 14 (Rs. 144200-218200) + NPA 01
ﬁz’:&':"“" period in 12 Months 2. | Registrar A Level - 12 (Rs. 78800-209200) 01
Closing / Opening of Tender 12.00 hrs on 11.09.2026 3. | Executive Engineer (Civil A Level - 11 (Rs. 67700-208700) 01

D. 4. | Executive Engineer (Electrical) A Level - 11 (Rs. 67700-208700) 01

escription Item 2

Tender No. E.572/CN/ERS/WC/OT/606 5. | Senior Accounts Officer A Level - 11 (Rs. 67700-208700) 01
Name of work : Electrical arrangements for new pit line and cat 6 | Assistant Administrative Officer | B Level - 07 (Rs. 44900-142400) 01
walk Including: gantry portal.lighting at Trivandrum:south:new 7. | Assistant Account Officer B | Level - 07 (Rs. 44900-142400) 02
coaching terminal. - -
Approx. Cash Value Rs. 3,25,99,595/- 8. | Office Superintendent B Level - 06 (Rs. 35400-112400) 01
Bid Security Rs. 6,562,000/~ 9. | Upper Division Clerk (o] Level - 04 (Rs. 25500 - 81100) 01
Completion period in 12 Month: Total Posts 10
months onths T T = oy - 3

- The above vacancies are provisional and subject to variation. The Executive Director, AlIMS,

Closing / Opening of Tender 12.00 hrs on 11.09.2026 Gorakhpur reserves the right to change the number of the vacancies including reserved

(For and on behalf of President of India)

vacancies as per the Govt. of India rules/circulars. Application form, eligibility criteria,
desirable qualifications/experience, and related details, please visit
www.aiimsgorakhpur.edu.in
All the applicants are advised to check AIIMS, Gorakhpur website www.. aumsgorakhpur edu.in
on Deputation basis for any further updates.

Execu(lve Dlrector

Kunraghat, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh 273008 AlIMS Gorakhpur

www.toi.in/psu

Educational support

Centre Banking Unit at GIFT City, drew
strong investor interest, with the order
book peaking at USD 2.67 billion, nearly

ceived Rs 5,000 each.

cates.

bond issue

for girl students

Canara Bank 's Thir: uva]_lur rcgmnal of-
fice distributed scholarships totalling
Rs 8.16 lakh to 204 students in the district
under its Canara Vidya Jyothi scheme.
Girl students from SC/ST communities
studying in Classes V to X in government
schools were selected through the bank’s
branches in the Thiruvallur region. Stu-
dents in Classes V to VII received Rs 3,000
each, while those in Classes VIII to X re-

P Senthil Kumar, district Adi Dravidar
and tribal welfare officer, V V Vineeth
Kumar, regional head, Canara Bank and
Vaijnath Sajan Khaire, deputy manager,
Chennai Circle Office, distributed the
scholarship sanction orders and certifi-

Strong response to

Bank of Baroda has raised USD 700 mil-
lion through a dual-tranche overseas
bond issuance comprising three-year and
five-year senior unsecured fixed-rate
notes under its USD 4 billion Medi-
um-Term Note Programme.

The issue, undertaken through the
bank’s International Financial Services

3.8 times the final issue size.

The bank raised USD 400 million
through the three-year tranche at a cou-
pon of 5.114 per cent a year and USD 300
million through the five-year tranche at
5.318 per cent. The bonds will be listed on
India INX, NSE-IX and the Singapore
Exchange.

Salary account pact
signed

Central Bank of India has signed an MoU
with the Tamil Nadu government for sal-
ary accounts of state government employ-
ees under its Cent Prestige Salary
Scheme.

The agreement was signed by N Ven-
katesh, director of Treasuries and Ac-
counts, government of Tamil Nadu and
K Shashidhar, zonal head, Chennai, Cen-
tral Bank of India.

Under the arrangement, eligible em-
ployees can access features including zero
minimum balance requirements, acci-
dent and term insurance cover, differen-
tiated banking facilities, concessions on
retail loans, customised debit cards and
an overdraft facility of up to Rs two lakh.

3 Executive
Education

INDIAN INSTITUTE #/ MANAGEMENT AHMEDABAD

R

Transcend your functional boundaries.
Elevate your leadership.

Call (+91) 8929904996
or visit ve-now.in/iima-smp

Make the leap with IIM Ahmedabad'’s

Senior Management Programme (SMP)

Applications invited for Batch 18
Duration: 12 months » Live online (D2D) » 3 on-campus modules
» Builds cross-functional thinking and strategic leadership
acumen » Certificate of Completion and 1IMA Alumni Status

» For working professionals with 10+ years of experience
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IndiGo flight
grounded after
tail impact
during landing

Lucknow: An IndiGo plane
has remained grounded at
Gorakhpur airport after suf-
fering a tail impact during
itslanding approach on Wed-
nesday afternoon, reports
Arvind Chauhan.

The aircraft, operating
flight 6E 2381 from Delhi to
Gorakhpur, was an Airbus
A321-252NX. 1t is five years
old. The plane carried out
two go-arounds before ma-
king a successful landing on
the third attempt around
3.43pm. In a statement, Indi-
Go said all passengers and
crew members disembarked
safely “During a regular
post-flight walk-around,
scratches wereobservedaro-
und the APU inlet. The air-
craft is undergoing mainte-
nance and will resume ope-
rations after necessary clea-
rances,” the airline said.
APU is part of the aircraft’s
external fuselage structure.

oman pilot part of team  Assam ends travel blockade
“as Meghalaya assures probe

thathit LeTHQInOp S

indoor§

Multiple Women Officers Played Key Roles As Combat Pilots

Surendra.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Multiple women
pilots and air crew were part
of Op Sindoor that India
launched inretaliationtoPa-
halgam terror attack, with
one of them flying a
Su-30MKI fighter jet being a
member of the strike forma-
tion that targeted the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT) headquar-
ters in Muridke on the ope-
ningday of the operation.

A defence source told
TOI, “All the (women) offi-
cers and air crew posted on
fighters, transport and heli-
copters weredeployed forthe
mission.

Those attached to the
MiG-29, Mirage-2000, Rafale
and Su-30MKIsquadrons we-
re part of Op Sindoor during

The deployment of female

aviators during Op Sindoor builds
on decades of incremental policy
shifts within Indian armed forces

those crucial four days, and
they wereallan integral part
of themission.”

Women officers were de-
ployed as both combat pilots
and as weapon system opera-
tors on cutting-edge plat-
forms during the mission.

However, the source refu-
sed to reveal the exact num-
ber of women fighter pilots
involved, their names or any
detailsrelated to theirrole in
Op Sindoor, as it is classified
information.

A two-part docu-series —
Declassified: Operation Sin-
door — released recently by

Sindoor from Pakistan finds
a way across sealed border

Shishir.Arya@timesofindia.com

Nagpur: The border was
shut. The brides waited. Lo-
ve, however, took totheskies.

After India launched
Operation Sindoor, the Wa-
gah-Attari gates slammed
shut, leaving scores of Pakis-
tani Sindhi Hindu brides
stranded and planned wed-
dings hanging by a thread.

Monthslater, a special re-
laxation by Union home mi-
nistry opened an unlikely
air corridor — through Mu-
scat, Colombo, Dhaka, Dubai
and Qatar.

Atleast150 brides flew in-
to Indian cities, including
Nagpur, Jodhpur, Ahmed-
abad, Raipur, Pune and Bho-
pal between April and June,
accompanied by around 450
relatives. The circuitous jo-
urneys replaced the usual
road crossing from Wagah,
turning what should have
been a simple wedding trip
into a diplomatic and logisti-
cal maze.

For Inkesh Jashnani of

LOVE KNOWS NO BOUNDS:
Aarti from Sindh with Inkesh
Jashnani

India on a long-term visa, he
had got engaged to Aarti be-
fore the border closure and
planned their wedding last
year. Aarti had reached wit-
hin a kilometre of Wagah in
May 2025 after a gruelling jo-
urney from her native Khan-
pur tehsil in Sindh when the
Attarigate closed.

She finally flew to Nag-
pur via Muscat and married
Inkesh in March. Visa curbs
allowed only her brother to
accompany her; her parents
remained in Pakistan. “T
wish the borders open and I
meet them once,” Aartisaid.

Sanjay Kalani and Kajal

in Sindh, they had planned
to marry last year, but the
border closure scuttled the
plan. Kajal eventually flew
from Karachi to New Delhi
via Muscat before reaching
Nagpur, where the couple
married five months ago.
Sanjay’s brother Dheeraj
too found his way to a wed-
ding after his fiancée Sanja-
na travelled from Mirpur in
Sindh through the same rou-
te. The route also carried a
groom. Rabhel Jaswani tra-
velled from Ghotki with his
parents to marry Shriya in
Nagpur and has stayed back.
The marriages underline
a bond that Partition could
not sever. Sindhi Hindus
from Pakistan continue to
move to India seeking citi-
zenship, with many applica-
tions comingunder Citizens-
hip Amendment Act(CAA).
Families across the bor-
der have also continued to
marry, keeping ties alive
through generations. For
now, the brides who made it
across have done more than

an international channel al-
sosaid thata woman pilot fly-
ing Sukhoi-30MKI was part
of the mission, without reve-
aling her identity. It also re-
vealed that Indian defence
forces had shortlisted 34 tar-
gets, but that number was la-
ter pruned to nine. The nine
targets were struck on the
firstday of Op Sindoor.

The deployment of fema-
le aviators during Op Sindo-
orbuildsondecadesof incre-
mental policy shifts within
Indianarmed forces.

Women were first induc-
ted into armed forces as

4.5-gen Tejas may not

Short Service Commission
(SSC) officers, being restric-
ted to non-combat streams
like medical, legal and edu-
cational branches.

During the 1999 Kargil
war, Flight Lieutenant Gun-
jan Saxena and Flight Lieu-
tenant Srividya Rajan flew
HAL Cheetah helicopters in-
toactive combat zones for ca-
sualty evacuation and recon-
naissance.

The turning point came
in 2015 when Modi govt allo-
wed defence ministry to app-
rove a pilot project to induct
women into the fighter stre-
amof TAE.

In 2016, Avani Chaturve-
di, Bhawana Kanth and Mo-
hana Singh became the first
three women officers com-
missioned into IAF fighter
squadrons.

be relevant in 2030s,
says ex-IAF vice-chief

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Less than two
months after retirement as
theIAF’s vice chief, Air Mars-
hal Nagesh Kapoor has
slammed the delay in the deli-
very of the Tejas (LCA) figh-
terjetby Hindustan Aeronau-
tics Limited to the air
force, saying, “Why
must it be that a machi-
ne that was promised to
us so many years back
with a certain set of ca-
pabilities continues to
be denied to us on one
pretextor the other.”

In an interview with
NDTYV, the IAF veteran said,
“Why must we be hamstrung
because someone somewhere
hasnotbeenabletokeep their
promises?” The delivery of
the indigenous LCA Tejas
MKIA jets by HAL to the IAF
has faced multi-year delays,
primarily caused by late
supplies of F404-IN20engines
by the American GE compa-

rational requirements set by
the IAF. When asked if thead-
vanced Tejas Mk-2 may be
operationally relevant when
it starts entering service in
big numbers in the mid-2030s
atatime when Chinaisalrea-
dy raising its fleet of 5th-ge-
neration fighter jets, the for-
mer vice-chief said,
“No, operationally, de-
finitely no.” With Chi-
naon its way to deplo-
ying 500 5th-genera-
tion J-20 fighters by
2030, India is still
struggling to get the
delivery of the first squadron
of 4.5-generation TejasMK1A.

Air Marshal Kapoor
(Retd) did not totally rule out
therole of Tejas Mk2when he
said, “You can have a certain
number of those 5th-genera-
tion and 6th-generation figh-
ters, but given the size of the
country, you won't be able to
deploy them everywhere. So
those gaps which continue to
remain to befilled will have to

Prabin.Kalita@timesofindia.com

Guwahati: A tense Assam-
Meghalaya travel blockade
ended Saturday after Megha-
laya “sincerely regretted”
and promised an SIT probe in-
to the Aug 19 violence in Shil-
long during a Khasi Students’
Union motorcycle rally when
Assam-registered  vehicles
were targeted and damaged.
Meghalaya also announ-
ced compensation for dama-
ged vehicles, free treatment
for those injured and safe pas-
sage for stranded travellers.
The assurances followed
the first ministerial-level me-
eting between the neighbou-
ring states since the violence,
in which Assam tourists and
vehicles were targeted. Meg-
halaya deputy chief minister

The assurances
followed the first
ministerial-level
meeting since the
violence, in which
Assam tourists and
vehicles were
targeted

S Dhar and Assam border
area development minister
Atul Bora led their delega-
tions at a guest house in Gu-
wahati.

In Shillong, Army and
RAF conducted flagmarch Sa-
turday to build confidence
among residents after violen-
ce and vandalism during
KSU's rally. Police registered
FIRs for assaults on passers-
by, damage to around 31 vehi-

cles — including commercial
vehicles bearing Assam regi-
stration plates —and damage
to statues of Swami Viveka-
nanda and Netaji Subhas
ChandraBose. Thefallouthad
disrupted the busy inter-state
corridor after Assam cab ope-
rators blocked traffic at Jora-
bat on the outskirts of Guwa-
hati, the principal entry point
into Assam from Meghalaya.
Five masked suspects had
so far been identified, while
KSU president, vice president
and general secretary were
arrested under Meghalaya
Maintenance of Public Order
Act. Fifteen FIRs have beenre-
gistered. The blockade was lif-
ted after Bora met protesting
operators and conveyed the
outcome of the jointmeeting.
(inputs from Manosh Das)

Soon, no need
for physical
boarding cards
atimmigration

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Starting Sept 1,
people flying in and out of In-
dia will no longer be required
toprovideaphysical boarding
card at immigration which is
then stamped at the counter
after checks.

Travellers can show their
e-boarding cards instead.
This major change by Bureau
of Immigration could pave
the way for a more seamless
international travel in co-
ming times as India is wor-
king to replicate the ease of
DigiYatra for domestic travel
once e-passports become mo-
re common and the fast track
immigration—trusted travel-
ler programme has already
beenrolled out.

“The authentication of e-
chip passport and its integra-
tion with the IVFRT (immig-
ration, visa, foreigners’ regi-
stration and tracking) appli-
cation for utilisation across
immigration posts in India is
under process. (Over)1.7 crore
e-passports have been issued
in India and abroad up to July
30, 2026,” junior Union mini-
ster for external affairs, K V

- Kids get motorboat to
- cross Ganga; villagers

want permanent fix

Faiz.Siddiqui
@timesofindia.com

Kanpur: Every morning,
around 3040 students from
hamlets under Lodhavakhe-
da gram panchayat board or-
dinary boats to cross the
Ganga and reach their scho-
ols in Kanpur city.

On Saturday morning, ho-
wever, as they stood at the
banks, a police team arrived
and prevented them from
venturing into the swollen ri-
ver. Asvillagers gathered and
tensions rose, arrangements
were made to ferry the child-
ren safely in a motorboat,
with life Jjackets
provided as a mandatory sa-
fety measure.

The Ganga at Shuklaganj
stood at 112.29m on Saturday,
just 0.71m below the warning
mark of 113m and 1.71m shy of
the danger mark at 114m.

Bathing and boating are
already banned attheghatsin
view of the swollenriver.

Villagers worry a further
rise in the water level in the
coming weeks could disrupt
their children’s studies for
the next two to three months.

Panchayat head Ravi Nis-

PERILOUS JOURNEY: Children
in life jacket going to school in
motorboat across the Ganga

cross the Ganga every day to
go to school. Police stopped
them on Saturday. After dis-
cussions, the children were
sent wearing life jackets. But
given the possibility of furt-
her rise in water levels, the
administration should make
permanent arrangements.”
Tehsildar Vinay Kumar
Dwivedi said the children we-
re initially stopped due to the
absence of safety gear. “Once
the children wore life jackets,
they boarded the boat and
went to school,” he said.
Ontheirpart, villagers sa-
id they want an assurance

or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

Nagpur, the wait stretched waited nearly three years. cross a border. They have ny, complex missionsoftware  be filled by this class of Singh, had told Parliament had said, “Around 30-40 child-  that no child will miss school
more than a year. Living in  Engaged in Ghotki district carriedsindoor through it. validation, and stringentope- ~ aircraft.” earlier thismonth. ren from my gram panchayat  because ariver swelled.
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Robotics,

tl
6366530310.
busine:

bride, s
6366530312,

ware

bride,
6366530312.

bride,
6366530312,

IYER, 44, 168 cm, Entrepre-
Bengaluru.
rate Head in an MNC.
Seeks a refined match.

Call: 6366530297.

JACOBITE, 27, 175 cm, MS

Engineer,
Seeks a refined bride from
he same community. Call:

KAPU, 35, 178 cm, Software
Professional,

i Seeks an educated
S =

APU, Divorced, 36, Soft-
Professional,
Seeks an educated US-ba:

d
caste no bar. Call:

LINGAYATH, 43, 165 cm,
Entrepreneur, USA.

Father retired. Looking for a
caste no bar

))

<.

Father a
Pune.
[SA. Father in
Call:

USA.

Call:

THE ELITE

NAIR, 30, 165 cm, PhD,

Professor, Singapore. Seeks
an accomplished bride from
the same community. Call:
6366530310

ADI DRAVIDAR, 31, 168 cm,
B.Sc, Business, Thiruvallur.
Looking for the alliance,
Caste No Bar. Call:
6366530307

ARYA VYSYA, 27, 173 cm,
Consultant, ashville.

BUNT SHETTY, 29, 191 cm,
Software Professional, UK.
Father a Businessman. Seeks
a refined match.
Call: 6366530297,

CHETTIAR, 26, 180 cm,
M.Sc, Business, Chennai. In-
vites alliance from an equ
alent community.  Call:
6366530307,

CHRISTIAN, 30, 188 cm,
MBA, Business, Coimbatore.
Seeks a refined bride from
the same community. Call:
6366530310.

DEVAR /THEVAR/MUK-
KULATHOR, 27, 168 cm, M.E,
Working, USA. Invites

MUDALIYAR, 27, 180 cm,
MBA, Chennai. Invites
alliance from an equivalent
community. Call:
6366530307,

MUDALIYAR, 29, 178 cm,
M.Tech, Business, Pudu-
cherry. Invites all]
the same community.
6366530307,

MUDALIYAR, 31, 185 cm,
BE, Coimbatore. Invites
alliance from an equivalent
community. Call:

6366530307

MUDALIYAR, 34, 180 cm,
Engineer, USA. Father is a
Businessman. Seeks a distin-
guished match.

ohtact:

Father a Seeks
a distinguished match
Call: 6366530297,

ARYA VYSYA, 29, 183 cm,
Software Professional, Visak-
hapatnam. Seeks a bride from
a well-placed family Call:
6366530312

BALIJA NAIDU, 32, 178 cm,
LLM, Business, Chennai. In’
vites alliance from an equiv-
alent community.  Call:
6366530307

BHAVASAR KSHATRIYA,
35, 165 cm, 1T Professional,
USA. Father works in an
MNC. Seeks a refined match.
Contact: 6366530297.

BRAHMIN IYENGAR, 28,
180 cm, Senior Leadership,

Telangana. Father a CEO.
Seeks an educated bride.
Call: 6366530312.

BRAHMIN NIYOGI, 24,
185 Father a Software

Professional. Seeks a
Niyogi bride only Call:
6366530312,

NAICKER, 30, 170 cm,
Business Owner, Chennai.
Mother a Homemaker. Seeks
a distinguished match.

Call: 6366530297

liance. Call: 6366530307.

DEVAR /THEVAR/MUK-
KULATHOR, 27, 183 cm,
MBA, Business, Cumbum. In’
vites an equivalent-comniun-
ity alliance. Call: 6366530307.

EZHAVA, 25, 170 cm, MD,
Doctor, Chennai. Seeks an ac-
complished bride from the
same  community.  Call:

6366530310,
EZHAVA, 29, 173 cm,
M.Tech, Engineer, Kochi.

Seeks an accomplished bride
from the same community.
Call: 6366530310

EZHAVA, 30, 175 cm, MBA,
Manager, Alappuzha. Seeks
an accomplished bride from
the same community. Call:
6366530310,

INTERCASTE, 33, 173 cm,
Product Manager, Berlin,
Father a Retired CA. Seeks a
refined match.  Contact:
6366530297,

IYER, 30, 175 cm, BM,
Professional, Mumbai.
Invites alliance from an
equivalent community. Call:
6366530307

NADAR, 32, 168 cm,

o

NAIR, 35, 178 cm, B.Tech,
HR_Professional, i
Seeks a refined bride from
the same community. Call:

6366530310,

NAIR, 40, 163 cm, MBA,

Professional,

. Seeks an accomplished
caste no bar.

Finance

bride,
6366530310,

PROMISE

Guaranteed Matches
Assured Meetings

Love finds its match.

From Matrimony.com Group

THE MOST SUCCESSFUL
MATCHMAKING SERVICE

FOR INDIA’S ELITE

Elite Matrimony.

Where India’s Finest Families Meet.
Pioneering Elite Matchmaking Since 2008.

Consultant,

nvites

equ
6366530307,

ar
6366448338,

BALIJA NAIDU, 29, 165 cm,

Fathera VP in al
a refined match.
Call: 6366530296.

BRAHMIN IYENGAR,
26, 160 cm, B.Tech, Chennai.

BRAHMIN IYENGAR, 25,
170 cm, B.Com, Chennai.

ites alliance f
alent community. Call:

BRAHMIN, 28, 160 cm,

Divorced, IT Professional, Vi-
jayawada. Seeks an educated
sroom, caste no bar. Call:

CASTE NO BAR, 31, 168 cm,
ional

EZHAVA, 29, 160 cm,
Data  Scienti:
Seeks a well

engaluru’
n MNC. Seeks

To.
Call: 6366530311

Invites alliance from the accomplished groom
same  community ~ Call: the same community.
6366530307 ; 6366530311

ment Professional,
from an

Call: 6366530296.

Australia.

m the same community

EZHAVA, 38, 157 cm, PhD,
Researcher, USA. Seeksan

GANIGA, 165 cm, Manage-
Benga-
luru. Father a Businessman.
Seeks a refined match.

A, NIYOGI, 28, 160 cm, Pur-
suing MD, Bengaluru. Father
oom a Reti R&D  Manager.
s a refined match.
Contact: 6366330296

A

REDDY, 24, 163 cm, Soft-
e/IT Professional. Seeks
affluent, educated groom
in the USA or India. Call:
6366448338,

from
Call:

SENGUNTHA MUDA-
LIYAR, 24, 158 cm, B.Com,
Chennai. Invites alliance
from an equivalent commun-
ity. Call: 6366530307

GOWDA  GANGADIKAR,

25, 160 cm, Lawyer, Benga- SHETTY, Divorced, 37, 168
Father a Professor. cm, Entrepreneur, Benga-
distinguished match. luru. Father an Ex-Director.

+ 6366530296.

GOWDA, 25,163 cm,

Seeks a refined match.
Call: 6366530296.

SMARTHA, 26, 165 cm,

Medical Pr
T 7

Seeks an
educated groom, caste no bar.

man. Seeks

Andhra. Father a Business-
a well-settled
groom. Call: 6366448338,

Software Professional, USA.
Father a Businessman. Seeks
a distinguished match.

Call: 6366530296.

SENGUNTHA Mudaliyar,

Slovenia. 26, 180 cm, MD/MS, Doctor,
Tiruchirappalli. Invites a
graceful  alliance.  Call:
6366530307

UDAYAR, 32, 175 cm, Busi-
nessman, Bengaluru. Father
Retired from a PSU. Seeks a
refined match.

Call: 6366530297

Ca-
Call:

B.Tech, Software Hyderabad. REDDIYAR, 30, 180 cm, VADDERA, 27. 173 cm,
Invites alliance from an  product Manager, Benga- Architect, b Well"

equivalent community. Call:
6366530307.

NAGARTA, 30, 175 cm, De-
vOps Engineer, Bengaluru.
Father a_Retired Business-
man. Seeks a refined match.
Call: 6366530297

BRAHMIN, 48, 173 cm,

Divorced, Senior Leadership,
Bengaluru. Father a Busi
nessman. Seeks a match.
Call: 6366530297

NAIDU, 28, 178 em,

M.Sc, Business, Tiruppur.

Invites alliance from _the
i Call:

luru. Father a Retired Engin-
eer. Seeks a refined match.
Call: 6366530297.

REDDY, 25, 183 cm, Busi-
nessman, Telangana. Seeks
an accomplished bride from a

well-placed
6366530312,

REDDY, 26, 178 cm, Doctor,

Telangana. Seeks an accom-

plished bride from a well-
family.

place:
6366530312,

REDDY, 26. 188 cm, Busi- YA
nessman, Bengaluru. Father
ks a dis-

same
6366530307

NAIDU, 33,178 cm,

M.Sc, Working, Chennai.
Invites alliance from an
equivalent community. Call:
6366530307

NAIR, 26, 168 cm, BBA LLB,
Consultant,  Maharashtra.
Seeks a refined bride from
the same community. Call:
6366530310,

a See
tinguished match.

6366530297

REDDY, 28, 175 cm, IT
Telangana,
mplished

Professional,

Looking for an 2
Reddy bride. Call

6366530312.

SC, 29, 180 cm, Pursuing
MCh, Bengaluru. Father a
Seeks a bride
from the same caste. Call:

bureaucrat.

6366530312

Contact:

complished ~ bride.
6366530312.

Software
| ther in
eks an accom

Call: plished  bride. Call:
6366530312,

VISWABRAHMIN, 32,
185 cm, Associate Director,
Bengal eeks an accom’

Call: caste no bar.

ished bride,
Call: 6366530312,

DAY, 32, 180 cm,
Pursuing MD, Tirupati.
Looking for the suitable well
educated i Call:
6366530312,

BALIJA NAIDU, 32, 178 cm,
ME, Business, Chennai.
Invites alliance from an
equivalent community. Call:
6366530307,

PILLAI, 27
MS, Doctor,

175 cm, MD/
imbatore.

ance from
equivalent community.
6366530307.

an
Call:

Schedule a Confidential Call ) 98849 22888

ndia

6366448338

NAIDU, 27, 175 cm, B.Tech,
London. Looking for the
alliance from the same
community. Call:

or

the

ARYA VYSYA, 22, 165
Pursuing MS, UAE. Seeks an
educated groom based in

Call:

ARYA VYSYA, 26, 165 cm,
Business Ow

ner, Bengaluru.
Father a Busi s

eeks

Dedicated d
lr::il:i:s eIl & Relationship Call: 6366448338,
Managers

CHATTADA SRI
NAVA, 35, 168 cm, MB.
Chennai. Looking for the
alliance, caste no bar. Call:

VAISH-
A,

18+ Years of Elite Personalised &
'=\\J) Matchmaking @ Contfidential e
Experience Service

CHRISTIAN LC, 27, 173
cm, MBBS, Doctor, UK. Seeks
an accomplished groom from
the same community. Call:
6366530311

CHRISTIAN, 28, 165 cm,
Business, Hyderabad. Father
in business. Seeks an
educated groom, caste no bar.
Call: 6366448338

CHRISTIAN, 28, 165 cm, 1T
Professional, USA. Father a
CEO. Seeks an educated Kapu
groom in the USA. Call:
6366448338

DEVAR/ THEVAR/ MUK-
KULATHOR, 25, 155 cm, BE,
Working, Pudukkottai.
Invites same-community
alliance. Call: 6366530307,

EZHAVA, 26,

Master’s, Busine:
S an i

groom from the same
community. Call: 6366530311.

EZHAVA, 29, 152 cm, MBA,
Business, Kannur. Seeks an
accomplished groom from
the same community. Call:
6366530311

IYER, 39, 168 cm, Manager,
Bengaluru. Father a Retired
AGM. Seeks a distinguished
match. Contact: 6366530296.

JANGAM, . 170 em,
B.Tech, Chennai. Invites

a distinguished match.

Call: 6366530296.

24 MANAI TELUGU
CHETTIAR, 30, 163 cm, BE,
Business, Coimbatore.
Invites alliance, caste no bar.
Call: 6366530307

E,

ADI DRAVIDAR, 25,
M.E, Chennai. Invite:
alliance from an equivalent

155 cm,
s

community. Call: 6366530307

alliance from an equivalent
ity. Call: ;

KAPU, 25, 158 cm, Full Stack
Developer, Telangana. Father
employed. Seeks an educated
groom. Call: 6366448338,

KAMMA, 27, 168 cm, IT
Professional. Seeks an
affluent, well-educated
groom in the USA or India.
Call: 6366448338,

KAMMA, 28, 170 cm,

Business, Telangana. Father
a Businessman. Seeks
well-settled  groom.
6366448338,

a
Call:

LINGAYAT, Divorced, 33,
163_cm, Doctor, Bengaluru.
Father a Businessman. Seeks
a refined match.

Call:

ELAMA, 25,170 cm,
Pursuing PhD, USA. Father
an Industrialist. Seeks an
educated groom, caste no bar.
Call: 6366448338,

VISHWAKARMA, 29,
em, Doctor, Na
orking in
ecks a refined match.
Contact: 6366530296.

akkal.
a PSU.

VOKKALIGA, 28, 160 cm,
Doctor, Bengaluru. Father a
eeks a distin-

MADHWA, 4
Business Anal Benga
luru. Father Retired from a
PSU. Seeks a refined match.
Call: 6366530296

168 cm,

MARTHOMA, 27, 165 cm,
MD,  Doctor, = Thiruvalla,
Seeks an  accomplished
groom from the same

community. Call: 6366530311

MUDALIYAR, 26, 152 cm,
PhD, Working, Chennai
Invites alliance from
same  community.

6366530307,

the
Call:

MUSLIM, 24, 160 cm,

B.Sc, M.Sc, Not Working,
Bengaluru. Invites alliance
from the same community.
Call: 6366530307

MUSLIM, 30, 158 cm, MD,
Doctor, Bengaluru. Seeks an
accomplished groom from
the same community. Call:
6366530311

MUSLIM, 32, 160 cm,
MBBS, Doctor, UAE. Seeks an
accomplished groom from
the same community. Call:
6366530311,

NAICKER VANNIYA KULA
KSHATRIYAR, 29, 165 cm, B.L
(Hons), ~ CS, Consultant,
Chennai. Invites alliance.
Call: 6366530307.

guished match.
Call: 6366530296.

YADAV, 27, 157 em, Manage-
ment  Professional, Tel-
angana. Seeks an educated
groom from the same caste.
Call: 6366448338,

KSHATRIYA, 31, 168 cm,
Software Engineer,
Bengaluru. Father retired.
Seeks a groom, caste no bar.
Call: 6366448338

PILLALI, 28, 173 cm, MBA,
Working, Chennai. Invites
alliance from the same
community. Call: 6366530307,

VELLALAR,
M.E, Professiona
Invites alliance, caste no bar.
Call: 6366530307

YADAV, 29, 165 cm,
Divorced, Doctor, Hyderabad.
Seeks an educated groom,
caste no bar, Call: 6366448338,

NAIR, 34, 163 cm, PhD,

Researcher, Canada. Seeks an
accomplished groom from
the same community Call:
6366530311,

PILLAI, 24, 168 cm, LLM,
Working, Trichy. Invites

alliance from an equivalent
community. Call: 6366530307,
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Two workers
killed, 9 injured
in pharma unit
blastin T'gana

Hyderabad: Two workers we-
re killed and nine others inju-
red after an explosion trigge-
red a major fire at a pharmace-
utical manufacturing unit in
Telangana’s Yadadri Bhuvana-
giri district late Friday. Police
have registered a case against
the company and launched a
probe, reports Madhu Rasala.

The incident occurred at
Hazelo Lab, an active pharma
ingredients and bulk drug in-
termediates manufacturing
unitat Dothigudem village.

According to local sub-in-
spector J Jagan, the reactor ex-
ploded at 10.27pm during the
night shift when 12 workers we-
re on duty inside the facility.
The blast was followed by afire,
leaving several workers trap-
ped and injured. The one-store-
yed pharmaceutical facility is
located about 50km from Hyde-
rabad. “Firefightersbattled the
blaze for several hours and
completed rescue and firefigh-
ting operations in early Satur-
daymorning,” Jagan said.

Nine injured workers were
rescued and shifted to private
hospitals for treatment. Two of
them were stated to be in criti-
cal condition.

NHRC seeks probe into -~ Collections under RBI's dollar

“Revanth planned to meet
‘Vance, Mamdani on US trip

.~ Centre Rejects Approval, Calls Meetings Inappropriate

Roushan Ali &
Sribala Vadlapatla | Tnn

ITINERARY ROW

Hyderabad/New Delhi: Te-
langana chief minister Re-
vanth Reddy planned to hold
“political meetings” during
his proposed trip to the US, ac-
cording to sources in the cen-
tral govt. The ministry of ex-
ternal affairs had on Friday
withheld permission for Red-
dy to travel to the US, while
approving his visit to the UK,
wherehe isat present.

The sources said Revanth
had plans to meet US vice-
president J D Vance and New
York mayor Zohran Mamda-
ni, as well as one of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump's sons.
With India’s biggest Trump
Towers comingup in Hydera-
bad, there has been specula-
tion of one of the US presi-
dent’s sons being invited to
its inauguration.

The official itinerary rele-
ased by the CMO before the
trip made no mention of mee-
ting Vance or Mamdani. But
official sources told TOI in

claim Punjab CM’s wife
‘sought bribe in rape case’

Times News NETWORK

Chandigarh: The National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has issued a notice to
the Punjab govt and its police
chief over a complaint alle-
ging that chief minister
BhagwantMann's wife Gur-
preet Kaur demanded
5 crore to “suppress a
rape case”, even as
Gurpreet Kaur on Sa-
turday sentalegal noti-
ce to former Punjab
and Haryana high co- "
urtjudge Ranjit Singh for ma-
king the charges.

AAP MLA Amandeep
Kaur said: “The CM’s wife
has sent a legal notice in the
matter of allegationslevelled
against her by (retired judge)
Ranjit Singh, brother-in-law
of Congress MLA Sukhpal

Singh Khaira, seeking an
apology within 24 hours, fai-
ling which legal proceedings
would be initiated.”

AAP spokesperson, MLA
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal, de-
fended Mann and his wife, sa-
ying such legal procedures
are routine. The NHRC has
sought a report within
two weeks.

“The complainant
alleged a retired judge
publicly stated thata de-
B mand of ¥5 crore was
made in connection
with a rape case, allegedly in-
volving the wife of Punjab
CM. The complaint, filed by
LRO, raises concerns such in-
terference could compromise
the victim’s right to digni-
ty...,” says the commission’s
Aug2llettertothe Punjabchi-
ef secretary and DGP.

> ‘The visit, it seems,

was not for education or
investment purposes, but

to meet rabid anti-India
spokespersons who are

also the ideological gurus of
Rahul Gandhi,’ Telangana BJP
chief Ramchander Rao said
> Deputy CM Bhatti
Vikramarka said, ‘It (denial)
is political and not correct.
Telangana is part of India and
if it grows, India, too, grows’

New Delhi that the CM’s pro-

gramme, as shared with
MEA, had mentioned his
planned meetings with both
Vance and Mamdani. The
Centrefelt it was inappropria-
te for a CM to meet these lea-
ders as it would constitute po-
litical activity when the visit's
stated objective was promo-
tion of the state’s Rising Te-
langana initiative.

On Friday MEA spoke-
sperson Randhir Jaiswal had
clarified that the ministry had

- swap scheme exceed $72.8bn

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Banks have mobili-
sed $72.8 billion of foreign-cur-
rency inflows under RBI's spe-
cial swap facility as of Aug 21,
with the pace of mobilisation
accelerating sharply in recent
weeks. FCNR(B) deposits acco-
unted for $65.4 billion of the to-
tal, while overseas foreign cur-
rency borrowings (OFCBs)
contributed $4.9 billion and ex-
ternal commercial borrowings
(ECBs) $2.6billion, according to
RBIdatareleased on Saturday.
The pace of mobilisation
has increased almost every we-
ek. Inflows rose from $40.8 bil-
lion on July 31to $56.9 billion on
Aug 13 and $72.8 billion on Aug
21. Banks therefore added $32.0
billion inthe three weeksto Aug
21, taking cumulative inflows to
nearly 1.8 times the July-end le-
vel. FCNR(B) deposits rose

approved Revanth Reddy’s UK
visit but rejected the proposed
US trip. said, “The program-
me proposed in such cases
should be appropriate to the
officeheld, and the purpose of
the visit. In this particular ca-
se, that wasnotsoinrespect of
the US and, therefore, clearan-
cewasdenied...,” hesaid.

Revanth is currently visi-
ting the UK where he is mee
ting representatives of uni-
versities and other institu-
tions. He is expected to return
to Hyderabad on Sunday:

Telangana deputy CM
Bhatti Vikramarka said the
denial of permission was un-
fortunate and the CM was on-
ly trying to bring the most
prestigious educational in-
stitutionstothestate. “Weha-
ve been focusing on educa-
tion, which can improve the
standard of living. Idon’t see
any reasons for govt of India
to deny permission. It is poli-
tical and not correct. Telang:
anais partof the country and
if the state grows, India, too,
grows,” he said.

BANK INFLOWS

from $36.7 billion on July 31 to
$52.3 billion on Aug 13 and $65.4
billion on Aug 21. The latest we-
ekly increase of §13.1 billion fol-
lowed an increase of $15.6 bil-
lion in the preceding week.
HSBC, SBLICICIBankand
HDFC Bank have emerged as
the top mobilisers, with other
large private-sector lenders al-
so stepping up efforts to tap
their NRI networks. Public-
sector banks, barring SBI and
a few others, have been slower
to scale up. Bank-wise data for
June5to July 30 showed HSBC

‘Rough sea
conditions pose .
a challenge to
rescue mission’

> FromP1

then narrowed using

the ship’s GPS coordi-
nates. Authorities have also
alerted merchant vessels,
sending an urgency signal to
ships operating in the area
seeking assistance in locat-
ingsurvivors.

“Indian Coast Guard per-
sonnel have started moving
from both the Andaman and
mainland sides. They are ex-
pected to reach the location
by Sunday,” ADG (coastal se-
curity) Arun Bothra told
STOIL  Authorities said
rough sea conditions caused
by the prevailing low-pres-
sure system are a challenge
totherescue mission.

Sources said the vessel,
MYV Ocean Winner, had gone
incommunicado nearly 24
hours after departing Para-
dipportfor China. It lost con-
tactaftertravellingabout 200
nautical miles from Odisha.
According to officials, the
vessel's crew comprises 20
Chinese nationals, three
Myanmar nationals and one
Bangladeshi.

r l*he search zone was

Court finds blank

~ sheets 81gned by
suspects in ﬁle

Bagish.Jha@timesofindia.com

Gurgaon: A regular bail hea-
ring in a cyber fraud case tur-
ned embarrassing for police
after a court sifting through
the investigation file found
blank sheets carrying signa-
turesof theaccused.

The discovery forced poli-
cetoadmita “serious procedu-
ral lapse” and promise a de-
partmental inquiry into how
signed blank papers became
partof an official case record.

The courtof additional dis-
trictjudge Gagan Geet Kaural-
so found that the case file had
not been paginated, raising qu-
estions about how investiga-
tion records were being main-
tained and whether proper sa-
feguards were being followed.
The court had the file pagina-
ted and sought an affidavit
from ACP (cyber) Gaurav Pho-
gat, asking him to explain the
circumstances under which
the signed blank papers came
tobepartof thefile. The affida-
vit filed by Phogat on Aug18re-

PROCEDURAL LAPSE

vealed the extent of the lapse.
Five blank pages carried the
signatures of Mahender Ku-
mar Meena, six each were sig-
ned by Pawan and Bhawani, fo-
ur by Rahul Kumar; three by
Vishal Maurya and five by Ar-
vind Kumar. Another blank
page bore Vishal's signature
on its reverse, while two blank
pages were signed by Nathani
Bhavesh Bhai.

In his affidavit, Phogat ad-
mitted that thelapse wasserio-
us and said he “deeply regret-
ted” it. He assured the court
that a departmental inquiry
would be conducted and that
such a practice would not be
repeated in the future.

Four held after row

- over chore leads to

. techie’s murder by
wife's brothers

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: Four people, inclu-
ding the wife and two brothers-
in-law, were arrested in connec-
tion with the murder of a soft-
ware engineer at his residence
inouter Delhi’s Nihal Vihar:
Rekha Gupta, 30, her brot-
hers Raju, 35 and Ved Prakash,
33, and her sister-inlaw Poo-
nam, 30, were arrested Saturday.
A techie for the past eight
years, the deceased, Vinay Gup-
ta, earned an annual package
of 50-601akh. He had an arran-
ged marriage with Rekha three
and a half years ago; the couple
have four-month-old twins, a
boy and a girl. Speaking to TOI,
the victim’s sister Kirti said an
argument had broken out bet-
ween the couple when the wife
refused to apply medicine to
one of the children.
“Sheleftthehouse and retur-
nedl0minuteslater. She brought
her brothers and other family
members. There wereatleast six
people, and they started assaul-
ting my father; my mother; and
my brother;” she alleged. The ac-
cused thrashed Vinay and
strangled him. They sat on his
chestand beat him,” she alleged.

as the largest incremental mo-
biliser at $6.1 billion, followed
by SBI at $4.1 billion and ICICT
Bank at $3.7 billion. HDFC
Bank added $1.4 billion, while
Kotak MahindraBankand Ax-
is Bank mobilised $1.7 billion
and $1.6 billion respectively.

The mop up has helped fo-
rex reserves rise nearly $10bn
during the week ended August
15. According to bankers rese-
res will cross the all time high
of $728 billion by end August.

The sharp response has
prompted RBI to bring for-
ward the closure of the FCNR
(B) mobilisation window. RBI
decided that only deposits mo-
bilised up to Aug 31 would qua-
lify, while the corresponding
swaps for FCNR(B) deposits
can be undertaken with RBI
until Sept 11. The ECB and
OFCB components will conti-
nue untilDec31.

I R/ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, / et fawm/ DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
fesmm wmwTé siRer FE/ VIKRAM SARABHAI SPACE CENTRE

fmto o ﬁ’ﬁm 9 / CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE GROUP

fre=g/ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 22 / (W 3./ Ph. No. 0471 - 2564568 / 5669 / 4537)
e/ Date : 21.08.2026

$-ffemy =t 3mfis =g / EXTENSION OF E-TENDER

on 31.08.2026

1. Hioweas, AT § Hi-06 Wo 3 M7 T U X G A N A 9 G 2 s g 3 for faeam (R aen e
%)~ F7 | Extension of P-06 building at CMSE, Vattiyoorkavu for X-Ray facility at Ground floor and Pressurant tank
cleaning facility at first floor (Civil & PH works) - BALANCE WORKS/ NIT No. VSSC/CMG/C01/10/2026-27 D. 10.07.2026
(d.u.¥/P.A.C: T 103.92 71/ Lakhs)

RIS HW F1 374l /Period for downloading: f&i% 31.08.2026 #1 23:00 @51 G @gIY 7Y / Extended upto 23:00 hrs.

g% fifeesR = % 90 www.tenderwizard.inlisro o1 www.isro.gov.in %&| / Interested tenderers may visit
www.tenderwizard.in/isro or www.isro.gov.in for details.

, o, oae
Head, CMG, VSSC

POST GRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARC

CORRIGENDUM

Refer Notice No. P

Dated: 12.08.2026 issued for recruitment of 13 posts of Assistant Professors in different
spemal(les for PGIMER, SaleHl(e Centre, Sangrur. Itis for the information of all concerned that as per the mstruclmns of the advertisement notification, the

hallan. However,
Th

fee

will be made through Demand D

Demand Draft should be p(epared of amount of application fee [Amnum &.g., Rs.1500/- for URIOBC/EWS category candidates, Rs.800/- for

SCIST category

Payable At: Chandigarh

DemandDraftusing a ballpoint pen.

InFavourOf: Postgraduate \r\s(l(u\e of Medical Education and Research Chand»gam
Candidates are required to wiite their Full Name, Category, Name of the post applied and Mobile Number clearly on the back of the physical

Send he criginal DD alonguith th oriinal pplicaton fom & upparting docurerts via Speed Post Regisered Post/ By Hand o the fllwing

furnish Demand Draft)

Instructions:-

PGIMER, Sector-12, Chandigarh, Pin Code 160012.
Date, e.g., October 15, 2026 till 05:00 PM]. No application will be considered after the due

Ensure your packag
datei.e. 15.10.2026.

hes us on or before [Deadli

Note: igh Cheques, Cash, ted, Th fundable.
Other terms & condili Notice No. Dated: 12 oa 2026 wil remain the same. For further details please visit
the Institute website .e. www.pgimer.eduin. For any further query, Officer (RC Officer

(RC) PGIMER, Chandigarh on telephone no.0172-2755578, 0172-2755579 or visit persunauy the reception counter of Recruitment Cell on any working
day between 2.00 PMto4.00 PM, DIRECTOR

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

CHENNAI DIVISION
Office of the Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer,
Electric Logo Shed, Royapuram.
E-TENDER NOTICE
Online tenders are invited from the intending contractors by the undersigned
through e-tender portal of Railways https://www.gem.gov.in for the
following work.

Tender No. | GEM/2026/B/7901518

IRCON INTEHHATIDHAL LIMITED

m (A Govt ot Indla Unciortakin ,- /H///4
Wabsite : www.ircon.org, CIN el
e-Disposal Notice

e-Tender No. : IRCC &E/DISPOSAL/ TI766

e-Tender for and on behalf of IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED is invited from bidders
meeting qualifying requirements for work of “Sale of 01 No. Track Tamping Machine
UNIMAT-8255 (Make-Plasser India) Stabled at Gharghoda in Kharsia-Dharmjaygarh
Section onAS IS WHERE IS BASIS".

if Masterclass

Al FOR

MARKETING

Description of

work two years

Custom Bid for Services - Cleaning and
Up-keeping of Electric Loco Shed, Royapuram for

Last Date & Time of e-Bid | 14.09.2026 at 15.00 Hrs.
For further details, visit website gov.i Cs if
any, would be hosted only on the website. ED/Project

EXCELLENCE MASTERCLASS

Date & Time of
Tender Closing
Note : For further details of tender please visit

gem.gov.in

10.09.2026 & 12.00.00 hrs.

tp:

Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer,
Rolling Stock, Royapuram, Southern Railway.
For and on behalf of the President of India

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

Construction Organization, Ernakulam Jn.
(1) Tender Notice No. 27-CE-CN-ERS-2026-OT Dated : 20. 08 2026

Ircon International Ltd., C-4, District Centre, Saket, New Delhi-110017

@
D oo
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DESIGN

Ahmedabad - 380 007, India.

CALL FOR Eol FROM PUBLISHERS FOR EMPANELMENT

NID invites Expression of Interest (Eol) from reputed National and
International Publishers for Empanelment for Publishing and Marketing
Design Publications. For details, Please Visit : www.nid.edu. Last
Date : 17 September 2026, upto 5.00 p.m. Any Addendum / Corrigendum
will be posted on the NID website only.

Name of work : Doubling of track Turavur -
(TUVR - MAKM) Cherthala Yard and Mararikulam Yard
Tender Value : Rs. 8133.28 Lakhs
Bid Security : Rs. 1,62,66,600.00/-
Completion Period : 24 Months
(2) Tender Notice No. 28-CE-CN-ERS-2026-OT Dated : 20.08.2026
Name of work : Doubling of track between
Turavur - Mararikulam (TUVR - MAKM) Turavur and Cherthala
Tender Value : Rs. 9320.92 Lakhs,
Bid Security : Rs. 1,86,41,900.00/-
Completion Period : 24 Months
Date and time of tender closing : 23.09.2026, 15.00 hrs.
Complete details and tender document will be available at
https://www.ireps.gov.in

Deputy Chief 1C | General, Er Jn.

TOI

INDIA'S
MOST READ
NEWS APP.

100M+ Readers
Trust TOI

Rated #1 Indian
News Brand

¢ Breaking
News 24x7

DOWNLOAD
THE TOI APP

Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Ltd

(l].) (A Government of India Enterprises - Navratna)
South Zone, CIN: L74899DL1999G01101707

LAl 6A, The Rain Tree Place, No.9, Mc Nichols Road, Chetpet, Chennai-600031

Request For Proposal (RFP) For Hiring of
Fully Furnished Office Premises

IRCTC invites sealed Request For Proposal (RFP) for hiring of fully
furnished office premises (ready to move / Plug and Play) ranging
between 3000-3500 Sq.ft (approx.) on lease/ rent basis only from the
owner(s) of such properties preferably in and around the vicinity of
one KM from Chetpet Railway station. Detailed RFP may be
downloaded from the IRCTC portal website: www.irctc.com
(Tenders <Expression Of Interest).

ST T ATEg e fareners, 78 faeett
(FE o i & Ted T Hew 1 Hea,
Tomem waTeTE, WA WERR)
School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi
(An Institution of National Importance under an Act of Parliament,
Ministry of Education, Government of India)
Admission to Bachelor of Architecture / Planning against
Reserved seats for Armed Personnel and Kashmiri Migrant

Applications are invited for admission to the Bachelor's Degree Course in
Architecture & Planning for the Academic Session 2026-27 against the reserved
categories of (1) Dependents of Defence or Paramilitary Personnel killed or
permanently disabled and (2) Kashmiri Migrant, based on JEE-2026 All India Rank
and the eligibility defined by JOSAA/CSAB!

The last date for receipt of applications is Friday, 28th August, 2026.

For details, please see the SPA website, New Delhi: www.spa.ac.in.

SN

Sd/-
REGISTRAR

ST W Agehe Teraners, 7€ faeett
(FE o AT % Ted T Hew S,
Tore viATeT™, WA )
School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi
(An Institution of National Importance under an Act of Parliament,
Ministry of Education, Government of India)
44th CONVOCATION
The 44th Convocation of the School of Planning and Architecture, New
Delhi is scheduled to be held on Monday, 12th October, 2026 at BHARAT
MANDAPAM, New Delhi.

Students are requested to visit SPA website www.spa.ac.in regularly for

instructions and updates related to the Convocation.

sd/-
REGISTRAR

GREG

KIHLSTRO

Martech Futurist,
g Author
Entreprencur

CHRIS N.
CHEETHAM
-WEST

International sps
author, and Al
marketing strategist

M

ker,

IS YOUR MARKETING TEAM
READY FOR THE Al ERA?

Join

the Al for Marketing Excellence Masterclass

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Optimize for Al-driven search (AEO) and next-gen
discovery platforms

Measure ROI, attribution, and marketing effectiveness in

an Al-first ecosystem

60-65% of the session is focused on live demos & tools

Leverage tools like ChatGPT, Google Gemini, Jasper Al,
Canva Al, Hubspot Al, Zapier, Claude, Meta Al tools, Replit,

Scan the QR code
to visit the website

Runway ML & more

SEATS ARE LIMITED. ON FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS.

NOMINATE YOUR MARKETING TEAM NOW
Call: +91 72899 80507 | Email: meghna.singh@timesinternet.in
www.etmasterclass.com/ai-marketing-excellence-masterclass

ATIMES INTERNET INITIATIVE
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Connecting People, Connec

GET NOTICED

1 i5
||| Housing &
Properties

WAREHOUSE

PLO

WITH ASSURED
2Lakhs Monthly Rental income

TaC Apply

TS

@

SITUATION
VACANT

TEACHER

V PART time Maths,
Science, Hindi
teachers, Admin

staff Valasaravakkam
8754530250

OTHER VACANCIES

CHENNAI based Auto-
mation Distributors
needs all india Expd &
Qfd in power electron-
ics P/F time Residence
Business Development
Manager Good Pros
pects. Subrahmaniann
@gmail.com

CHENNAI company
with all Infra & Exp
looking to Represent
your company as
Agent, Distributor can
stock and sell your
product. mail id: Sub-
rahmaniann@
gmail.com

LEADING Chennai
corporate invites Expd
/Qfd Manager to Estab-
lished mini mall of all
fancy Imported- local
goods with good con-
tacts of vendors, Good
Prospects. Subrah
maniann@gmail.com

OFFERS are invited
for availing cell phone
tower at central Chen-
nai for monthly rent.
Subrahmaniann
(@gmail.com

WE are having one
stock lot of Marathon
new motor for sale con-
tact for details. Subrah
maniann@gmail.com

WANTED Experienc
ed Site Supervisor Any
Degree/ Diploma Cont:
RB CONSTRUCTIONS:
98846 65565 / 9092011111

WORK FROM HOME

BANK Offers Rtd /Vrs,
Nre,Nri,Auditors, Prof-
snals. working women
/men, Housewife, Earn
Min 2L P.M. 98416 19586

MADHAVARAM

Bang on Near Madhavaram Metro

www.i5housing.com

ENGINEERS

HNICAL

SITE ENGINEER Req -
Chennai Based Builder
seeks B.E. Civil, 3+yrs
of Residential Site Exp
with Growth Mindset &
Open for Flexible
Hrs.Salary 25K.Apply :
shvram94@gmail.com
/Ph : 7825811444

SITUATION
VACANT
WORK at home for
educated women, Re-
tired, Vrs & House wife
govt/private. No target

7010452373, 9444838800

INDIA'S Leading
Banking Group Req
Retd/VRS/ NRI/ Busi-
ness People Atr.Incm.
9791705567 / 8778756233

WANTED 15 vacancies
in Bank Age: 35-75,
Qualfn: 10 th, +2, any
Degree, Sal upto 1Lac.
9962551965 / 7810030575

WANTED

A export company
located in Perundurai,
Erode, Tamilnadu
is looking for the
candidates for the below
mentioned position

ACS qualified Fresher /

experienced can apply.

Interested candidates can
post their Resume at

profiletojob@gmail.com

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES

|BUSINESS EIFFERSl

SHREE BALAJI
FINANCE

© 6396772505

© 7505175434

Nyagal Chhoti, Churu,
Raiasthan—a:!wz, |

50 LAC to 1000CR. Per-
sonal/Property/Busine
-ss. Project/ Home Loan.
Interest 5% PA. Special
Offer. Agents Welcome

SWanTep |

We are seeking to invest
HIGH VALUE in a
lucarative & viable
manufacturing project
like Engineering
Products, FMCG, Unique
Concepts, Innovative
Products etc.,

J2Z WATER SYSTEMS, 41, Puliyakulam, Cbe-45

Contact with details (COIMBATORE)

95009 17191

MACHINERY

& TOOLS
SALE @ Chennai MNC Used -
Industrial Robot: ABB IRB
6640& Kawasaki -BX300,200
With Controller, HMC MAG XS
321 , CMM -Zeiss Prismo
Navigator , DEA Bravo HP
Hexagon 16.25, Demag Rail
with hoist & Conveyor,
Vertical Draft lifter etc. Cont:
97911 23748, 98847 22679

education
CAREER GUIDANCE
& COUNSELLING

ZYTRIX TRAINING - ONLINE
IT COURSES Data Science &
ML using Python , Agentic Al
Real-time Corporate Trainers
Call/What: +91 97695 46606

| TATA MOTORS |

TATA Harrier Auto-
matic, Highest end
CAMO Green edition
registered in Dec 2020.
Single owner driven.
Run 18500kms only.
Showroom condition.
To become a lucky
owner call 9384026355

z
TIMES inter:

Comnecting e, Convectng v

3
g
x
8
S

@ just

<.

Place your
RENTAL RESIDENTIAL ad
with IMAGE for Friday +
Saturday + Sunday

For details call

Aravind @ 9551356001
Sai @ 9884815003

Toll Free no.
18001205474 (24x7)
L Log on to: ads.timesofindia.com []:%

-,

L JREAL ESTATE]

0.

(For 5 lines)

Readers are recommended to make appropriate
enquires and seek appropriate advice before sending
e money, incurring any expenses, acting on medical
THIE TIMES OF INDIA racommendations o entering into any commitment in
relation to any advertisement published in this
publication. All creatives marked as Advertorial,
Spotlight and Promotional Features are to be treated as
Advertisements. The Times of India Group doesn't
vouch for any claims made by the Advertisers of the
products and services. The Printer, Publisher, Editor,

‘The Times of
shall not be held liable for any consequences, in the

Visit: www.zytrixtraining.com

HOME TUITIONS

ACCOUNTS Tax
School College CA CS
CMA @ Chennai From
5 am to 10 pm All

7 Days M 8610994743

YELLOW LINES

BUYING OLD
HOUSE HOLD

Computer & Laptop,
amplifier,UPS,Battery
All Scraps: 9789023952

COACHING
CLASSES-

HOME TUITION

ACCOUNTS HOME
Tuition School College
CA CMA CS 8610994743

COMMERCI
SELLING

VADAPALANI 1000sf
1Cr UDS 300sf Quick
Access TWP 8610994743

CONSULTANT -
INSURANCE

HOME: Mortgage:
loans: all types of in-
comes T: 09677000168

INSECT SCREEN

SAINTGOBIN Door
And Velcro Type.SPR
9962347835

| (iimasnavan pagar

GOOGLE LOCATION

: ASHOK NAGAR Prime
- Location 3BHK 1250/1550sf -
:6in 1. Veg Complex Rdy to ©
: Opy by Feb 271s.15500/Psf :
« +other Charges 94450 06904 .

PADUR, OMR Main
Road! Sea-Facing

3 BHK Apts. 1700 sq.ft.
Opp. Chettinad
Healthcare. Rs.6495/
sq.ft. 1.1Cr Onwards
Handover in Just 10
Days! Ct: 044-49494514

VIRUGAMBAKKAM
1131sqft Only 1 Flat
Available @ 1st Floor,
Nearing Completion
CCP / Lift. 98404 72738
/ 62625 75761

T.NAGAR, POSH, 3 &
4BHK, Swandra Con-
structions, 97909 15016.
We INVITE JV & OUT-
RIGHT PURCHASE.

VALASARAVAKAM
Radha Avenue. 2BHK
2Flats avail Build 1005
sft.Lift,CarParking.Rs.
11000 Per sft. 9361475535

TIMES i n te r . ’ To book your ad

ng Needs.

AVADI Paruthipattu
New Flat 3BR 1453 Sft
UDS 500 Sft CMDA
Vasthu CCP Second
Floor 90% Loan (All
Including 65 Lakhs)
Ct: 9840445656

PUZUTHIVAKKAM
New Customizable 1, 2
BHK Flats 43-L. on-
wards Ct: 78100 25909

ALWARTHIRUNAGA
R New 2 / 3 BHK Flat
for sale 87-L onwards
Contact : 78100 25909

RAMAPURAM New
Customizable 2/ 3 / 4
BHK flats 73-L onwards
Ct :78100 25909

KANDIGAI -
Unihomes 3BHK Flat
for sale. Contact:
9952965419

FLATS RESALE

VALASARAWAKAM
Nr.Indian Bank,100mts
vlisrwkm Metro stn,
1140sft, uds 600sft, ccp.
1.20 Cr.(S)facing, pakka
Vaasthu. Ct:90476 90446

VALMIKINAGAR
Thiruvanmiyur 3BHK-
15518qFt-3rdFlr-Lift-
Genset-Covered Car-
Park,11yrs old Rs 2.3
Cr. SOHAIL-9841012781

SILVER LA

\I' SILVER LAKE

— (C view propeRTY —

Logon to: ads.timesofindia.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

OMR WTC Perungudi
1935 / 3BHK Seaview
16th Floor Hanu Reddy
Realty 8807231427 /
7824868457

VANAGARAM 3BHK
Flat for Resale 1250Sft
Gated Community with
CCP. WF Assets 93423
54774/ 98416 45444

HARRINGTON Road
Posh Spacious Duplex
Pent house, 2CP with
Private Terrace. 6.3 Cr
7397060698. No Broker.
INDEPENDENT Villa
Guduvancheri, Kayara-
mbedu. 3 Villas G+1.
Land 2462Sft, Buildup
4144Sft. 99402 11200.
3BHK A/C Renovated
nice interior vitrified
tile. Lift 1450sq each
Floor 1-Flat OCP Near
SIET. Ct : 98400 89132

INDEPENDENT
HOUSES
BESANT NAGAR Sea
view 3613sft Land 6BR
4400sft BUA 2CCP
Vaastu Hanu Reddy

Realty 9840508884

VIRUGAMBAK-
KAM 2000 sq.ft
(63x31) on 33 feet Road.
Contact: 9600178756

he g
lamana -

- Vidyalaya

® 96262 92424
98840 30000

operty.com

PSYCHOLOGIST

START New Life In-
crease Confidence To

Be Happy 8610994743

WATER PROOFING

ENGINEER Attends
all type leakage,terrace
tank,sump. 90431 53354

real estate

SAA *

:KQRATTUR :
{THIRUMANGALAM
: Metro / 200Ft Rd Nr. , 1584

* to 2330sft 3BHK Rdy2 Ocpy
1247 40247, 94894 55554

10MINS From Adyar
Ready to Occupy
Premium 2 & 3 BHK
Apartments at
Perungudi, OMR

FULLY furnished,
3BHK first floor
apartment in An-
nanagar [Thangam
Colony]. Built-up
area 1580 sq feet.
Covered car park,
lift, close proximity
to bus depot, metro
station and major
schools. For details
contact : 9840765214/
6381606196.

(Behind World Trade
Centre). Special Price
Rs. 1.19 Cr Onwards.
Ct: 044-46184486

MANAPAKKAM:

Modern 4BHK Pre-
mium Homes at IPS
Colony. Minutes from
Trade Centre, MIOT
Hospitals, Metro &
Airport. Ready for fit-
out. Starting From Rs.
1.9Cr. Ct: 044-49494468

ALWARTHIRUNAGA

FLATS NEW

V FOR SALE SEA
FACING NEW
APARTMENT NR

KELAMBAKKAM 1292

SQ.FT 3BHK with 1 CC

Parking &2 Balconies.
Located in a premium
community with
world-class amenities
including Swimming
Pool, Gym, Children’s
Play Area & much
more. PRICE: 80

LAKHS +REGN

STRICTLY NON NE-

GOTIABLE SEYON

REALTY 96005 66688

V Ready-to-Move

2BHK Flats 870 &
965 Sq.Ft., Lift, CCP,
Modular Kitchen:

Keerthi Constructions
Contact : 98409 77655

SALIGRAMAM Ready
to occupy Posh 3bhk f/f
Area 1000-1200sqft 1ift,
ccp price 1.2 crore on-
wards Ct :9176470659/
9840851889

READY to move
Kundrathur
anancheri 828 sq.ft.,
2 bhk BNC Nagappa
shelterrs 9566241333

ADYAR Kasturba Ngr.
4 BHK, 2650 Sft 4Baths,
Pooja, Lift 2 Free CCP,
Balcony, 1080 Sf UDS.
9551142288/ 9361645390

PERAMBUR Nr Loco
Station Periyarnagar
3BHK New Flat 1800sft
CCP Lift as per Vasthu
Contact: 63830 70115

VELACHERY

R Book now for

*OFFER PRICE* 2BHK
1050SQFT, Lift, CCP,
Near METRO, Han-
dover -3 Months, SRK
CONSTRUCTIONS:
9080397355 / 9840957621

CHOOLAIMEDU
Bajanaikoil St 3BHK
1480 Sft / 5BHK 2170 Sft
Handing over June
2027 offer price
Rs.12000/sft CCP /Lift
Power Backup CCTV
Ct: 9444862005

PALLAVARAM:
Premium  Ready-to-
move 2 & 3 BHK
Apartments from Rs.
58L. Possession in just
10 days! Hurry, limited
units! (962 to 1431).
Ct: 044-49494512

THORAIPAKKAM:
Ready to Occupy
2 BHK from Rs. 86L.
Handover in just 15
days(1033 t01198 sq.ft).
Call: 044-49494515

KUNDRATHUR 2BHK
New, CCP, 723 - 840
SqFt, 45L - 55L, GST &
Regis Extra WF Assets
93423 54774, 98416 45444

10MINS from Porur
Premium 2 & 3 BHK
Apartments from Just
Rs. 68L Onwards at
Kovur.Ct: 044-49494454

MADIPAKKAM ram
nagar 3BHK customiz-
able flats/sale
Rs6700/sqft all in-
cluded. Ct: 9841038628

ADYAR Naveen's New
Posh 2BHK-1032 Sft,4th
Flr-lift-Gen-CCP-
Vasthu, Rsl1.95Cr
"SOHAIL" 9841012781

:SHENOY NAGAR

- 20years Old 13 FLATS

: Behind Bilroth Hospital

: Land 3150 Sft Super Build :
800Sft 10Cr 9790771818

RC WOODSIDE,
THIRUMULLAIVOYA
L, 3 BHK 1110 Sft. 3rd
FLOOR, LIFT, POWER
BACKUP, LIBRARY
GYM, PARTY HALL
0.C.P. PLAY Area
FREE R.O.WATER one
cane daily. Call :
9740044555.& 9445402152

T.NGR Off G N Chetty
Rd Posh location 2
BHK 1045 sft UDS 790
sft Lit/ OCP. 39 yrs old
East Fac. Well main-
tained. Future MSB
site. Rs. 1.65 crs. No
Brks. Ct RKGS 95000
59945

ECR, Kanathur, Bhoo-
mi&Buildings,Oyster,
3BHK Duplex at Rs.3.1
Crores & 4BHK Duplex
at Rs.5 Crores.Bysani
Property  Advisors:
9789000737

VELACHERY Sarathy
Nagar 890 sq ft 2 BHK
flat. Premier Invest-
ments 9840089981 /
9282110948.

CHOOLAIMEDU 2
BHK,871 Sft(512 UDS),
Semi furnished,I Floor,
No lift & No CP. Rs.85L
(Neg). Ct : 72998 97000

ADYAR Shastri Ngr

3BHK 1709sqft 2nd
floor, UDS 487sft
West  Facing 2Crs

9841044802/9940499982

K.K Nagar, 2Bhk

2 bath Rs:43L,0CP,
+Security, Read to occ-
upy, Loan arnged, No
Broker,CT:9940691777.

K.K.NAGAR, 950 sq.
ft. 2BHK Lift CCP WW
North UDS 465sq.ft.
Prime Area Rs.90Lac
(Neg) 9444215263

PERUMBAKKAM

embassy residency ph-
ase-2,3bhk,3rd flr,1547
Sft,10 yrs, semi furni-
sh, Rs.99L: 9884294365

T.NAGAR Luxury
Flat 2850sft 3BHK 2nd
Floor Lift CCP UDS,
1520sft 10yrs. 5.25Cr.
R.Realty 8220152965

NUNGAMBKAM
1638sft 3bk cp 10y 2..60c
kilpauk Asprin 1100sft
220gdn 30y gd flr 1c.
FSH 9003026878

SHOLINGANALLUR,
Mantri Signature 3
BHK 3780 sq ft luxuri-
ous villa on 3650 sq ft
land. Premier Invest-
ments 9841025546 /
46168596

ANNANAGAR EAST
G Block II Ave 9th
Street W.Facing 2.25
Grds with 11000sft
building 10yrs old.

Single owner:
7539942444
MADAMBAKKAM

Tellus Avenue phase-2
Nr Sivan Temple new
4BHK-1900sf, land
1095sft: 9840271915

SALE at TNagar-
Prime Area High-End
Independent House.
With 2 Covered Car
Park. Ct: 8939089000

OMR Nr.Sairam Col-
lege Individual Villa
2BHK Rs.36Lakhs &
3BHK Rs.72Lakhs 90%
Loan Ct: 9382225252

CHETPET Nowroji Rd
G+2 East Plot 3780sft,
Passage UDS 920sft
BUA 4845sft, 11.5 Cr.
No Broker. 9840649739

ALANDUR MKN Rd 2
Nos of Adjacent 2BR
BUA 912 + 916sft Hanu
Reddy Realty
9121208804 / 6364921105

WALAJABAD Town-
IL.House Rs.35 L
Bank Loan Avl
Ct.7604 93 93 93

LAND FOR SALE

6+ acres of land with
clear titles available
for immediate sale.
Closer to main road,
good water resource
and within Para-
makudi municipal-
ity limits. Suitable
for schools, hospit-
als and residential
plots. Genuine and
Institutional buyers
preferred. CON-
TACT 99522 49483

TAMBARAM Varada
rajapuram Singaravin
Ngr 1200sft CMDA Lay-
out 24ft Road Gated Rs.
4750/ sft Neg 93802 40760

NEELANKARAI
3Grds East FaceAprd
30ft Rd Rs.3.5 Crs/gr.
Agents Exc. Modern
Spaces - 8122285308

NEXT to Thiruvallur,
1.20 Acres, 1 Km from

H, On Tar Rd, Rs.56
Lks PAcre, No Brk,
9384662254

MEDAVAKKAM RG
Nagar CMDA Apvd
Plot 1035 Sft, 1125 Sft,
1425 Sft, 1500 Sft Sale
Contact: 9791178789

GET NOTICED

INVEST TODAY.
THANK YOURSELF
TOMORROW.

PARKHOUSE
MEWS

Q Guindy, Chennai

3 & 4 BHKs | 1886 to 2608 sq.ft.*

Base Price Starts
at 3.38 Crores

Completion Certificate No.
EC/South-11/044/2025 dt. 4.2.2025

*RERA carpet area 1243 to 1717 sq.ft.
Floor rise charges applicable.

VISIT FINISHED APARTMEN

Appaswamy
REAL ESTATES
SINCE 1959

Q 80560 05033

E PARKHOUSE MEWS RERA No.
TN/29/Building/532/2022 dated 28.12.2022
www.rera.tn.gov.in

Actudl Site Image

CHOOLAIMEDU,
Posh Location (Nr N M
Rd) 3 Grnds North Fac
71 ft Frontage, near
DAV School. Rs.4.25
Crs Per Grnd No Brks.
Ct RKGS 96770 59942

ANNANAGAR
Prime Commercial
4.4Grnds On 60ft Road
Frontage 110ft Corner
Property Hanu Reddy
Realty 9940016760

THENPATTINAM
Next to New Toll, 5
Grds,Resdnl plots, 40ft
Rd, , Sea Access.
Modern  Spaces -
9940953128

THIRUTHANI, 4
Acres,On Tar Road,
Close to State High-
Near NH, Rs.49

SRIPERUMBUDUR &
Sunguvarchathram Nr.
DTCP appd plots ready
to build, loan avail,
Rate:600/- Ct:9884201815

POTHERI VGN South-
ern County Nr. SRM
Univ. Doctor Owner
2400S8ft Rs.1.2Crs
9526326978 / No Broker

AMBATTUR kathir
vedu village Brittannia
Nagar 3Gr surrounded
by premium flats Rs.
7000 per sft 89258 48889

ECR-KANATHUR nr
Mayajaal 7,000 sft. ap-
proved plot for Buying
/ Selling properties on
ECR, OMR 63830 70115

CHROMPET Nr Super
Saravana Stores, 1700sf
& 3740 sqft available
CMDA apd Rs.7500/sft
9894715293, 9840972961

VILLIVAKAM, Kola-
thur, TVS Nagar,Avadi
Vadaperumbakkam,
Redhills Plots Buying -
Selling Ct: 63830 70115

OMR, Sirudhavur,

GST, Sengkundaram
Redwoods Gokulapu-
ram main Rd, Right
next to Arihant As-
hiana Senior Citizen
Living, Near Singape-
rumal temple 0.5 & 1
ground DTCP appro-
ved plots. Gated Com-
munity 9789522759.

ECR: Sea side 2400 Sq
ft, DTCP & CRZ Appr-
oved Plots @ Rs.33.3
Lakhs, Nr.Koovathur,
Secured Gated Comm-
unity & Bank Loan
Avl. Ct:7540054006

NEW Launch Chengal
pattu DTCP, RERA
2km Collectorate, 3 km
New bus stand ,400 mtr
GST, Good Palar water:
95515 54342/ 72000 12042

THIRUVERKADU,

VGN  Mahalakshmi
Nagar 2400sqft CMDA
Approved North Fac-

ing. Buyers only
9789522759
ACHARAPAKKAM

Nr.TAKSHASHILA
University GST Road
Dtcp/Rera Plots 550/ Sft
Reg Free Ct: 8608816070

DTCP Plot for sale
Nr. Guduvanchery
Railway Stn 1375 &
Adhanur 4565sft,
3800/sq.ft 8668038632

PERUNGALATHUR
Premium plots!
967-1583 sq.ft.Rs. 60L+.
Prime location.Hurry!
Call: 044-46184468

VIRUGAMBAKKAM
to Koyambedu on Road
property 6000 Sqft Land
with 105 frontage
7550091180

MARAKKANAM
Kolathur village 1.15
Acres Land for sale
Contact 9790771818

LIMITED Villa Plots
Thirumazhisai |
Prime State Highway
location | Sizes:
642-2360 sq.ft. | From
just Rs. 18L onwards |
Book Now! Call:
044-46184482

PORUR Land For Sale
Plot No.32 Mangala
Nagar 11th Cross St,
Porur, Chennai - 600116
2400Sqft (60 x 40) 3.30Cr
Contact: R. Vijesh
99520 17595

CHENGALPATTU

Thirukazhukundram
DTCP Villa Plots Gated
Community Rs.10Lacs
Onwards Ct.8608816070

BUNGALOW & VILLA

RESALE Villa for
Sale Uthandi - BUA
5350Sft UDS 4400Sft
3BHK Servant Room
N/F 14yrs, 4.5 Crs.
Agents Exc. Modern
Spaces- 8122285308

RESALE Villa for
Sale Kovalam - BUA
3405 Sft Land 1.5 Grds
5BHK 14yrs 2.5 Crs.
Agents Exc. Modern
Spaces - 8122285308

ECR BEACHSIDE
KOTTIVAKKAM
CUSTOMISABLE
VILLA WITH LIFT
MAXCITY: 86081 49414

More

fcl
ads on

subsequent pages...

PRIME PROPERTY

On NH, 12000 Saqft

Commercial Land, PRITHVI BUILDERS
Rs.3950 Per Sqft, N

Brokers, 0364662254 Offer 3BHK 1650 Sft
SINGAPERUMAL | UDS 700 Sft 1st floor @
Koil 1km from GST :

Road DTCP Plots. P 1 Nachiappan Street,
Rs.3600/sft. 90% Bank 5

Loan. CT:9751155551 . Mahalingapuram
ECR Kovalam nr Olive Exclusive Finishes
Beach Apprvd 2.5 Grds

Villa Plots Available @ Ready by October 2026.

1.3 Cr Per Ground.

Owner: 9003011274 Allinclusive 3.2 Crs.

TRICHY FOR SALE j Ct: 92821 04111
3.08 Acres NH Facing

Industrial/Commercial

with Power, Water etc. KOTHARI

9448045719 —HNRGAR—

PURASAIWALKAM — VILLA PLOTS FOR SALE —
Ponnappan Street Near

Mosque 2800sqft Land ® CMDA APPROVED

Rs. 23000/- per Sqft. Q LocaTion:

Ct : 89258 48889

COMMERCIAL
LAND FOR SALE -
Guduvanchery
Kayarambedu

Size 12500 Sq.Ft

RESIDENTIAL

HROMEPET

~ YOUR IDEAL HOME DESTINATION —

|1 151 sarr 10 2381 sarr |

Rs. 4,000 /- per Sq.Ft
DAKSHAN PROPERTIES
9080851702 / 8939395938

srReer
uaHTs

eensnite: ST0RM WATER
Boss oRAs
24718307

waren

sy

[© conscr ]
8270022224 / 8270022228

PLOTS FOR SALE ®

KOTTIVAKAM
Swaminadhan Nagar
4th St Extension. 2.3 G,
68/82 North Facing,
(Half Also) 9380938099

READY FOR
CONSTRUCTION

PROJECT APPROVED.
BY MAJOR BANKS
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Where have all the children gone?
Sikkim confronts a fertility crisis

With India’s lowest fertility rate, emptying schools and an ageing population, the Himalayan state is looking
beyond baby bonuses and IVF to treat falling fertility as a quality-of-life issue, not just a medical one

BABY 0

STEPS @ ¥

© Salary increment for
govt employees for each
additional child

© Longer parental leave;
365 days for women
govt employees and
30 for men

O Vatsalya IVF scheme
provides childless
couples up to 33 lakh for
two cycles of treatment

O Mero Rukh Mero Santati
plants 108 saplings for
every newhorn

O Eligible children get
210,800 in an interest
bearing deposit at 18
under Sikkim Shishu
Samriddhi Yojana

© Aama Sashaktikaran
Yojana for eligible
unemployed, unmarried,
widowed, divorced or
separated mothers
aged 18-59 that provides
220,000 annually

THE NEXT PUSH

O ART centre for IVF, Ul
and related services
slated to openin
Gangtok this year

O A national study by
ICMR-NIRRCH with
IIHMR is examining
the drivers of Sikkim's
fertility decline

O A population-care cell to
bring health, education,
financial support and
other population policies
under one dept

© Sikkim Demographic
Observatory to track
district-wise TFR,

age at marriage,
infertility, migration and
marriage trends

© Planning for an ageing
Sikkim through geriatric-
care training and
collective living spaces

NEW ROOTS: Tshering
Choden and her two-yr-old
son check on the saplings
celebrating his birth

Mohua.Das@timesofindia.com

113,200 feet in East Sikkim,

Thegu Primary School has

eight classrooms, a

sprawling playing field

and, at the moment, two

students. But the only
classroom open is pre-primary, where
Lhakpa Tshering Sherpa and Gelchen
Sherpa are learning their ABCs amid
plastic slides and comic-book posters.
Beyond the door is the strange luxury of
an entire school, built up to Class V, to
themselves. There are, in fact, more
teachers than students. Three teachers
still come for the two boys, including
Dima Lamu Bhutia, who travels 15 km
from Kupup every day.

1t was once a busy village school. Bhu-
tia, who has taught here since 2013, re-
members keeping two registers for a single
class of about 50. By 2019, Thegu and its
surrounding settlements could muster
only about 17 students. “People here now
want a good life for themselves, so they
marry late and say, ‘What's the point of
having many children?"” says Bhutia.

Thegu PS is among 17 primary schools
proposed for closure in Sikkim this year
because of low enrolment. Last year, 38
were shut. Education secretary Tashi
Chophel links the falling numbers to the
state’s total fertility rate (TFR), currently
thelowest in India. “Our TFR fell from 1.1
in 2019 to 1.0 in 2023. In these four years,
enrolment also dropped by about 20,000
children, which is a huge number for Sik-
kim,” he says. Some state- and district-lev-
el estimates now put it even lower at 0.8,
closer to some of the world’s lowest-fertil-
ity societies, such as Seoul (0.6). TFR is the
average number of children thata woman
is expected to have in her lifetime. In the
2000s, India’s TFR was around 3.3 births
per woman. It has fallen to 1.9.

A few kilometres downbhill, there are
signs of new life. Tshering Choden has
brought her two-year-old son, Kunzang,
to Pangthang’s forest block, to check on
some other two-year-olds: cherry, gurash,
chandan and chap saplings. Kunzang is
roughly two feet tall now. Some of the
trees are too.

They are part of ‘Mero Rukh Mero
Santati’, or ‘My Tree, My

ROLL CALL: With two students and three teachers, Thegu PS is among 17 primary schools
in Sikkim proposed for closure this year as enrolments fall

old. “The increment, about 3% of basic
pay, means Rs 6,000-7,000 more a month.
For a govt employee, it is a big amount,”
says Lepcha. Another increment comes
with a third. “T'm actually thinking of
having a third too.” In Sikkim, where
roughly one in seven works for the govt,
that possibility enters many households.

But even as the state tries to coax new
life, Lepcha’s calculations show how
much more goes into the decision. “We
want our children to go to private school,
which is expensive. So is childcare when
both parents work. These incentives help
ease the choice.”

WHEN CLOCKS COLLIDE

Some men and women have other plans
for their twenties, and marriage and chil-
dren now have to fit costs, timing, and the
life they're building.

Sonam, 26, from Rinchenpong, has
finished her Master’s, is preparing for the
state competitive exams, and isn't
convinced she wants to marry at all. “T
want to be independent, work...be in my

own company,” she says. If

Child_’, a govt initiative Behind tl‘le dec'ine shfa doss, she imagines mar-
PRt arelats mairiuges, TSN Sk
child. Once p!apted and Chal'lging bit”. A child would also de
froieseed plsble ey aspirations, P e
t_"amjlies get R_s 10,8_00 inan al'ld Women’s sm‘faqmg in_the state’s con-
imrss Seaing 0245 concem thatmen  Siaions i g o

For C_hoden. 45, an An- don’t Shal‘e the sgcretary-cum-p_rog_ramme
sonvd worer nhetes - load. “Alotof men  Aicr ot Skl Y
chi_ldren arounq her Sti" have to Step Provis_io_n and Innoyation
sk Dung bl mygaysMLA  SeipmessSuone)m
or none. _Now. some of us Pamin Lepcha. devel_opmg}nt_dgpar'tment,
Eisoeadeiis Theqoestonls [esissinicun
and deposit contribut_e how to make it cal and intellectual tension”.
someiiing o that el easiorforher iy vomenars e
trees just as we look after | NEREREEN with those spent studying

achild and nurture them.”

Kunzang is among 11,663 newborns
registered since the scheme began in
2023. The idea fits easily in a state with
strong ties to nature, says Gangtok divi-
sional forest officer Kshitij Saxena. “And
108 carries spiritual significance, so the
adoption comes naturally.” The trees can
become a livelihood too. “A father once
told me he’d have another baby so he
could plant 108 more avocado trees!”

Jigmee Lepcha chose sheesham for his
younger child. The education department
officer’s parents grew up with six siblings
and he with three, yet he and his wife
hadn’t planned for more than one child.
Then the state offered govt employees an
additional increment for a second. “That
definitely made us think.”

Their second child is now 20 months

and becoming financially
secure. “Take any field, even civil services,
women are doing better than men,” she
says. “But when you are doing well in life,
some roles get compromised.”

Fertility specialist Dr Bandana
Pradhan, who started Sikkim'’s first IVF
clinic in Gangtok, says delayed marriage
is one of the clearest patterns among her
patients. “Women are highly empowered,
but biology hasn't changed,” she says.

Dawa Lhamu Sherpa from Namchi is
an example of that awkward time loop.
She spent 12 years working in Delhi as
her family’s sole earner, supporting her
mother, brother and his children, and
eventually building the family home.
“Only after that did I come back and start
thinking about myself,” she says.

She married at 42. After three years of

trying to conceive naturally, Dawa turned
to IVF at 45. The second cycle worked and
last Nov, she gave birth to twin girls. As-
sistance under the state’s Vatsalya scheme
made the treatment possible. Without it,
her husband, Tek Bahadur Chhetri, says,
“Iwould have had to take a loan, borrow,
or even let go of the plan to have kids.”

OTHER PIECES OF THE PUZZLE
Age, though, is only one part. Dr Pradhan
sees women in their twenties with badly
damaged fallopian tubes, sometimes from
infections following poorly managed abor-
tions. “Infertility doesn’t suddenly appear
one day,” she says. “Young women may
take abortion pills themselves and skip
the scan or follow-up; retained tissue can
cause chronic infection, with the damage
surfacing years later as infertility.”

Rohini says the state is seeing the
problem further upstream. “Young wom-
en afraid to approach a doctor sometimes
try to manage abortions themselves with
MTP kits bought from pharmacies.” The
govt is now strengthening sexual and re-
productive health education in schools.
“It’s all a chain of interconnected conse-
quences,” she says.

Before Dr Pradhan started Sikkim’s
first IVF clinic, patients routinely trav-
elled to Guwahati or Siliguri partly for
anonymity. “Infertility carried the as-
sumption that the woman had failed and
faced the possibility of divorce or husband
threatening to remarry because of child-
lessness.” She remembers one who, unable
to conceive, persuaded her husband to
marry again. “The second wife eventually
ran away with another man, and she ar-
rived at my clinic. IVF worked.” Aware-
ness that infertility is a couple’s issue has
improved now, she says. “And I've made it
compulsory for both to get checked.”

WHO WILL RAISE THE CHILD?
And then there is the husband. “A lot of
men still have to step up,” says Pamin Lep-
cha, 44, who sees it up close as MLA for
the constituency that includes Thegu.
Women considering marriage and chil-
dren “want to know whether they have
backup. If they feel they lack support, they
refuse to put themselves in that situation.”

The same concern has surfaced in the
state’s consultations. “Women feel their
partners have failed to rise to the occa-
sion and share responsibilities,” says
Rohini. So, policymakers keep returning
to her question: “How can we make
the choice easier for her?” It is at the
heart of what she calls Sikkim'’s “whole-
of-govt approach”, which is now looking
beyond medicine and baby bonuses to
how people live and make choices. “We
can't tackle TFR from a purely medical
or clinical perspective,” she says. “Wom-
en’s lives have changed, and policy has
to change with them.”

TOI INTERVIEW

‘What Sikkim is seeing today,
other Indian states may
also have to prepare for’

Falling school enrolments rang the first warning bell for Sikkim
CM Prem Singh Tamang. He tells TOI how that led to a ‘whole-
of-govt’ approach to fertility, spanning the happiness index,
childcare, migration and the future of its small communities

Mohua.Das@timesofindia.com

Sikkim's fertility rate has been falling for over two
decades. When did it become a state priority?
mIfirstnoticed enrolment falling, especially
in pre-primary and primary schools. When
we looked into it, we found our TFR was de-
clining and began asking why people were
having fewer children. We started by offering
govt employees an additional increment for
a second child, and two for a third. Then we
looked at what else gets in the way. Parents
need time to care for children, so we in-
creased maternity and paternity leave. Some
couples need fertility treatment, so IVF as-
sistance went up from Rs 1lakh to Rs 3 lakh,
and there have been many successful cases.
Now, we are planning an incentive for people
to marry and have babies early because not
only in Sikkim but everywhere, people wait
till they are 35-40 to settle. We're working out
what the conditions for the incentive should
be. This is a serious matter for the govt, and
we are trying our level best.

And when you think 20 years ahead, if

fertility continues to decline like this, what
worries you most?

m What worries me is the workforce and the
next generation. People are ageing and will
retire. If fertility keeps declining, where will
our manpower come from? An outsider can-
not take a govt job; you need to have a Sikkim
domicile. You can already see the warning
signs in schools, where some have five teach-
ers and one student, or seven teachers and
three students. Our fertility rate has to in-
crease. I don’'t mean enormously, but at least
it should come back to an average level.

It’s ironic that one of the world’s most

populous countries now has a state grappling
with the opposite challenge, with a TFR
estimated at as low as 0.8, comparable to some
of the world’s lowest. Has this paradox been
discussed with the Union govt?

m Yes, it’s being discussed with the centre, and
we are getting support. When Sikkim became
the first in the country to introduce incentives
to increase fertility, people criticised us, say-
ing, “Oh, Sikkim is a state where you produce
a child and then take money.” But what Sik-
kim is seeing today is something other Indian
states may also have to prepare for. Other
states are beginning to face the same problem.
Certain institutions are advocating larger
families, and Andhra Pradesh has announced
incentives for having more than one baby. It
is becoming a national problem.

The govt has introduced several measures to
make it easier for people to have children. But
there are limits to what policy can achieve
because parenthood is ultimately a personal
choice. How are you addressing Sikkim's
fertility challenge as a quality-of-life issue?

m Quality of life comes down to opportunities.
If people can work and build their lives here,
they will stay. The govt’s job is to create that
environment through good education, health-
care, infrastructure and opportunities to earn.
We can’t feed people with our own hands, but
we can make those things available. And op-
portunities need not mean govt jobs. If some-
one wants to sing or dance, you can't tell them
to take up a govt job. When we came to power
in 2019, Sikkim had about nine dance and mu-
sic academies; today we support around 60,
besides individual artists and self-help groups.
Healthcare has expanded too. Kidney patients
who once had to travel outside Sikkim for di-
alysis can now get it in every district hospital,
and we are starting kidney transplants here.

If people have the facilities and opportunities
to live well here, they will stay.

Beyond incentives and facilities, how do
you make Sikkim a place where young people
ieel conﬁdent about balancmg work,

and raising ?
mIoften talk about the Happiness Index. We're
number two in the Northeast and, I think,
around fifth nationally because it’s not only
about earning; people also need the flexibili-
ty to pursue what they want in life. We were
the first state to introduce sabbatical leave for
govt employees, allowing six months to three
years off at 50% basic pay to start a business,
study, go abroad or pursue a personal goal. It
can help people with planning and raising a
family, too. After a year of maternity and
childcare leave, you can take up to three years’
sabbatical without affecting seniority or pro-
motion. So that gives you almost four years.
By then, the child has grown up. The idea is
to give people that flexibility.

Also, Sikkim is made up of many small indigenous
communities. Is there a concern that with

falling TFR, these communities, their languages
and cultural traditions could disappear?

m Sikkim has many small communities, each
with its own language and traditions. With

AGAINST THE CLOCK: Dawa Sherpa with her
IVF-born twins, conceived at 45 with support
from state’s Vatsalya scheme

more people marrying across communities
and children speaking a different tongue,
preserving these becomes important. We are
appointing language teachers in schools and
publishing books in languages that didn’t
exist earlier. We have also established an In-
digenous Language Development Board.
Govt notifications, once only in English, are
now issued in these languages too. We are
also trying to preserve traditional dress and
celebrate each community’s festivals. We've
made it compulsory to wear traditional dress
every Thursday. This year, we started some-
thing in the Assembly too. During the budget
session, every MLA wore the Lepcha dumpra
on the first day, the Bhutia bakhu the next,
and the Nepali daura suruwal on the third,
irrespective of their own community. Qur
languages and traditions have to survive.

Apart from increasing births, how is Sikkim
preparing for an ageing population?

mIn Sikkim, our tradition has been to keep our
parents at home and look after them, and we
want to preserve that. We have enhanced old-
age pensions and are expanding healthcare at
the gram panchayat level. In 2023, we intro-
duced the Rs 1lakh Shravan Kumar Award to
encourage families to care for elderly parents,
and last year brought senior citizens under the
women and child development department so
their needs are addressed more closely.

Why gig economy is going grey

A growing workforce in their late 50s and 60s has turned to jobs like cab
dnvmq and dellvermgf groceries because they cannot afford to retire

com

n March, as Abdul Afsar drove his

cab through Hyderabad, he felt an

uneasiness in his chest. Sweating

and panicking, he dropped the pas-
senger off, then pulled over and called
friends and the app helpline. “Ifound out
later that it was a heart attack. My
friends rushed me to hospital, and I got
treated in time. But the only question
customer care asked me was if the pas-
senger had been dropped off safely,” he
says. The line went dead when he as-
sured them he had.

Afsar took three months off before
returning to driving. At 59, when many
enter retired life, he starts his day at 4am
and logs 15 hours of work. “I have no
choice. My monthly expenses go up to
nearly Rs 45,000, and I am the only earn-
ing member,” he says.

Afsar’s plight has become increasing-
ly common, say labour rights activists.
Across India’s cities, a growing number
of workers in their late fifties and sixties
with little social security or savings are
strapping on delivery bags and logging
on ride-hailing apps, not as a side hustle
but as their only source of income. La-
bour experts say policy has largely failed
to account for this ageing gig workforce.

Shaik Salauddin, national general sec-
retary of the Indian Federation of App-
Based Transport Workers (IFAT), says:
“We are seeing an increasing number of
workers in the 55-60 age group and even
beyond, in gig and platform work. This is
not a sign of a healthy employment sys-
tem, but economic insecurity and the ab-
sence of adequate social protection.”

AGED OUT

Fifty-six-year-old Madhavi Bhatia (name
changed), an app-based beautician in
Mumbali, is separated from her husband
and pays for her children’s education. “T
had borrowed Rs 5 lakh from a private
lender for my daughter’s marriage. Till
1 can repay that, I have to stay on the
app,” she says. She lives with her sister’s
family to keep costs low. “My sister also
helps me with school fees. But how can
I expect more from her?”

Afsar was a warehouse logistics in-
charge at a cement company when he
was fired at 45. “Everywhere I applied,
I was told I was too old,” he says.

Nirmal Gorana, national coordina-
tor of the Gig and Platform Service
Workers Union, says demonetisation
and the Covid pandemic pushed many
older workers out of existing jobs. “Af-
ter the pandemic, many workers
had to face attrition from the
formal sector. People as old
as 54-55 suddenly found
themselves jobless.
They have now been
forced to take up jobs
like gig work, compet-
ing with young people
for incentives and tar-
gets,” he adds.

Ajay Maity, 53, was
sacked from his job as a
with a public

People as old as 54-

55 find themselves
jobless, and are forced to
compete with young people
for incentives and targets
Nirmal Gorana, cic WORKERS' UNION

sector oil company in 2020
after nearly 20 years. “I was 47
years old then. My son was still
studying, and I had put all my savings
into constructing a home in Midnapore,
‘West Bengal. Everything changed over-
night,” he says.

From earning Rs 28,000 a month in an
office job, he now puts in 15-hour days,

ON THE CLOCK: Afsar and Maity (left), laid off from their formal
jobs, now rely on app-based work in their 50s to make ends meet

weaving his bike
between delivery
points across south
Delhi. “Ttried tolook
for office work, even
started my own busi-
ness, but nothing worked
out. Now I work as a delivery

agent for a 10-minute delivery app.”
The narrow lane leading to the ware-
house is crowded with e-bikes whizzing
in and out. The air smells of detergent
and stale vegetables. Amid the scruffi-
ness, Maity takes pains to maintain a

neat appearance in his company-embla-
zoned T-shirt.

He stays active on the app till he com-
pletes his target of Rs 1,800 a day.
“Whether I finish at 10pm or midnight
is irrelevant,” he adds. He has since
shifted his family to Midnapore to cut
costs. But when his wife needed surgery
a couple of months ago, he had to borrow
Rs 2 lakh from a former colleague.

PAST THE SAFETY NET
Last year, the govt introduced social se-
curity provisions for gig workers, who

must register on the e-Shram portal to
receive benefits. States must now notify
rules to implement the code. But these
benefits, including health insurance,
cease after 60.

“Many of these workers spent dec-
ades in informal or low-paid employ-
ment and have no assured pension or
adequate retirement income. With chil-
dren’s education, housing, debt and ris-
ing medical expenses, they simply can-
not afford to stop working. For many, gig
work has become a survival mecha-
nism,” Salauddin says.

IFAT has demanded that the govt and
platforms create a social-security system
covering pension, health protection, acci-
dent compensation, disability support and
old-age security. “Workers who have spent
their productive lives serving the economy
deserve dignity, not endless economic
pressure,” he says.

Ajay Kumar, from UP’s Etah, knows
what that pressure feels like. It is almost
1pm and after five trips, Kumar’s app
shows earnings of just Rs 434. By Friday,
he has to pay the weekly rent of Rs 1750
for his electric bike. With one eye on the
app for the next order, he speaks of the
failing family business of repairing
watches. “People don’t wear watches as
they have phones or smartwatches,” he
says. He tried selling samosas instead,
but couldn’t make ends meet.

“Thad also borrowed Rs 50,000, but af-
ter the first two installments, could not
make payments,” he says. The 59-year-old
moved to Delhi and now lives in his daugh-
ter’s home. “She gives me one meal a day,
and I manage the rest,” he says as he
zooms off for his sixth run of the day.
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‘Europe won’t get back its ‘normal’ climate — a swift
transition from fossil fuels will prevent worse conditions’

Stefan Rahmstorf is Professor of Physics of the Oceans & Head of Earth System Analysis at the Potsdam Institute. Speaking with
Srijana Mitra Das at Times Evoke, he discusses Europe s summer of heat and fire — and how this reflects global warming at work:

eStefan Rahmstorf

Why is Europe having record-breaking
heatwaves and wildfires this summer?

= This is a consequence of global warm-
ing caused by fossil fuel emissions. The
whole world is warming
— any weather that we
see today is a combina-
tion of long-term climate
change, caused by our
fossil fuel addiction, and
random variations of
weather on top of that.
When these things go in the same dire-
ction, you get extreme events, like the
severe heatwaves we have seen in Europe
this summer along with wildfires. The
latter are actually a result of the excessive
heat because heat dries out soil and plants
quicker — the drier it gets, the more
easily things burn and the fires therefore
grow bigger and out of control.

It's become quite famous how you yourself
went on holiday recently and witnessed a
wildfire close by — could you describe that?

m Yes, we were near Bordeaux at the
Atlantic coast. One day, looking back
towards the land from being out at sea
surfing, we saw a column of smoke
rising. [ immediately thought, ‘The forest
is burning there’, and indeed, that was
the case. This was one of the biggest
wildfires France has ever experienced. It
continued for two
days without af-
fecting us directly.
We just saw a big
column of smoke rising in the
distance, actually going out over the At-
lantic — but then, the wind changed and
that smoke was suddenly coming over the
coastal town where we were. It covered
up the sun. The landscape then showed
this deep-red sun, shining through that
big smoke cloud, turning the whole coast,
Via S.Rahmstorf

WHERE T0? Rahmstorf's July, 2026 images
capture Earth’s hottest month on record

SUMMER HELLIDAY!

A DAY ON THE BEACH IN THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY: On holiday in Lacanau, France, Stefan Rahmstorf took phone pictures of how one of the
largest wildfires ever seen in the country was raining down on its coastal terrain, turning the summer into scenes from ‘science fiction’

the beach, etc., an eerie orange colour,
like a science fiction movie. The soot also
started to rain down from the sky into
the water and onto
the beach. We left
that day.

It must have been a surreal experience as this
also ties into your own work — could you tell
us about that?

m My research focuses on the Atlantic
Meridional Overturning Circulation
(AMOC). This is a system of ocean
currents going all the way along the
Atlantic from the Southern Ocean around
Antarctica, through the South Atlantic,
across the equator, through the Gulf of
Mexico into the northernmost Atlantic,
south of Iceland, partly even into the
Norwegian Sea north of Iceland. There,
the water sinks down. Its northward flow
is near surface in the top 1,000 metres but
then, it sinks to the depths of 2,000 to
3,000 metres — at that depth, the water
then returns to the south, basically along
the American continental margin.

So, it’s relatively warm water flowing
north but colder water returning to the
south — it works like a central heating
system for Europe and the North Atlantic.

Europe is now heating faster than any other
continent — why?

®m Europe is warming faster than other
land areas in mid-latitudes. This has to do

with dynamical changes, namely in wind
patterns and ocean circulation. In terms
of the atmosphere, this is related to chang-
es in the jet stream and in terms of ocean
circulation, many studies show the slow-
ing of the AMOC — which is causing a
‘cold blob’ or a region of cooling in the
North Atlantic. That tends to promote low-
pressure systems lingering over that cold
water. Now, if there’s a cold, low-pressure
system there, and the air turns counter-
clockwise in the northern hemisphere
around low pressure, that means Europe
is getting winds from a southwesterly
direction —and because it has this south-
erly component, that is hot air.

This leads to the strong increase in the
number of heatwaves we’ve seen now in
Europe. AMOC itself is like a heating
system which delivers heat to the North-
ern Atlantic, where it is released to the
atmosphere and is responsible then, with
the westerly winds, for the mild climate
of Europe. When this circulation slows
down, thatleads to a cooling in the North-
ern Atlantic, to the south of Greenland
and Iceland and the west of Britain. This
has long been predicted by climate models
as a response to global warming and you
can see it clearly in satellite sea surface
temperature and air temperature data.

IPCC reports have shown this is an area
where the world has cooled since 1900 —
while the rest of the globe has warmed.
That indicates the slowing of the AMOC.

Several of Europe’'s rivers are drying up — why
and what are the likely impacts of that?
m This is a consequence of the drying and
general drought behind these wildfires.
Such drying is caused
either by less rainfall or
more evaporation, losing
water from the land surface.
In Europe, it’'s dominated
by the latter. While in the
Mediterranean, there is also a reduction
in rainfall, in more mid-latitude Europe,
like Germany, it is predominantly the
increase in evaporation, which drives the
loss of soil water and groundwater and
Via S.Rahmstorf

BRING THE

SOOT ON SAND: As Rahmstorf recorded,
the Gironde fire saw thousands evacuated
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the drying of land, which is behind such
low river levels.

As for the rivers that come out of the
Alps, they also have a strong component
of snow melt in the summer. In the winter,
there is a lot of snowfall — then, in the
summer, that snow melts and feeds into
the rivers. But if, with global warming,
there is less snowfall in the winter, you
don’t get as much snow melt in the
summer, which also contributes to these
rivers having less water now.

‘We therefore see impacts like shipping
in the Danube and Rhine rivers being
restricted, causing economic losses in
Germany and other places. This has also
caused a number of nuclear power plants
to be shut down because of alack of cool-
ing water.

TE readers sometimes say they feel helpless
when they see extreme climate events. Do you
have a message for them?

m Yes. I'd say, of course you feel helpless
because it is a huge global problem. I
think it helps to be well-informed and
talk with other people about it because
then, you don’t feel you're alone with this
massive concern. Large majorities of
people around the world, 70% to 80%, are
in favour of more climate protection —
s0, you are not alone if you're worried
about climate change. We also have the
technological solutions to stop global
warming, namely, getting
away from fossil fuels and
transiting to renewable
energies. This energy tran-
sition is in full swing world-
wide. The contribution of
renewable energies to electricity supply
has already overtaken coal and is grow-
ing exponentially. The faster we can get
out of fossil fuels, the sooner we can stop
global warming from becoming worse.

WORLD HOME

So, could Europe return to what is considered
its ‘normal’ weather?
® The answer is no. That is a very impor-
tant question because often, people think,
alright, if we reduce emissions, things
will get better. That is not the case — COy
accumulates in the atmosphere and much
of ithasalifetime of thousands of years.
So, we can prevent the situation from get-
ting far worse — but we can’t get back to
a cooler pre-industrial climate because
COy has too long a lifetime for that. It takes
thousands of years for nature to get rid of
the increase in COy in the atmosphere.

Hence, we really need to be very fast in
reducing our emissions because that COy
just accumulates and gathers — this is
why we must go to net zero.

Views expressed are personal
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Dear Times Evoke,

It was wonderful to read Srijana
Mitra Das’ beautifully-written
article ‘Why The Odyssey
Continues’ (2¢nd August). | live
near Bellandur. When we moved
here 15 years ago, the area

was lush green and we heard
melodious birdsong daily. Now,
it's been consumed by towering
glass buildings, growing traffic
and urban heat. Your article
truly touched my heart and | felt
compelled to write. | do hope we
realise our friendship with nature
is sacred — and while greed has
no limits, our planet does.

— Hemanalini, Bengaluru

The aesthetically-presented
article on ‘The Odyssey', blending
Homer’s epic with Christopher
Nolan's rendition, was a milestone
in TE. Reading it brought true
perspective and invoked urgency
with pollution growing worldwide.
To conjure up Cassandra, I'd also
highlight wars and militarism
here, which currently escape
emission norms, as read in TE.

— Rohit H. Yadav, Bharuch

TE's article on ‘The Odyssey’ was
sterling. Much of the ancient
epic remains true — the nuanced
observations here made readers
acknowledge humanity’s abuse
of nature and other species.
Unless we shed our arrogance,
we will never be able to get
home as ‘home’ is actually the
peace within our heart and mind.
This article truly embodied the
spirit of Times Evoke — thought-
provoking and meaningful.

— Batul Savliwala, Mumbai
‘Why the Odyssey Continues’
powerfully used an ancient epic
to illuminate enduring human
tendencies of hubris, violence
and distraction. Its warning was
fabulous: civilisations assume
they can dominate nature without
consequences — but these return!

~ Ruchi Jain, Lucknow

Share your thoughts at:
timesevoke@timesofindia.com

Read Times Evoke onllne at:

com/

world/times-evoke

Analogue paneer off menu for a year; preventive measure: K'taka -~ Govtto take stock of HIN1 as Karnataka cases cross 4,000

Bengaluru: Karnataka food safety and
drugsadministration hasimposedaone-
year banacrossthestate onthe manufac-
ture, processing, storage, transporta-
tion and sale of analogue paneer — a
non-dairy product made using vegetable
oils, starches, emulsifiers and other ad-
ditives. The govt order, issued on Aug17

under the Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, said such products do not meet
the regulatory definition of paneer,
which isastandardised food product ma-
defrom milk.

The ban also applies to food busines-
ses, which have been prohibited from
using, storing, supplying or selling ana-

logue paneer in the preparation of any
food product. Even as food safety offici-
als in several parts of the country have
cracked down on fake paneer, Karnataka
officials said tests on several paneer
samples in the state found no traces of
adulteration. The prohibition, they said,
istherefore a preventive measure. T

Bengaluru: Karnataka govt will hold a
meeting with health officials this week to
take stock of the HIN1 situation, with the
state’s tally crossing 4,000 cases this year,
including more than 2,000 reported from
Bengalurualone, reports Pearl D’ Souza.

Health minister U T Khader said sur-
veillance and preparedness will beamong

the key issues to be discussed at the mee-
ting, amid concern over the spread of the
seasonal flu in Bengaluru.

Karnataka recorded 4,583 HIN1 cases
during the whole of 2025. This year’s tally
has already reached 4,125, with the seaso-
nalpeak expected to taper off only in Sept.
The concern intensified this week after a

city school was shut following HIN1 cases
among its students. Health department
data shows the Greater Bengaluru Autho-
rity area has reported 2,033 cases so far,
while Bengaluru Urban district has re-
corded another 982. Together, the two are-
asaccount for more than half of Karnata-
ka'scases thisyear.
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real estate
CHENNAI
PROPERTIES
ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

WANTED 2BHK For
Rent in and around
south chennai Hanu
Reddy Realty

9840098441 / 7824868457

ACCOMMODATION
WANTED

PROPERTY REQUIREMENT
FOR NATIONAL BRANDS
ON RENTAL
RETAIL SHOWROOM
» 1000 - 10,000 sq.ft.
Ready or Built to Suit,
across Chennai

» High Street, Main
Roads

» Direct Owners Only

Contact:
98848 16163

PAYING GUESTS

EAST TAMBARAM
Opp. Bharath College
Sharing & PG Hostel
Ac & Non Ac Rooms
Available 93846 51802

Connec

PROPERTY
ANCILLARIES

BUILDERS &
CONTRACTORS
BUILDING Plan Appr -
oval 25yrs Serviced &
Expd in TP Dept /Gcc,

services at your Door
Steps. Call: 88255 30329

HOUSE Construction
Rate Starts from Rs
2040/Sqft with Quality
materials R.0.1 no free
9840015701/9840175827

NEW House Construc-
tion With Civil Engin-
eer and Structural En-
gineer Plan and Eleva-
tion Call: 9361780990

FARMS

i .
50/~ Per Sft 9566064602

g People, Connec

FACTORY
WORKSHOP & SITES

SALE - Ambattur
Sidco, North Phase
11Grds (26,136 Sq.Ft.) +
10,0008ft. Shed 130 kW
Power| 40 Ft Rd | Clear
Title Ideal for Industri-
al / Warehouse / Logis
tics. Ct : 76111 59995

INDUSTRIAL
PREMISES

INDUSTRIAL Ware-
house land 50 cent in
33feetroadlacreon60
feet road Nayappak-
kam. Ct: 93810 93477

INDUSTRIAL shed for
sale in Ambattur sidco
industrial estate, Total
3000 sqft, 60 HP Power.
Contact : 9841115051

PROPERTY
CONSULTANTS

‘WE do buy and sell all
types of larger extent
land commercial prop-
erty, plots. We have lar-
ger extent land with
thousands of trees for
De-carbonisation
Broker Excuse
Contact: 63794 87596

Business Booster Package

Here's an opportunity to reach our readers
who are constantly looking for these services, all the time.

Get yourself listed here

1 Odays Rs3200/: only

For more det:
9884815003 / Prethip @ 9941173986

Avail advt. collection at your doorstep
To Book Online Log on to: ads.timesofindia.com

JOINT Venture
Advisor 40 yrs exp. ad-
vice to com/ res/ big/
small plots landlord/
association. 9176727247

PROPERTY
WANTED
BUYING - Adyar, In-
dira Nagar 1st Avenue
& Kamaraj Nagar 3rd
Cross Street, Commer-
cial Property or Land.

Bysani Property
Advisors: 9789000737

BUYING - Commer-
cial Properties in TTK
Road, C.P.Ramaswamy
Road & Cathedral
Road. Bysani Property
Advisors: 9789000737

WANTED 2 BHK
Fully Furn, In GC In &
around Koyambedu &
Mogappair East, Mod-
ern Spaces- 9444318671

BUYING - West Mam-
balam, 2 Grounds.
Bysani Property
Advisors: 9789000737

REDEVELOPMENT

WANTED BUILDER FOR
REDEVELOPMENT
PROJECT
Builders invited for
Re-Development of
3.7 Acres Land.

Share Profile by post/mail.

Rohini Flats Owners
Association (TNHB Colon)
(Regn No. 111/2018)
|Annanagar west extn. Chennai -101|
rfoachennaii0i@gmail.com

© 9442237709

COMMERCIAL
PREMISES
KOTTIWAKAM OMR
Wearhouse for rent
(behind YMCA)G+2
floor 61008ft fully tiled,
suitable for Delivery
hub for Quick comme
rce companies. Brokers

Excuse Ct: 9962920004

[

OFFICE Complex At
1st Floor For Sale,
3830sf Rent Occupied
By Govt, Insurance Co.,
with Car Park & Uds
Share 1565 Sq.ft.,
66,Greames Road,
(Near: Mount Road)
Murugesa Naiker Com-
plex. Cont: 99625 75006

SALE commercial
Showroom west
mambalam brind-
havan rd 1200sft
Gr.Flr uds 700sft 30
ft frontage. Only
buyers Call - Gold
Star - 98410 44632

AVADI@ Thiruninra
vur,ByePass on Road
Commercial Plots (2731
sqft.Onwards-11000
sqft.)Suitable for Petrol
Bunk,Kalyana Manda
pam,Tea Shop, Office,
Godown & Jewellery
Shop etc.,Ct: 9585958086

SANTHOME HIGH Rd
PRIME Commercial
Space 3rd & 4th floors
5000 Sq. ft each ideal
for offices, banks etc.
For Rent Contact: +91
99449 71797 / 044 -
28523622

RENT T.Nagar
Bazulla Rd 6500sft
Ind.Bldg F.furnsd
100 WS, 7cabins, 1 C.
Hall, Pbup, 4/2 wlrP.
Goldstar-9841044632

SALE Flat @T.Nagar
Royal court Ven-
katanarayana Rd 1200sf
Uds 407sf 3rd Flr lift
29yrs PVConsultants
9840372900/9444018997

2400 SQFT Individual
House- Adambakkam,
Nr Rly Stn, Lift & CP.
Rent for Banks & Off-
ice, Clinics.9382156766

R.A.PURAM - Rent,
2200 Sq.ft  Office
Space. Bysani Prop-
erty Advisors:
9789000737

To book your ad

KATTUPAKKAM 400
mtrs from Metro stn
new semi furnished
residential building 3
Flrs,1673 sq ft each flr
(3BHK+3Bath) totalling
5019 sft, 6 CP,10 T/W
park, Lift, for Company
lease. Ct: 9600058619

ANNA SALAI (Mount
Road) 8200sqft Office
Space for Rent Next to
LIC & Metro Station,
with 6 Reserved Car
Park. Entrance from
Mt Rd & GP Road. Fur-
nished work station.
Contact: 9840041135

ASHOK Nagar, 1st Av-
enue, Prime Retail,
Commercial 8754 sqft
For Jewellery, Retail
Showroom, Restaur-
ants, Etc, No Brokers
The Legend Estates -
8110911015

MONTIETH ROAD
EGMORE PRIME Com-
mercial Space 1st floor
3413 Sq. ft Bare Shell
ideal for offices, banks
etc. For Rent Contact:
+91 99449 71797 / 044 —
28523622

ASHOKNAGAR 7th
Ave 1325sft 1st flr Com-
mercial Space North
for Sale Hanu Reddy
Realty 9121208805

KOYAMBEDU 30008ft
G+2 Building. Assured
Rental 3L PM. Two
Metro Stations Very
Close by. Ct: 9444054359

KOVILAMBAKKAM
11500SFT Warehouse
cum Office for Rent.
Ideal for Cold Stor-
age/Pharma 9003226969

RENT : Madhavaram,
Nr Andhra bus stand,
6000sft, 1st flr, lift, hall
type, for all purpose.
9003023815, 9003023814

NANGANALLUR,
MMTC Colony, 5BHK
Independent House
3000 Sft, for Rent. Rs.
1.1L. FAM - 9003154298

Logon to: ads.timesofindia.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

200FT & 100ft. Road Corner
Commercial Plot 27620 Sq.mt
for Sale, Near
Industrial Are:
Jaipur 9628016713, 9314421593

COMMERCIAL
PLOTS

BANG ON-ECR |
Nr.KOVALAM

ASSURED

RENTAL

£90000

PER unm FOR 24 MONTH

90878 90678

SANTHOM|
18T & 2nd Floor
1850 Sq.Ft. Each Floor]
Lift, Car & Bike
Parking Available.
For Rent

Suitable for Showroom
Office / Retail
Commercial use

73059 93166

72003 74349

LEASE & RENT

RCC BUILDING G + 2,
9000 Sqft with Lift.
Near Vanagaram Toll
Plaza, Porur for RENT.
Contact: 9444023412

URGENTLY WANTED
ON LEASE FOR

GBSESCHOOL CAMPUS
K-12 CLASS,
5-10 ACRES

LOCATIONS:
PRIME / EMERGING
RESIDENTIAL &
GROWTH CORRIDORS

DIRECT OWNERS / CREDIBLE
AGENTS CONTACT:

98 11 66 99 66

3BHK A/C Renovated
nice interior vitrified
tile. Lift 1450sq each
Floor 1-Flat OCP Near
SIET. Ct : 98400 89132

ANNA NAGAR WEST

West Modern 3BHK, *
1560 sqft, Lift, 2 CP
Contact 9884067525

ASHOK NAGAR

ASHOK Nagar 1250
sqft 2bhk + 2 toilets,
1ccp, only veg, 35,000+
maint, Ramaniyam
Pavithram - 9841269156.

| CHETPET |

ASE & RENT
CHENNAI

| ADAMBAKKAM I

CHETPET gated
community 1490sft 3bk
furnished cp lift
corporate 67k+Main.
FSH 90030 26878

ADAMB. New
Colony 1st St, 1200sft,
3BHK, 1st flr flat Pooja
Room, Sitout, Bal-
conies, CCP, Veg Pref.
99400 14665, 94447 88520

ADAMBAKKAM NR
Ullagaram Nr Metro
New 3BHK 1 Flr 1600sf,
Lift, CCP, Rs. 36000/-
97914 53205, 99629 17322

ADYAR

ADYAR, Besant Ngr,
R.A.Puram,Velachery,
Tirvmiyr,panaiyr,OMR
ECR, 2,3,4 BHK Rent/
Land Avble:95661 85595

ALWARPET

POE'S Garden 3.3.5
BHK LuxuryFurnished
Aprtmt Rent 1 lakh 2.75
Lakh.Nungambakkam.
3BHK 1,lakh (TAR)
9840707745/9566563721

EKKADUTHANGAL

DEFFENCE COLONY
3BHK,3BATH,1ST FLR,
SEMI FURNISHED,
CAR PARK WITH EB
CHARGER. 98409 69877

GOPALAPURAM
NEAR DAV SCHOOL

2BHK Rent Rs. 28000 /-
Contact : 7358787538

| KHK.NAGAR |

Scan

RAPURAM

DELUXE New Flat
1750sq 5th Flr NF Semi-
Furn 4Bhk 3Bathrooms
Genset Lift Security
CCP 1.1Lac. 9600155574

TNAGAR

HABIBULLAH Road
1800 sq ft spacious 3
BHK flat, Rent Rs.70K.
Premier Investments
9841025546 / 9282110948

VANDALUR

MANNIWAKKAM
2BHK, 1040, Airy, Lift
Gated, 24Hr Security,
Woodwork, Vasthu
15K+CP.Ct: 824 844 3495

VELACHERI

1650sft 4BHK 1st Floor
Flat with CP in a gated
community. Ren

Rs.38,000 Ct: 9600017668

2BHK, 1I Flr, Above SV
Heart & Kidney Care,
Nr vijaya ngr bus depo,
taramani rd,Rent.23500
Bachelors. 96003 10467

o
EBE 1.

i DF INDIA
Readers are recommended to make
enquires and seek

3BHK, ground floor
,5th sector 22nd street,
nr. PSBB School.
9445312008 / 9791187319

MYLAPORE

MYLAPORE Near
R.K.Salai, 1BHK-15K,
1BHK-12K on 3rd Floor,
2BHK 27.5K on 2nd
Floor Call: 93802 04334

appropriate advice before sending
money, incurring any expenses,
acting on medical recommendations
or entering into any commitment in
relation to any advertisement
published in this publication. All
creatives marked as Advertorial,
Spotlight and Promotional Features
are to be treated as Advertisements.
The Times of India Group doesn't
vouch for any claims made by the
Advertisers of the products and
services. The Printer, Publisher,
Editor, and the owners of The Times
of India Group publications shall not
be held liable for any consequences,
in the event such claims are not
honoured by the Advertisers.
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Canada to slap S-for-

on US as trade feud escalates

Getty Images via AFP

US Import
Taxes Of
50% Kick In

rime Minister Mark
P Carney said Canada will

apply dollar-for-dollar co-
unter-tariffs on US imports on
Sept 8, escalating the feud
rocking one of the world’s big-
gest trading relationships.
“We take this step reluctant-
ly,” Carney sa-
id  Saturday,
“because were-
cognise that it
will raise costs
and reduce
choice for Ca-
nadians,” that it will hit inno-
cent US companies and states,
and prevent the two countries
working together.

Hesaid theretaliatory im-
port taxes will be concentra-
ted in steel, dairy, appliances,
agricultural equipment, pulp
and paper, and electronics,
with more detail to be publis-
hed in the comingdays.

US import taxes of 50%
kicked in Saturday on hund-
reds of items from Canada, to-
tally about $20 billion in value,
such as plywood, liquor, elec-
trical equipment and hockey
gear, after trade talks broke
down Friday night. President
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion used a Depression-era
authority for the first time to
impose the tariffs.

does a practice lap for NTT IndyCar Series Freedom 250 in Washington,
DC, on Saturday. The Freedom 250 Grand Prix is part of a belated
celebration of the America’s 250th anniversary and President Donald
Trump's continued efforts to transform Washington. Over 140,000 people
are expected to attend the district’s first-ever IndyCar series race taking
place Sunday, on a 1.7-mile racetrack zipping through the nation’s capital

By retaliating, Carney is
takinganeconomicand politi-
calrisk. US officials have said
that if Canada strikes back,
they will present Trump with
options to escalate — raising
the possibility of a spiralling
trade war between two count-
ries that exchanged almost
$900 billion of goods and ser-
vices last year.

Carney said talks fell apart
after US asks to tighten rules,
including on the manufacture
of trucks, on Canada’s ability
to make trade deals with other
countries, and other aspects.
Headded it's not good news for
the US-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment, which entered rolling
reviews after Trump declined
torenew it in July.

TheUSisCanada’slargest
export market by far, with oil,
vehicles and car parts as the
largest categories. But Cana-
da is also the largest buyer of
US goods and services aside
from the European Union, ac-
cording to data from the US
commerce department.

Ontario Premier Doug
Fordadvised Carney this week
to consider “dollar-for-dollar”
retaliation if the talks failed.
His letter to the PM highligh-
ted Canada’s energy and criti-
cal mineral assets as points of
negotiating leverage, and he
also suggested additional ta-
riffs on products from “politi-
cally significant” states for
Trump,suchas Florida, Texas,
Towaand Wisconsin. sLoomserc

US judge strikes
down Trump’s
75-nation visa ban

US federal judge has
Astruck down a govt ban

on visas to nationals
from 75 countries who wish to
settle in the country indefini-
tely, dealing a blow to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s immig-
ration crackdown.

In a ruling issued on Fri-
day in the southern district of
New York, Judge Jeannette
Vargascalled the policy “cont-
rary to law” and said secreta-
ry of state Marco Rubio had
exceeded his “statutory aut-
hority” in issuing it. The poli-
cy, which came into force in
Jan, suspended the proces-
singof immigrant visas tona-
tionals of 75 countries inclu-
ding Afghanistan, Brazil,
Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Nigeria, So:
malia, Thailand and Yemen.

At that time, the state de-
partment had said the deci-
sion was made “to ensure that
immigrants from high-risk co-
untries donot unlawfully utili-
se welfare in the United States
orbecome apublic charge.”

But Vargas ruled that con-
sular officers were wrongly or-
dered to refuse immigrant vi-
sas solely based on an appli-
cant’s country of origin, even
if they had determined theapp-
licant was otherwise. Friday’s
ruling vacates any visa denial
based solely on the policy. The
govt canappeal the ruling. are

Iran condemns US plans to
- announce new sanctions

Israel targets
u -

Syria again after
yUS cgrticism
srael carried out a fresh

I strike in Syria on Saturday
and lambasted US envoy

Tom Barrack for criticising
an earlier attack on an air ba-
se in the northwest, which Is-
rael has accused Turkey of se-
eking to use. US envoy for Sy-
ria Tom Barrack on Tuesday
slammedIsrael’sattack onthe
disused military air base that
day as an “unnecessary esca-
lation that does not advance
regional stability”.

On Friday, in an interview
with influencer Mario Nawfal,
Barrack said the strike may
have been intended to provoke
a conflict with Turkey, pro-
mpting Israeli defence mini-
ster Israel Katz to hit back on
Saturday, calling the remarks
“full of inaccuracies”.

Since the Dec 2024 overth-
row of Bashar al-Assad, Israel
has carried out hundreds of
strikes in Syria and has sent
troops into a UN-patrolled buf-
fer zone that for decades had se-
parated Israeli and Syrian for-
ces in the Golan Heights. arp

Cairo/Washington: Iran
on Saturday denounced US
plans to announce new sanc-
tions that could put further
strain on the Islamic Repub-
lic’seconomy and have an im-
pact on its most important
trading partners including
China. After nearly six
months of war since the US
and Israel launched airstri-
kesagainstIranonFeb28, the
sides are not firing at each
other but also showing no
signof pursuing peace talks.

Oilshipmentsareatavir-
tualstandstill in the Strait of
Hormuz, with Tehran threa-
tening to strike any unaut-
horised oil tankers that try
to transit the vital waterway,
and Iran’s economy is alrea-
dy under immense pressure
from sanctions. US treasury
secretary Scott Bessent is
due to hold a press conferen-
ce on Monday after threate-
ning “the toughest sanctions
inhistory” onIran.

Bessent has also urged co-

Rosatom workers return to N-plant

R ussia state-owned atomic energy company Rosatomis
continuing to return employees to Iran’s Bushehr nuclear
power plant, Interfax reported, citing the company’s Chief
Executive Officer Alexey Likhachev. The number of Russian
specialists back at the plant has reached 42, Likhachev said. “If
all goes well, we'll increase our staff to 100 people this autumn,”
hesaid, adding that the situation at the facility is calm. Rosatom
began evacuating staff from Bushehr, located on the Persian
Gulfabout 1,215 km south of Tehran, in the spring after the US
and Israel launched military operations againstIranin late Feb.
Russian employees at the plant were reduced to a skeletal staff
ofabout 20 people, Bloomberg reported in April. arp

operation with Washington
by China, which buys more
than 80% of Iran’s shipped
oil, according to 2025 data
from analytics firm Kpler. Be-
ijinghasurged diplomacy.
Iran’s foreign ministry
spokesperson, Esmaeil Bag-
haei, said on Saturday the im-
minent US announcement of
new economic sanctions was
an “assertion of extraterrito-
rialsovereignty over every in-
dependent member state of

SUDAN FARMS LIE BARREN AS
EL NINO LEAVES NILE BANKS DRY

AFP

Do

An abandoned boat beached on the banks of the Blue Nile and the
exposed riverbed in Khartoum, Sudan. The powerful El Nino
climate pattern strengthening in the Pacific Ocean, which impacts
winds and rains across the world, has delayed crucial rains and led
water levels in the life-giving Nile in Africa to drop precipitously. This
summer, the Blue Nile basin has already seen as little as half of its
usual rainfall, according to UC Santa Barbara’s Climate Hazards Center,
and regional forecasts predict below average rainfall for the rest of the
year. Along the bone-dry riverbanks of the Nile in Sudan, farmers
struggle to pull water to their crops. Across the country, farmland that
could feed the world's largest hunger crisis many times over lies fallow

Slow boat to Amsterdam ships cargo using

"™ liding into the port of
Amsterdam under full
sail with a cargo of 40
tonnes of Caribbean rum,
coffee and cocoa, the twin-
masted Tres Hombres looks
like something from the hey-
day of 17th-century piracy.
But this 32-metre brigan-
tine has a much nobler mis-
sion than the pirates of old:
sustainable goods transport
using the energy from wind
captured in its sails. “We ha-
ve almost no emissions be-
cause we sail withoutan eng-
ine,” said Sabine Fox, the 51-
year-old boss of Fairtrans-
port, the firm that operates
the Tres Hombres.
Every year the ship, who-
se name is inspired by the
three men who founded Fair-

THE WIND WILL CARRY US: The
twin-masted Tres Hombres

transport in 2007, sails some
7,000km across the Atlantic,
bringing goods from the Ca-
ribbean to Amsterdam. “We
choose products which are
not produced in Europe be-
cause we didn’t want to be in

Sweden probes cyber

the United Nations.”

US President Donald
Trump, who has warned of
economic consequences aga-
inst any country that provi-
des “any type of lifeline to
Iran,” said on Friday Was-
hington was observing “what
happens” in the conflict.

“They would love tomake
a deal, but they're not ready
to make the right deal, in my
opinion,” Trump said of
Iran. reuters

networks after girl dies

in school sword attack | " bl

Stockholm: Swedish police
are investigating whether
an 18-year-old man who at-
tacked students at a high
school with a sword on Fri-
day, killing one, was invol-
ved in online communities
promoting school violence,
a police source said. The at-
tacker struck at a school in
the central Swedish town of
Fagersta, also severely inju-
ringtwo teenage boys before
beingarrested by police. The
parents of a 17-year-old girl
toldlocal newspaper Fagers-
ta-Posten that their daugh-
ter was killed in the attack.
Police are investigating
whether a TikTok account
that posted a picture of a
sword 20 minutes before the
assault belonged to the su-
spect, the source told Reuters.
According to the Dagens Ny-

heter newspaper, the image
appeared to have been taken
inarestroomat the school.

Before it was taken down
on Friday, the month-old ac-
count contained videos that
referred to two episodes of
mass violence in Sweden
and to Norwegian far-right
mass murderer Anders Beh-
ring Breivik. One of the vi-
deosreferenced a 2015 attack
in which a masked swords-
man Kkilled a teaching assi-
stant and two boys at a scho-
olinTrollhattan.

Several party leaders
cancelled planned speeches
on Saturday, pausing campa-
igning ahead of the Sept 13
election. On Saturday, the po-
lice clarified that the suspect
inthe Fagerstaattack had not
been shot, contrary to what
they had said on Friday. arp

$ tariffs - Putin says Ukraine opened ‘Pandora’s

box’ with strikes on economic targets

ussian President Vladi-
I mir Putin said in com-

ments published on Sa-
turday that Kyiv had opened
“Pandora’s box" with its stri-
kes on Russian economic tar-
gets, saying that Russia wo-
uld hit back at Ukraine’s
“most sensitive economic
sectors”. Ukraine has this
summer escalated a campa-
ign of drone strikes targeting
Russian economic infrast-
ructure, including oil refine-
ries and online retailers’ wa-
rehouses, seeking to destroy
infrastructure it says is cen-
tralto Russia’s war effort.

“The Kyiv regime set out
to damage our economy
What did it do? It opened this
Pandora’s box itself. Well
then, expectaresponse targe-
ting your most sensitive eco-
nomic sectors,” Putin said in
comments to a Russian state
television journalist.

He said that the strikes,
which have jeopardised Uk-
raine’s agricultural exports,
would not cause global food
shortages, because Russia

Reuters

et} s = ¢ s
Rescuers on Saturday work at the site of a shopping centre, destroyed
in Friday’s Russian drone attacks on Kryvyi Rih, Zelensky's home city

SES

would be able to replace Uk-
rainian exports. “We do face
challenges regarding the
shipment of our goods, but
we will resolve these issues.
Consequently, there will be
no shortage on the global
market,” Putin said.

France on Saturday pro-
mised to deliver new inter-
ceptor missiles to Ukraine
amid a surge in Russian stri-
kes that have pushed civilian

deaths in the four-and-a-half-
year war to their highest sin-
ce the first months of Mo-
scow’s invasion. At least 13
people were killed in strikes
overnight and through Sa-
turday — seven in Ukraine,
four in Russia and two in
Russia-annexed Crimea.
Ukraine’sallies inthe Coa-
lition of the Willing — an ini-
tiative led by France and Bri-
tain—will meet on Monday to

look at how to ramp up pressu-
re on Moscow to halt its inva-
sion. Among the deadly at-
tacks on Saturday was a Ukrai-
niandronestrikeonahouse in
southern Russia, killing two
children and wounding their
parents, the head of the Kras-
nodarregionsaid.

Russia fired a ballistic mis-
siletowards Kyivinthe middle
of theday—while the German
foreign minister Johann Wa-
dephul was visiting for talks
with his Ukrainian counter-
partand Zelensky.

Ukraine’s General Staff sa-
idinaTelegram post thatfacili-
ties on Rosneft PJSC’s Novoku-
ybyshevsk oil refinery were
struck in the Samara region,
900km from Ukraine’s border.
Imagesonsocialmediashowed
a plume of black smoke billo-
wingfrom the refinery.

A logistics centre in the
same region was also set abla-
ze, Interfax reported, citing
Ozon Holdings, Russia’s se-
cond-largest e-commerce com-
pany. About 500 employees we-
reevacuated. Ap,BLoOMBERG

Total Of 13 Killed In Strikes; Missile Lands As German Minister Visits Kyiv

Pak minorities face relentless
persecution amid violence

Gunmen abduct
over 60 from
Nigeria mosque

Lagos: Armed men abduc-
ted over 60 worshippers from
amosque in Nigeria's north-

central Niger state during :

Friday prayers, police said
on Saturday, in the latest
mass kidnapping in a region
plagued by violent gangs.
Police spokesperson
Wasiu Abiodun said the at-
tackers stormed Kpenya
Mosque in the Dekara dis-
trict of the Borgulocal govt
area at about 2 pm on Fri-
day. “The developing report
indicated that no life was
lost, while joint security de-
tachment has been deployed
to the area for assessment
and rescue operations,”
Abiodunsaid. reuters

Trump says
Xi to visit US
in two weeks

Washington: US President
Donald Trump has said Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
will visit the United States in
two weeks. Trump disclosed
the expected visit while add-
ressinga Republican campa-
ignrally in Myrtle Beach, So-
uth Carolina, on Friday. He
did not provide a date, venue
or agenda for his meeting
with Xi. “As an example, in
two weeks, President Xi of
China’s coming,” Trump sa-
id. He mentioned Xi while
discussing a proposed mili:
tary-ballroom complex at
the White House. 1ans

Anthropic market :
debut could break :
SpaceX IPO record :

he market debut of ar-
intelligence

chief rival to OpenAl, could
break the record set by Spa-
ceX, US media have repor-
ted. Elon Musk’s space com-
pany wentpublicinJuneata
valueof $1.77 trillion and rai-
sed $85.7 billion in its block-
buster initial public offe-
ring, thelargest in history.
Anthropic, maker of the
Claude AT models, “expects
to match or beat the size” of
SpaceX’s deal, said Bloom-
berg. Thefirm’s bankerstold
potential investors it could
seek toraise “more than $100
billion” in its IPO, which co-
uld put the company’s value
at $2 trillion, The New York
Times has reported. That
would more than double the
five-year-old company’s pre-
vious valuation at $965 bil-
lion. Anthropic declined re-
quest for comment. arp

competition with local mar-
kets,” said Fox. “How many
things do we import from
China that we don’t need?”
she asked. By offering a se-
lective and clearly slower
supply chain, Fairtransport
aims to raise awareness abo-
utemissions from shipping.
According to the UN’s In-
ternational Maritime Orga-
nization, shipping accounts
for around 3% of global gre-
enhouse gas emissions. The
sustainably farmed pro-
ducts transported by the
Tres Hombres are sold to
high-end stores in northern
Europe, which the vessel sa-
ilsaround every summer.
Aaron Smit, a deckhand,
seems a bit disoriented by the
industrial landscape of the

port of Amsterdam after mo-
re than a month sailing from
the Azores to the Dutch capi-
tal. Buthisfacelightsup when
he recounts his experiences
aboard the Tres Hombres.

“If you go to the captain’s
chair, which is right above
the water under the bow-
sprit, you can be really close
to the dolphins and see them
jumping all around you,” sa-
id the 20-year-old. But he also
recalls “the most terrifying
experience I have ever had at
sea” — a storm with gusts up
to force nine that smashed the
shiparound.

Strongsealegs are amust
for the international crew,
made up of eight volunteers
and seven professional sai-
lors, and skippered by its

sail power

French captain, Anne-Flore
Gannat. “We have to adapt
every day because we are on-
ly powered by the winds,” sa-
id Gannat, 40.

“We are moving under sa-
ilonly. There isnoengine.”

The Tres Hombres mana-
ges an average speed of seven
to eight knots, building in a
buffer of three knots to avoid
delaying the cargo. Once they
reach their destination, the
products are delivered to cho-
colatiers or coffee roasters.

To cover the costs of such
an operation, Fairtransport
sellsits own “Tres Hombres”
brand of coffee, chocolate
and rum. It also transports
goods for other companies or
charges people to come along
for the voyage. arp

Washington: Fifteen years
after the assassination of
ShahbazBhatti—Pakistan’s
first Catholic federal mini-
ster for minorities and a pro-
minent champion of religio-
us freedom, minority com-
munities including Christi-
ans, Hindus and Ahmadis
continue to face discrimina-
tion and attacks on places of
worship across the country.
The abuses also include
abductions, forced conver-
sions and child marriages,
alongside the misuse of the
country’s blasphemy laws, a
report has stated. These per-
sistent abuses stand in stark
violation of Pakistan’s consti-
tutional promise of equal citi-
zenship, Turkish journalist
Uzay Bulut wrote in Ameri-
canmedia outlet ‘PJ Media’.
“Aug 11 was declared in
Pakistan the official ‘Natio-

Hindu trader shot
dead in Baloch

Peshawar: A Hindu trader has
been killed by unidentified
armed men in Noshki town of
Pakistan’s restive Balochistan
province. Theincident
occurred on Friday. Some
unidentified armed men
barged into the trader's shopin
Qadirabad Stop area. When he
resisted, they opened fire and
fled, leaving the trader dead on
the spot, the Dawn newspaper
reported. The victim has been
identified as Rakesh Kumar. pti

nal Minorities Day’ in 2009 in
response toacampaignled by
Shahbaz Bhatti. The date
commemorates Muhammad
AliJinnah's historicaddress
toPakistan's Constituent As-
sembly on Aug 11, 1947, in

which the country’s founder
declared that citizens were
freetopracticetheirreligion
and thatfaith should haveno
bearing on equal citizens-
hip,” Bulut stated.

Last week, several mem-
bers of religious minority
communities and civil socie-
tyactiviststook partinthean-
nual Minority Rights March
in three major Pakistani citi-
es. They urged the Pakistan
govt to criminalise forced
conversions and amend per-
sonal laws governing inter-
faith marriages to safeguard
the rights of minority spou-
sesand children.

They also called for the
acceptance of their 11-point
charter of demands, inclu-
ding stronger safeguards
against forced conversions
and protection from the mi-
suse of blasphemy laws. 1ans

British MPs seek UN help to end

bloodshed in PoK by Pak forces

London: Over 70 British Par-
: liamentarians have written
: to the UN secretary-general
: Antonio Guterres urging in-
¢ tervention over the worse-
: ning situation in Pakistan-

occupied Kashmir (PoK),
while callingforanend tothe

: bloodshed caused by Pakis-
: tani forces and measures to
: protect civilianlives.

The appeal comes amid

Luxury sales
plunge in China
as tax push hits

rich shoppers

lobal luxury brands are
G facing a deepening sales

slump in China, as the
country’s campaign to tax off-
shore wealth sends ripples
from stock markets to casino
floors and dampens spending
by the country’s richest consu-
mers. Sales at the 25 biggest
luxury labels in China dropped
more than 10% in July, accor-
ding to three research firms
surveyed by Bloomberg that
track industry data. That's
worse than the slowdown wit-
nessed in June, and marks a
sharp reversal from the brisk
business seen earlier this year.

LVMH's Louis Vuitton and
Dior,as wellas Kering SA's Guc-
ci, Bottega Veneta and Balenci-
aga all recorded double-digit
sales drops, while Hermeés
swung from gains to declines,
the people said. Growth for
Chanel and Prada also decele-
rated significantly.

For global luxury giants,
the declines add uncertainty to
theoutlook inoneof theirmost
important markets. China was
once the engine of decades of
luxury growth, but competi-
tion for the wealthiest shop-
pers has intensified and midd-
le-class consumers have cut
back on their spending amid
the economic downturn.

The slump coincides with
China’s sweeping efforts to
stem capital outflows and re-
claim tax revenues, including
tighter controls on cross-bor-
der stock trading and demands
for citizens to pay billions of
dollars in levies on offshore as-
sets and investment gains. The
steps have dampened the spen-
dingappetite of wealthy Chine-
se, threatening to unravel a lux-
ury recovery that began less
than a year ago. sLoomsera

the escalating violence and
abuses in the occupied terri-
tory, where hundreds have
been killed and injured in a
brutal crackdown by Pakis-
tani forces. The region also
remains under a strict block-
ade, curfew, and a total com-
munications blackout.

In the letter addressed to
the UN secretary-general,
the Britishlawmakers welco-

med the recent attention gi-
ven by the UN to the dire situ-
ation in PoK. They appealed
to the UN to press Pakistani
authorities to end arbitrary
arrests, ensure due process
and access to legal represen-
tation, and facilitate appro-
priate access for indepen-
dent human rights observers
and those able tosupport pea-
ceful mediation. ians

DAILY PLANET

Two robots beat
Usain Bolt’s 100m
world record

A Tiangong humanoid robot
competes during a 100m
large-sized group preliminary
race, following the opening
ceremony of the 2026 World
Humanoid Robot Games, at the
National Speed Skating Oval, in
Beijing, China, on Saturday

A Chinese humanoid robot ran
100 metres in 9.39 seconds ina
preliminary heat at the World
Humanoid Robot Games in
Beijing on Saturday, faster
than the men's world record
held by Jamaican sprinting
great Usain Bolt.Tiangong
Ultra, developed by the Beijing
Humanoid Robot Innovation
Center, won its heat at the
opening of the games' second
edition, organisers said. The
robot overtook smartphone
maker Honor's Lightning near
the finish after falling behind
early in the race. Lightning
finished in 9.47 seconds, also
faster than the 9.58-second
record Bolt set at the 2009
World Athletics Champions-
hips. Reuters

TikTok to pay $400m to
settle child privacy case
TikTok and Chinese parent
ByteDance agreed to pay $400
million to resolve a a Biden-era
lawsuit by the US justice
department accusing the
popular social media app of
collecting data on children in
violation of an online privacy

law. The settlement, which
requires court approval,
comes several months after
ByteDance closed a long-
awaited deal to transfer parts
of its US operations to Ameri-
can investors to resolve
national security concerns.

Dad ditches 7-yr-old for
hours to climb Mt Fuji

A man left his seven-year-old
son behind for hours on Ja-
pan’s Mount Fuji while continu-
ing the climb, resulting in a
stern warning from authorities,
local media reported. The boy
was found alone on a hiking
route on Thursday and taken
into police custody, a local
police officer in the Shizuoka
region told AFP on Saturday.
The child told his father he was
tired at the sixth station of the
mountain, which is located at
an altitude of more than 2,000
metres, local SBS TV reported.
As his older brother had gone
on ahead, the seven-year-old’s
father told him to “wait here”
and carried on hiking with his
other son. TV Asahi said the
boy was told to wait for eight
hours with only snacks and a
soft drink and no money, citing
staff at a mountain hut who
alerted police to his presence.
Officers contacted the father
who was at the eighth station
and handed the boy over to
him when he returned.

France warns of 300,000
unsafe condoms

French anti-fraud and health
agencies issued a warning on
Friday against tens of thou-
sands of potentially unsafe
condoms sold on the internet
and in shops and pharmacies.
The agencies recalled about
260,000 condoms sold in
pharmacies and shops after
lab tests found two products
presented risks of bursting or
the presence of perforations,
they said in a statement. They
advised people who have used
the condoms to get screened
for sexually transmitted disea-
ses and take a pregnancy test
in case of a missed period.
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Don’t mourn leaky MGNREGA. Expand the new jobs scheme

SWAMINOMICS

SWAMINATHAN S
ANKLESARIA AIYAR

Replacement of MGNRE-
GA with a new scheme
called VB-G RAM G has
_ outraged activists. They
say the govt has destroyed the historic
‘right to work’ created by MGNREGA.

Please spare us the romantic notion
that MGNREGA actually gave every vil-
lager the right to 100 days of work. That
was the law, not the reality MGNREGA
guaranteed an unemployment allowance
to any villager not given work within 15
days of asking. But hardly anybody got
the allowance (there were just three ben-
eficiaries in 2020-21).

A World Bank study, ‘Does India’s Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme Guarantee
Employment?’ showed that of those ap-
plying for MGNREGA work, the propor-
tion getting it was only 22% in Bihar, 48%
in Uttar Pradesh, and 56 % all India. Other
studies also have dismal data.

VB-G RAM G has not abolished the
legal guarantee. On paper; it has increased
it from 100 to 125 days. It retains unem-
ployment allowance if work is not provid-
ed. Activists should stop saying a legal

guarantee has d_isappea_redA Rural incomes ment gu_arantee scheme in
o whethes tonemacnime  havediversified L TRA SRR O
will actually provide work or enormously ral Employment Guarantee
create useful assets. through migration  Act of 2005. It was a good
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other work is available. VB-G
RAM G provides for work in 305 out of 365
days in the year. How is this a crime?

Activists protest that in July, its first
month of operation, VB-GRAM G gener-
ated 7.67 crore person-days of work
against 15.33 crore under MGNREGA in
July 2025. Participating households fell
from 1.42 crore to 68.94 lakh.

My question is very different. Why is
a scheme intended for lean-season work
providing so much work in July, the peak
of the sowing season? Maybe state govts
were not prepared to implement the new
conditions.

Maharashtra pioneered an employ-

mensional poverty.

This transformation was evident in
field research conducted by Professor
Neeraj Kaushal and this author on tribal
families displaced by the Sardar Sarovar
dam. Resettled families owned more than
their former forest neighbours in mobile
phones (87.8% against 58.6%), two-wheel-
ers(61.4% against 30.7%),and TVs (46.4%
against 34.4%). Even supposedly deprived
forest dwellers revealed astonishingly
high ownership.

Meanwhile, rural incomes have diver-
sified enormously through migration and
remittances. Professor Alakh N Sharma
estimates that 65% of Bihar households

MAKE IT WORK BETTER: So far, the creation of durable assets while providing wages has
not been taken seriously. VB-G RAM G tries to shift focus, but it needs to go further

have a migrant, and remittances provide
half their income. Many states now sup-
plement this with cash transfers to women
— Maharashtra, Bihar, and West Bengal
are recent examples. Rural employment
schemes are no longer the sole lifesaver:
So far, the second objective of such
schemes —to create durable assets —has
never been taken seriously. To maximise
employment, the earlier schemes mandat-

ed that at least 60% of total spending (and
75% in practice) must be on wages, and
only the balance on materials.

A contractor said that only earthworks
like land leveling and tank desilting could
be done with such a high labour content.
Durable assets could be built only by fid-
dling with the labour rolls.

On a 2024 visit to eastern UP, villagers
said MNREGA money was repeatedly

sanctioned for desilting their tank. But
the tank did not need annual desilting.
Their solution was wonderfully Indian:
the sarpanch pocketed half the money,
distributed the rest equally among village
households, and fiddled the accounts. Ev-
erybody seemed happy. But the aims of
NREGA were skewered.

Anil Ghanwat of Maharashtra’s Shet-
kari Sanghatana narrated similar stories
in his state. Such diversion arose after
panchayats were empowered through un-
tied funds to select and implement proj-
ects, with no financial audit.

Decentralising finance to panchayats
has long been advocated by economists
and activists alike. But panchayats are
not Gandhian islands of purity. Once,
when panchayats had no funds, candi-
dates spent hardly any money on pancha-
yat elections. Today, when panchayats
have crores at their disposal, candidates
spend tens of lakhs to try and get their
snouts in the trough.

VB-G RAM G tries to shift towards
asset creation, but not unambiguously. It
needs to go much further. If expanded
infrastructure is woven into employment
schemes, the result can be employment
with much greater assets. After wages
have been paid, something worthwhile
must remain standing. m

Honey, they’ve
shrunk the kids,
but let’s not panic

JAMIE PAUL

In the 1960s and ‘70s, as the global population
was growing by leaps and bounds, prominent
institutions and leaders, from the UN to US
President Richard Nixon, warned about the
looming overpopulation crisis. Today, with
birth rates falling around the world, thought leaders foretell
the precise opposite: population collapse. Think tanks host
conferences with titles like ‘Empty Planet: Preparing for the
Global Population Decline’ and Indian states like Tamil Nadu
and Andhra have rolled out cash incentives and expansive
maternity leave policies to encourage people to have more
children. This raises two important questions. How sure are
we about a future population crash, and would population
decline necessarily be a disaster for humanity? On both scores,
there is reason to be skeptical.

Global population reached 1 billion in the 1800s, 2 billion
by 1928, 3 billion by 1960, and 4 billion by 1974. Given this seem-
ingly exponential growth, folks started to worry. Economist
Thomas Malthus was the first to sound the alarm in 1798,
warning that population growth would eventually lead to
widespread famine. Over a century and a half later; biologists
Paul and Anne Ehrlich’s wildly influential 1968 book, ‘The
Population Bomb’, followed by the Club of Rome’s famous
‘Limits to Growth’ (1972), prophesied societal collapse and
helped set off an overpopulation panic.

THINK ABOUT IT, BABE: Women are opting to have children
later in life, translating to fewer kids, but why assume that
fertility medicine will make no progress?

(TFR) estimated to be around 1.6 births per female (a TFR of
2.1 being replacement level). Ninety-seven percent of countries
are expected to be below replacement level.

Extrapolating further out, depending on the assumed fer-
tility rate, population estimates that stretch into the far future
range wildly, from as low as 1 billion people in 2300 to as many
as 36.4 billion. Economists and business leaders warn of an
end to economic growth, a “more fractious world,” and “loom-
ing disaster”.

But the problem with future population models is that they
cannot possibly account for all of the variables that contribute
to population size. Overpopulation experts of the 20th centu-

1y, for example, projected the population data

Those in power put these fears into ac- We must consider the they had into the future while assuming
tion. China adopted the one-child policy that downsides of an mid-20th-century technology. They could not
began in 1980 and ran for 35 years. Interna- & . foresee the many improvements that enabled
tional aid organisations not only provided infi ““tely growing a world where the overweight outnumber the
considerable funding across the world for populati(m. We have hungry by more than four to one.
family planning but often pegged the amount polluted the planet Similarly, commentators today notice the
of aid countries could receive to various . % ? global trend of women opting to have chil-
population control benchmarks. w1ped out species, dren later in life, translating to fewer kids,

Robert McNamara, who ran the World ~ destroyed ecosystems, and they extend this trend into the future
Bank after serving as defense secretary for  and even littered with the assumption that science will some-
President John F Kennedy, said in 1969 that 49 how stay the same. Why would we assume
the bank would not finance developing-world space with ]“ﬂk that fertility medicine will make no prog-
healthcare “unless it was very strictly relat- N ress? Why would we discount the transfor-

ed to population control, because usually
health facilities contributed to the decline of the death rate,
and thereby to the population explosion.” President Lyndon
B Johnson, speaking to an advisor about the famines in
India, argued that aid should be withheld because India had
not done enough to rein in its population size, saying, “I'm
not going to piss away foreign aid in nations where they
refuse to deal with their own population problems.”

These incentives led to predictably dark places, especially
in India. As journalists Dylan Matthews and Byrd Pinkerton
summed it up in ‘The Time of Vasectomy: how American
foundations fueled a terrible atrocity in India’: “In 1975, Indi-
an Prime Minister Indira Gandhi ordered the declaration of
anational emergency. She seized dictatorial powers, impris-
oned her political rivals, and embarked, with the help of her
son Sanjay, on a mass, compulsory sterilisation program that
registers as one of the most disturbing and vast human rights
violations in the country’s modern history”

McNamara was apparently pleased. “At long last, India is
moving to effectively address its population problem.”

Things didn't pan out how the overpopulation alarmists
prognosticated. In fact, today, the rising fear is that humanity
is on track to dwindle away. UN now estimates that, due to
falling global birth rates, human population is set to peak in
2086 at approximately 10.3 billion people before tapering off
and then declining. Other estimates place this peak in the
2070s or 2060s. By 2100, the population is projected to already
be in decline, falling to 10.18 billion, with the total fertility rate

mative role technology will continue to play
—as it has throughout history — in replacing human labour
and creating economic value?

‘What's more, any generation can reverse these current trends
in just a handful of years. According to a 2024 study funded by
Elon Musk, if the fertility rate were to continue dropping as
projected but then rebound to replacement level in 2175, the
population would stabilise at four billion people. Even the pop-
ulation collapse alarmists’ own research works against them.

‘We must also consider the downsides of an infinitely grow-
ing population. In medicine, there is a name for unchecked
growth: cancer. Man has wiped out 60% of vertebrate animals
since 1970. One million species are on the brink of extinction
asthey vanish “at a rate not seen in 10 million years.” We have
polluted the environment, disrupted the climate, cut down the
rainforests, destroyed ecosystems, and even littered the Earth’s
orbit with 170 million pieces of ‘space junk’.

Fewer humans would unquestionably be better for the
planet, and more profoundly, could give us the time to develop
cleaner practices before we destroy our only home. No, a
shrinking population isn't the end of the world — in fact, it
might just be what saves it.

In the span of two generations, experts went from fearing
an Earth overrun by humans to holding symposiums about
an “empty planet.” Perhaps some humility is in order. We can’t
know what the far future holds, and no one should be losing
sleep over falling birth rates. m

Paul is founding editor; American Dreaming

Sabyasachi Mukherjee is the first Indian designer to
collaborate with The Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York, drawing on 5000 years of its collection to
create jewellery. With the collaboration set to debut at
New York Fashion Week, ‘Sabya’ tells Neelam Raaj why,
at a time when history is being rewritten or erased, he
sees museums as repositories of memory and truth

Il Not many know that you funded your first
clothing line with the money you made selling
costume jewellery out of a tiffin box in Kolkata.
What did you make the pieces from?

Plastic buttons, shell beads, wooden
beads. Everything was recycled and up-
cycled. T used to sit on a pavement and
when my first piece sold for $3, I couldn’t
believe that somebody would pay me that
kind of money for it.

W How did the collaboration with The Met
happen?
There’s a saying by Rumi that what you
seek is seeking you. And I'm not much of
a seeker because I live in Kolkata. Then I
got an offer from the Met. n my
head, I thought it was spam.
But, well, the collaboration
happened. T want to address
why this is important. We live
in very strange times because
for alot of people, history is six years old.
For others, history is six months old. May-
be a time will come when history is six
hours old or six minutes old. As we live in
a more and more digital world and have
very little to verify about the physical
world, it gets a little dangerous. Between
propaganda, fake news, what is being oblit-
erated and what is being rewritten, where
do you go tofind the truth? I go to museums
because I think they have become import-
ant beacons of truth and information.
The biggest thing that we struggle with
now is authenticity and identity. But there
is no moving forward and no having an
identity without knowing what your past
was and where you came from. And for me,
this collaboration is important because of
two things. First, I think when like-minded
people and institutions come together; they
can collectively create massive change.
This collaboration allows me to use 5,000
years of their wonderful archives to build
future artefacts and heirlooms for a mod-
ern generation. Second, the exchange and
storytelling renew people’s interest in
knowing more.

B How difficult was it to break into India’s
largely family-run jewellery business?

There are barriers to entry in everything.
Before we talk about jewellery, why don’t
we talk about fashion? Fashion was a
business of the privileged. I was probably
the first middle-class boy who broke into
high fashion. There were a lot of barriers
because the rich don’t like the poor rising
to their level. Initially, people would dis-

FOR THE
RECORD

miss me as a tailor. But if you can make
something that others can’t replicate,
people will come to you. You have to
break the rules. Otherwise, people would
rather go to somebody they trust, like a
family jeweller.

M What rules did you break in jewellery?
Women think men buy them jewellery out
of love. But that’s not entirely true. Men
use women as conduits for parking undis-
closed money. That is why women who
come to buy jewellery ask about the resale
value. It is a very strange thing to ask
about something that you have not even
bought. The second question is usually
about the making charge. This
is because men would tell
women to buy jewellery which
has the lowest making value
and the highest resale value so
that if they needed the cash on
a bad day, they could always sell it. Jewel-
lery is the highest form of art in product
manufacturing, but it was reduced to a
commodity. And today it’s come to bite
everybody because, in an era of lab-grown
diamonds and emeralds, craftsmanship
has almost become extinct.

I realised that the new generation did
not want to store jewellery as an invest-
ment. Why would they if they can invest
in stocks and get a better return? They
also don’t buy things just to store in a lock-
er. [ think we are the first jewellery brand
in the country that is moving customers’
consumption from commodity to luxury.
Today, luxury in the jewellery industry is
not about stones anymore. It’s storytelling

Sabyasachi

New gen doesn’t buy jewellery for the
locker. It’s about storytelling and craft

and craft. With The Met collaboration, I
can do both storytelling and craft.

M You've spoken about how your first visit to
The Met moved you to tears. Given 5,000 years
of art history to draw from, why begin with
Byzantium? What resonated with you about a
culture shaped by the exchange of objects, ideas
and people across Europe, Asia and Africa?

1 was obsessed with their Byzantine and
Medieval department. Even before this call
came, I'd probably made hundreds of vis-
its. My first collection out of design school
was inspired by the Byzantine Empire.
drew parallels between the Byzantine Em-
pire and Calcutta. Calcutta was a trading
port, and so much of Calcutta is an ex-
change between the East and the West. I've
always liked cultures which are dynamic,
which have been built not by the myopic
vision of a group of people who have stayed
in one geography, but by people who have
come from different parts and built it col-
lectively through exchange, through trade,
through immigration. I could find a beau-
tiful connection between Calcutta, the
Byzantine Empire, and New York. AsTwas
doing the showing in New York, it com-
pletely tied everything up.

B The Met collab debuts at New York Fashion
Week, marking your return after 18 years. What
kept you away for so long?

Iwasn't ready. Fashion critic Suzy Menkes
told me to first become successful in my
own country before aiming to be a global
designer. 1 listen to good advice when it
comes, because it comes very rarely. I came
back to India and built the business. If T
had gone to New York too early, New York
would have shaped my vision of what Sab-
yasachi would have been, and I would nev-
er have found my voice.

M European luxury has a long history of drawing
from India. Now an Indian luxury house is
i ing objects fr f the West's great
museums. Isn't that an interesting reversal?
We talk too much about East and West.
‘When the West wears Indian clothes, we
call it appropriation. But what are we do-
ing? I'm wearing Western clothes. I'm an
Indian. Why does the reverse conversation
not happen? It’s 2026. Everybody’s allowed
to have free exchange with each other.

M Your new Delhi store, like your stores in
Mumbaiand feels ike a museum
~ filled with books, antiques, archival craft. Will
there be a Sabyasachi museum one day?

My stores are museums enough. But Idon’t
have personal hubris. If museums would
like to have my products, I would donate
every single thing that I have.

B What is the one fashion faux pas you would
tell Indians not to make?

The biggest faux pas is being uncomfort-
able wearing something that you are. If
you're comfortable in what you wear; you'll
always be confident. If you're confident,
you'll always attract people. So don't short-
change comfort for fashion.

World in churn, and India’s foreign policy needs to adapt to it

BY INVITATION
ZORAWAR DAULET SINGH

There is a growing sense that

something is seriously amiss in

India’s foreign policy. Yet, foreign

. policy debate is still tiptoeing
~ around the big questions.

There were three foundational assumptions that
underlay Indian choices at the turn of this century.
First, no great power in history had acquired such
preponderance over its rivals as the US had by 2000.
US primacy also meant there was no way to avoid
hitching a ride with the US.

Second, to make the arrangement mutually at-
tractive, a common antagonist, China, was project-
ed to help overcome decades of dissonance and
suspicion that had divided Indians and Americans.
The new discourse played on Indian ego and US
greed. Washington would lift Delhi in the interna-
tional pecking order, while India would generate
business and arms sales for America. If everything
unfolded as planned, India would become a prized
Western sentinel in Asia, cementing US hegemony
for the 21st century.

Third, although the world economy had broad-
ened by the early 2000s, the US was firmly at the
helm in connecting the Global South to the G-7.
Interdependence was a euphemism for a US-led
geoeconomic order that would dominate innova-
tion, supply chains and international trade.

All three assumptions have been shattered in
recent years. One, the US has not just lost its pri-
macy, it has lost its ability to control major geopo-

litical events. Every roll of the dice in recent years
to arrest its decline — the trade standoff with
China, NATO’s confrontation with Russia, the
clash against Iran — has produced a blowback that
has further weakened it.

Historically, the balance of power has always
been ultimately revealed through major war. The
present phase is no exception. The Ukraine and
Iran wars have not just depleted NATO arsenals,
they have exposed the doctrinal fragility of West-
ern military power.

Two, China has raced so far ahead that the rhet-
oric from two decades ago of an Indian ‘catch-up’
and ‘the 21st century rivalry’ appears absurd to any
sober observer. The Chinese lead is not merely in
aggregate economic terms but in the underlying
policy institutions, human capital and technologies.

And, most crucially of all, the commanding
heights of the world economy are inexorably shift-
ing towards the east. From manufacturing and
high technologies to energy and natural resources,
consumer demand, and financial capital, the great-
er Eurasian continent and its periphery have all
the core requirements of sustaining a dynamic
geoeconomic order without dependence on the
Atlantic West. At no point in recent centuries was
such a Eurasian-centred globalisation possible.

I
World is becoming multipolar. And such
a future demands responsible Eurasian
powers to safeguard world order and
stability. It is in India’s vital

interests to play such a role

CHANGE COURSE: India must recover its regional
power identity that allows for differences as well as
shared responsibilities with China

But even as world events have upended the In-
dian foreign policy consensus, a network of gate-
keepers is stubbornly impervious to change. The
defenders of the failed policy erect a straw man to
frighten policymakers from a thoughtful reassess-
ment. China, they say, must remain the raison
d’étre of Indian policy planning even as US pred-
atory actions seek to eviscerate the last vestiges
of India’s strategic independence and authority
in the subcontinent. Much has changed between
2005 — when the US pledged to help make India a
“major power in the 21st century” — and 2026,
when a US diplomat publicly warned that India
would never be permitted to acquire the sinews of

a great power. Pentagon official Elbridge Colby
even had the cheek to imply that US strategic in-
terests vis-a-vis China would not be held hostage
to disputes within Asia.

Must India be the only rigid actor amidst all these
churnings and machinations around it? The search
for a workable modus vivendi with China must ac-
quire a bipartisan policy priority, not as an after-
thought to merely prevent conflict in the Himalayas
but as a means to diversify a dangerous dependence
on the West. India needs to permanently discard the
proxy role that it assumed during the unipolar mo-
ment and recover its regional power identity that
allows for differences as well as shared responsibil-
ities with China. The world is becoming multipolar:
And such a future demands responsible Eurasian
powers to safeguard world order and stability. It is
in India’s vital interests to play such a role.

India’s foreign policy debate can't be stuck on an
old framework, one that prides itself on managing
the distance between Delhi and the great powers.
There is no geopolitical room or surplus strength in
any great power’s tent to underwrite India’s social,
economic and security challenges. The Cold War is
over: The post-Cold War era is over too. The trans-
formation in world politics demands a new intellec-
tual framework where sovereignty, regional inter-
dependence, new geoeconomic networks of trade
and investment, international public goods and
order-building are placed at the front and centre of
India’s foreign policy.

To change course, Indian leaders need to look at
the day after tomorrow. m

Daulet Singh is author of ‘Powershift: India
China relations in a Multipolar World’

4 WORD DROP

BOOMERASKING

Ever had someone ask, “How was your
weekend?” only to realise, three seconds into
your answer, that they were merely waiting for
their turn to talk? Congratulations, you've been
boomerasked. Coined by Harvard Business
School researcher Alison Wood Brooks,
boomerasking is the conversational equivalent
of a boomerang: someone throws a question at

you, lets you answer, and promptly sends it
flying back to themselves. The problem? The
person on the receiving end can smell the
conversational bait-and-switch. The habit can
be irritating at work, where managers who
chronically boomerask can often make
colleagues feel they are not being heard.

Email your letters to the editor at
sunday.times(@timesofindia.com
with ‘Sunday Mailbox' in the subject line.
Please mention your name and city
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New Delhi: For one glorious
game, it seemed like Treesa
Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand
were about to write the biggest
fairytale of the BWF World
Championships. In the end,
they had to settle for some-
thing almost as precious — a
bronze medal, earned in front
of a home crowd that never
stopped believing.

The unseeded Indian pair’s
extraordinary run came to an
end on Saturday as they lost
21-18, 13-21, 8-21 to world No. 1
and defending champions Liu
Sheng Shu and Tan Ning in an
hour and 11 minutes at the In-
dira Gandhi Indoor Stadium.

Even though Treesa and
Gayatri could not complete the
heist, yet, amid the sweat and
heartbreak, they walked off the
court with something historic:
amaiden World Championship
medal, ending a 15-year drought
in Indian women'’s doubles that
dated back to Jwala Gutta and
Ashwini Ponnappa’s bronze in
London in 2011.

It felt, at times, like the
crowd wanted this more than
anyone. The stands were choc-
a-bloc, a wall of noise that rose
and fell with every rally, and
for a while, it seemed to be lift-
ing Treesa and Gayatri to
somewhere they had never
been before.

They came out believing it
too. Against a Chinese pair
they had beaten just once in
seven previous meetings, the
Indians raced into a 7-2 lead,
catching Liu and Tan cold.
The world No. 1 duo clawed
back, as champions do, reeling
off 10 straight points to move
ahead at the interval.

But Treesa-Gayatri kept
finding answers — a cross-
court winner here, a jump
smash there, a crouching de-
fensive return that had no
right to come back —dragging
the game level again and again
until, at 20-18, two game points
arrived. The Indians held their

MLS FINES LIONEL MESSI AN UNDISCLOSED
AMOUNT FOR STRIKING AN OPPONENT

nerve. The opening game was
theirs, and the packed arena
went into absolute delirium.

At this point in the Treesa-
Gayatri story, one hoped the
fairytale would keep going. It
did not. The Chinese pair, top
seeds and defending champions
for areason, simply raised their
game when it mattered most.

Regrouping with clinical
poise, Liu and Tan varied the
pace and peppered the back-
line with relentless precision.
A gruelling 49-shot rally in the
second game highlighted the
sheer physical demands of the
contest, but minor errors be-
gan creeping into the Indian
pair's game. The Chinese
capitalized ruthlessly, taking
the second game 21-13 to en-
force a decider.

In the final game, the phys-
ical toll became apparent. The
Indian duo showed heart,
grinding out a sensational 56-
shot marathon to level at 2-2,
but the Chinese pair shifted
into another gear. Smothering
the court with suffocating at-
tacking angles and targeted
body smashes, Liu and Tan
surged to an 11-5 interval
cushion and never took their
foot off the pedal, wrapping up
the contest 21-8.

‘When the final point landed,
disappointment gave way to
pride. Treesa and Gayatri ex-
changed an embrace at the net,
exhausted but heads held high.

For Treesa and Gayatri, the
medal brought a profound
emotional weight. The duo
navigated the hard yards of a
comeback trail, piecing their
campaign back together after
Treesa spent months sidelined
recovering from a severe an-
kle injury. Rebuilding match
sharpness, rediscovering
their on-court chemistry and
trusting their bodies had been
a quiet, arduous grind.
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We lost some close

matches: Gopichand :

Sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India’s chief national
badminton coach Pullela Gop-
ichand admitted it was “a bit unfor-
tunate” to lose several close match-
es at the BWF World Champion-
ships here but said he was not un-
duly concerned, with the upcoming
Asian Games now the priority.
India’s overall campaign was
highlighted by a bronze medal-win-
ning performance from the women’s

and Chirag Shetty, were eliminated

earlier in the tournament.

“QOverall, it’s a bit unfortunate
that we lost some close matches. In
women’s singles, both (Sindhu and
Unnati Hooda) matches were very
close,” Gopichand told the media here
on Saturday. “Ayush’s first day was
good against Shi Yu Qi, but the sec-
ond match was a little disappointing.
Overall, it was decent. I'm not too
worried. These things do happen.”

On Sindhu, Gopichand felt the

e,

way she did. Going
back to her Japan
\ Openwinand her
| performance
. here, she’s defi-
' nitely doing very
well,” he said.
GOPICHAND Lakshya Sen,
however, endured a
tough campaign. “I think this tour-
nament was bad (for Lakshya). I
don't specifically know what the
reasons were,” Gopichand said.
He was encouraged by Treesa
and Gayatri's progress, particularly
their tactical maturity. “Treesa kept
charging at the net and started tak-
ing control. Gayatri's back court has
been good. But you can’t be in a
hurry. You have to be quick, you
have to be fast but not necessarily

FRANCES TIAFOE BEATS MUSETTI TO REACH
CINCINNATI SEMIS, TO FACE NAKASHIMA NEXT

An Se roars into final,
Yamaguchi awaits

Sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: An Se Young let out a
roar, pumped her fist and urged the
crowd to raise the decibel levels. She
cupped her right hand behind her
ear, asking the packed Indira Gandhi
(IG) indoor stadium to chant her
name louder: Then came the flourish
— she removed her bandana and
tossed it into the stands before un-
leashing another roar. That was An
Se for you — the champion, the en-
tertainer and, above all, a woman
chasing another world title.

The World No. 1 had to dig deep
to get past China’s Wang Zhi Yi 24-
22, 21-16 in a fiercely contested
semifinal on Saturday, keeping alive
her bid for a second Worlds crown.

Wang refused to be overawed,
repeatedly testing An Se with sharp
net play and long, punishing ex-
changes. An Se trailed 19-20 in the
opening game before holding her
nerve, forcing deuce and eventually
taking it 24-22. The second game was
another physical examination. The
South Korean led 20-16 — with four
match points in hand — when
cramps began to trouble her, but she
managed the discomfort, stayed
composed and closed out the contest.

“She was very good with her net
play. I tried to play an attacking
game,” An Se said. “I experienced
some cramps in the second game,
especially during the last rallies but
I managed them, kept going and

Tarun Rawat

won. I am tired now, so I want to get
some rest and recover well. I really
want to win the title.”

Waiting in the final is defending
champion Akane Yamaguchi, who
swept Thailand’s Pornpawee Cho-
chuwong 21-12, 21-17. The Japanese
star is chasing a fourth Worlds
crown and has now reached anoth-
er title showdown.

“Idon’t look back at the previous
wins that much, but it is amazing
that T am here today. I am looking
forward to enjoying the final,”
Yamaguchi said.

In men’s singles, a new world
champion will be crowned on Sun-
day. France’s Alex Lanier will face
Japan’s Kodai Naraoka, who over-
came Taiwan’s Chou Tien-chen 17-
21, 21-11, 21-10.

Lanier scripts history
with ‘game management’

IANS

Sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As Alex Lanier walked
into the mixed zone at the Indira
Gandhi (IG) indoor stadium here
after having become the first
Frenchman to reach the BWF World
Championships men’s singles final,
the 21-year-old seemed blissfully
unaware that he had made history.

Jovial, relaxed and sporting a
mischievous grin, he greeted re-
porters with the air of someone
who had merely finished another

Alex Lanier gestures after winning the
men's singles semifinal on Saturday

But in front of ahome crowd
that sang, shouted and believed
with them, they showed that the
best chapters of this partner-
ship may lie ahead.

doubles pair of Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand, while top play-
ers such as PV Sindhu and Lakshya
Sen, along with the men’s doubles
duo of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy

former champion was showing en-
couraging signs despite her narrow
defeat. “Sindhu’s was a bit too close.
It was unfortunate she lost that match
(against China’s Wang Zhi Yi) the

in a hurry,” he reflected.

With the Asian Games ahead,
Gopichand said India’s players would
return to dedicated training pro-
grammes to prepare for the challenge.

‘It’s just the
start for us’

Treesa Jolly offered a slightly more formal
plan. “We want to thank our support team

the second game, a few mistakes cost us our
rhythm and confidence. We started second-

our favour but we lost our rhythm.”
The physical and emotional toll of a

demanding badminton match. “T
don’t feel that emotional at the mo-
ment. I think I'm a little bit too
tired. I'm proud of the way I man-
aged that match,” he said.

History can wait, Lanier seemed
to suggest. There is, after all, a final
to prepare for. “I'm not really think-
ing how big it is. Idon’t want to think

beat Canada’s Victor Lai on Saturday:

Lanier again lost the opening
game but refused to panic. He turned
the match around, winning 16-21, 21-
13, 21-14 in 85 minutes. Asked about
repeatedly falling behind, he offered
the line that perfectly captures his
temperament: “It’'s game manage-

by taking them out for a nice dinner to cel-
ebrate,” Treesa said.

Celebrations are in order. Moments ear-
lier, the unseeded Indian duo had capped a

guessing our strokes and played defensively,
which doesn’t work against them in the end.”

Gayatri was equally candid about the
tactical shifts that allowed the Chinese to

relentless tournament had also crept in.
Backing up after a gruelling, high-stakes
quarterfinal victory on Friday had pushed
their mental endurance significantly. “Yes-

about any kind of historical aspect.

Ijust enjoy being on court and play-

ing my best badminton,” he said.
Composure has become the defin-

ment. It's not a comeback.”
Behind the banter lies serious

preparation. Lanier and his Lithu-

anian coach Kestutis Navickas trav-

Hindol.Basu@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: “Definitely with ice cream!”
Gayatri Gopichand broke into a wide, dis-
arming grin when asked how she would cel-
ebrate. Standing alongside her, partner

SNAPSHOTS

Abinaya sets U20
women’s 100m NR

Tamil Nadu sprinter Abinaya
Rajarajan clocked a stun-
ning 11.34s to win the wom-
en’s 100m title and break
the U20 national record at
the World Athletics Conti-
nental Tour Silver meet at
Kalinga Stadium in Bhuba-
neswar, reports Arnab Seal.

Deepshika, Patel win
titles: Deepshika Vinayaga-
murthy and Om Patel won
the girls’ and boys’ singles
titles respectively at the ITF
J60 Chennai - Unifi ITF
Junior Tennis Cup 2026 at
SDAT Tennis Stadium.

Baitha, Rathika shinein
Southern Slam: Rahul
Baitha and Rathika Seelan
emerged men's and wom-
en's champions respectively
at the Southern Slam tourna-
ment at the Indian Squash
Academy in Chennai.

Racers Sankaran, Gyan
secure thrilling wins:
Pune’s Saishiva Sankaran
and Chennai’s S Gyan
clinched thrilling wins in the
Formula 1600 and Formula
2000 categories, respec-
tively, on opening day of the
MRF Indian National Racing
Challenge 4W at Madras
International Circuit (MIC).

ICF drub Strikers: In-
tegral Coach Factory (ICF)
cruised past Pattabiram
Strikers 9-2 in the Tamil
Hockey League.
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dream week by securing a maiden World
Championships medal, a bronze.
Reflecting on the contest, the duo offered
abreakdown of where the match turned. “In
the first game, we played with confidence,
tracking them closely even when they led,”
Treesa said. “However, in the second half of

wrest back control. “In the second game,
they played very patiently and we couldn’t
match that,” Gayatri said. “Treesa played
really well from the back court and if Thad
offered better net support, we could have
pulled off the second set. In the third set,
we had some chances to convert points in

terday was a pretty intense match, so men-
tally it was pretty tough to come back and
play back-to-back games. There was a lot
going on,” Gayatri reflected. “But today,
when we were on court, we were fresh
physically, especially in the first set. Some-
times, mentally, you do get a little tired.”

ingthread of Lanier’s extraordinary
week in New Delhi. Following Fri-
day’s breakthrough when his come-
back against the reigning champion,
Thailand’s Kunlavut Vitidsarn, guar-
anteed France its first-ever men’s
singles medal at the Worlds, Lanier

elled to Denmark before the Worlds
to sharpen intensity after substan-
tial physical preparation. “I'm sure
that we’ve done the best prepara-
tion,” Lanier said. “At some point
you need to trust how good you are
and just play.”

Dutch masterclass floors India Shoaib the hero as

Harmanpreet’s Boys
Left Staring At Early
Exit Afterl 3 Defeat

Manuja.

com

cricket, Rahul Dravid, watched and

l—‘rom the stands, the ‘wall’ of Indian
_4

cheered. On the pitch, though, the
Netherlands turned the screws, expos-
ing the cracks in India’s defence and
handing Harmanpreet Singh and his
men a 3-1 defeat and virtually shunting
themout of the semifinal race.

P
F=]

ll:h()

FIH
HOCKEY WORLD CUP

BELGIUM & NETHERLANDS
2026

India’s semifinal chances will now
hinge on some slim mathematical
chances, other results going their way
aswellasthembeating Argentina with
a healthy margin on Monday. Either
way, it looks improbable.

Netherlands are through to the semi-
finals after this win as they have six
points in this second round. India re-

Neeraj finishes behind Pathirage

Lausanne: Indian javelin ace Neeraj Chopra produced his best
performance in more than a year but was pipped to the post by
therising Sri Lankan star Rumesh Pathirage for the top spot by
amere nine centimetre in the Lausanne Diamond League meet

LAUSANNE DIAMOND LEAGUE hereon Friday

IN THE THICK OF IT: Netherlands' Tjep
Hoedemakers (c) fights for the ball with
India’s Aditya Arjun Lalage (I) and Harman-
preet Singh at the Wagener Hockey Stadium

mained withouta point. Athalf-time, In-
dia chief coach Craig Fulton had said:
“We have to take more of our opportuni-
ties, which will decide the game.”

The Dutch did give India opportuni-
ties. But India failed to capitalise, with
poor first-touch execution inside the cir-
cle among their biggest failings on the
day. India enjoyed more possession, cir-
cle entries and penalty corners but none
of it translated into enough goals. Their
dependence on Harmanpreet for penal-
ty corners resurfaced and, against a wa-
tertight Dutch defence, India failed toex-
ecute their variations effectively.

Backed by a boisterous home crowd

Chopra’s 88.05m throw in the second round, which fetched him
the second spot in the nine-man star-studded field, was his best
after the 88.16m he recorded while winning the Paris Diamond
League in June 2025. It was also his season’s best throw.

However, the 23-year-old Pathirage continued his juggernaut
this season as he overtook Chopra with his third-round throw of
88.14m. Grenada’s Anderson Peters was third with hissixth and fi-
nal round effort of 86.69m. Reigning world champion Keshorn
Walcott of Trinidad and Tobago was fourth (83.71m).

Chopra later said it was a close tussle between him and Pathir-
ageforthetopspot. “Ididn’trealise it wasonly nine centimetres, it
was really close, but I'm happy with the 88-metre throw. To be hon-
est, it didn't feel like it went 88m because I felt very relaxed. I tried
really hard and later focused on my technique,” he said. acencies

The 28-year-old

Timeless Vision for Hyd event

Chennai: The Laxman Singh-trained Timeless Vision
could lift The Governor’s Trophy, the main event of the
races to be held in Hyderabad on Sunday.

Selections:1) The Hidden Bloom Plate (D-1), 1400M), Rtd (60-85)
1:20pm. (7) Corinthian (3) Decoy (1) Sugar. 2) The Silver Phantom
Plate (1400M), For Maiden 3 years old only, 1:55pm. (1) French
Lieutenant (4) You Tuber (5) Ashwa Jaffna. 3) The Hussain Sagar
Trophy (1600M), Rtd (20-45) 2:30pm. (3) Bartolino (5) Quintes-
sential (4) Real Thalaiva. 4) The Hidden Bloom Plate (D-2),
(1400M), Rtd (60-85) 3:05pm. (3) Victoria Doresaani (1) Certanity
(6) Knight Crusader. 5) The Red Rum Plate (1100M), For Maiden 3
years old only, 3:40pm. (14) Veera's Princess (6) Anematra (5) Zor-
ba. 6) The Governor’s Trophy (1200M), Rtd (80 & above) 415pm.
(7) Timeless Vision (2) Diablo (1) One N Only. 7) The Fair Haven Plate
(1200M), Rtd (20-45) 4:50pm. (1) Red Hot Punch (6) Surrealist (7)
Hanumanmahabala. 8) The Karimnagar Plate (1400M), Rtd (20-
45) 5:20pm. (7) Dino (4) Divine Faith (1) Dream To Fly. Day's Best:
TIMELESS VISION (6-7), Good Double: CORINTHIAN (1-7) —
BARTOLINO (3-3). Note: A sum of Rs 37597 will be added to the
mini jackpot pool amount for Sunday's races. Tnn

at the Wagener Hockey Stadium in Am-

stelveen, the reigning Olympic cham-

pions delivered a masterclass in tactical
hockey on Saturday. Duco Telgenkamp
(41), Tjep Hoedemakers (51) and Thijs
van Dam (56) scored for the Netherlands,
while Harmanpreet pulled one back for
India in the 52nd minute, converting one
of their seven penalty corners.

The Dutch’s relentless pressure fi-
nally paid off when Tijmen Reyenga’s
reverse hit bounced loose and Telgen-
kamp pounced from close range to
open the scoring. What stood out about
the Netherlands was how quickly they
transitioned from defence to attack. It
took them just three passes to go from
their own defensive third to India’s
goal as Hoedemakers doubled the lead.

Harmanpreet pulled one back, but

Dorian Melwin

Chennai: An allround per-
formance by Shoaib Khan
helped Madurai Panthers
beat Nellai Royal Kings by 72
runsand clinch the topspotin
the league stage of the Tamil
Nadu Premier League on Sat-
urday at MA Chidambaram
Stadium on Saturday. The big
loss ousted Nellai, who need-
ed 144 to qualify for the play-
offs on Net Run Rate.

TNPL SEASON 10

the Netherlands capitalised on an er-
rorunder pressure torestore their two-
goal advantage. Van Dam chipped the
ball into the goal to put the match be-
yond India’s reach. A visibly disap-
pointed Harmanpreet, who appeared
tobe struggling with a back issue, later
admitted: “I think for three quarters
we played well. We had to stay consis-
tent and focused for 60 minutes, but we
made mistakes, and they scored off it.”

Defending 199, all the Mad-
urai bowlers delivered, keep-
ing it tight and picking up
wickets at the right time.
Shoaib, bowling his off-breaks,
took two early wickets that de-
railed the Nellai chase and
they never recovered, getting
bowled out for126.

Earlier, disciplined knocks
from Shoaib and Atheeq ur

Madurai finish top

Nellal Bow Out After 72-Run Defeat

Rahman helped rescue Madu-
rai from the brink of collapse
to post a score of 198-5. Atheeq
(500ff 27, 6x4s, 2x68) provided a
late flourish, scoring 19 runs
off the last five balls, bringing
up his half-century with a six
in the final ball of the innings
that took the game away from
Nellai completely.

Shoaib (65 off 43, 6x4s,
3x6s), battingat No. 5, had an
uphill task in front of him af-
ter pacer Emmanuel Cher-
ian (3-40) had left Madurai
teetering at 40-3. He stitched
up a 60-run fourth-wicket
partnership with Hari Raga-
vendra (35).

Brief scores: Madurai Panthers
198-5 in 20 overs (S Khan 65, A
Rahman 50; E Cherian 3-40). Nellai
Royal Kings126 in191 overs (G Aji-
tesh 56). Madurai won by 72 runs.
Qualifier1: Madurai vs Trichy, Elim-
inator : Kovai vs Tiruppur

Pacer Mohammed tears apart Salem
management after 1st win of season

Chennai: Following Salem Spartans’ only win of the season
against Tiruppur on Saturday at MAC, medium pacer M Mo-
hammed tore apart the team’s management, stating that the
disappointing season was theresult of alack of trustamongse-
nior players and the absence of a proper game plan.

“Onpaper, we had a solid team with many experienced play-
ers (like himself and Rahil Shah) who have played Ranji Tro-
phy. But the coach (M Shanmugam) did not trust the senior
players. Everyone was shocked when experienced players were
left out, with no prior communication from anyone.” said Mo-
hammed (1-24), who also had a wicket maiden during the game.

According to Mohammed, the lack of a proper game plan or
role clarity ultimately doomed Salem’s season. “There was ze-
ro role clarity from the captain (S Abhishek) or the coach.
There was no specific game plan. If we had planned properly,
the outcome would have been entirely different.” Brief scores: Sa-
lem Spartans169-8 in 20 overs (Karthick 57; Mathivanan 3-18). Tiruppur Ta-
mizhans124-9 in 20 overs (Raheja 75; Shah 3-23). Salem won by 45 runs.

A SORRY SIGHT: Manchester
United's Bruno Fernandes and
head coach Michael Carrick look
dejected after the match

Man Utd stunned
by Hullin dismal
start to season

\ /[ anchester United crashed
1V 1 toahumiliating0-21lossat
promoted Hull on Saturday ina
dismal start to their Premier
League campaign.

Michael Carrick’s side
were rocked by first half goals

PREMIER LEAGUE

from Semi Ajayi and Nobel
Mendy at the MKM Stadium.
Hull, who are back in the
Premier League for the first
time since 2017, were without
10 players due to injury but
still put woeful United to the
sword with a vibrant display.
It was a chastening opening
to new season for United, who
are expected to mount a title
challenge after finishing third
last term. There was scant evi-
dence that United are capable
of going toe to toe with cham-
pions Arsenal on a dispiriting
afternoon on Humberside.
Arsenal start title defence
withabang: Arsenal started
their title defence with a bang
by sweeping aside newly-pro-
moted Coventry City 3-0
thanks to goals from Kai Ha-
vertz, Bukayo Saka and cap-
tain Martin Odegaard in a
dominant performance at the
Emirates on Friday. acencies
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Gill, Jaiswal Look To Get Among The Runs As Visitors
Target First Overseas Series Win In Three Years

Gaurav.Gupta@timesofindia.com

aving found their ‘sweet
ijo(' in Tests, India will

ook to carry their win-
ning momentum into the sec-
ond and final game against an
injury-hit Sri Lanka at the Sin-
halese Sports Club in Colombo
on Sunday. Devdutt Padikkal,
KL Rahul, Rishabh Pant and
left-arm spinner
Manav Suthar
were the stars of
India’s 165-run win
in Galle, with Suthar register-
ing match figures of 10/131.

If captain Shubman Gill
and opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
get going, India will fancy a 2-0
clean sweep in Colombo that
would strengthen their push
for a 2027 World Test Champi-
onship final slot and lift them
from fifth to fourth in the
standings.

India’s last overseas Test
series win came in West Indies
in July 2023, when they pre-
vailed 1-0. Since then, they
have lost 1-3 in Australia and
drawn series in South Africa
(1-1) and England (2-2). At
home, they have suffered 0-3

. IND VS SL

and 0-2 whitewashes against
New Zealand and South Africa
respectively.

The Galle victory, however,
has revived their campaign.
Padikkal (167 and 44), Rahul
(82 and 35) and Pant (66) han-
dled Sri Lanka’s spin attack
adroitly, while Suthar under-
lined his credentials as a seri-
ous Test prospect.

The focus will
now turn to Gill

(GRS M DAYV and Jaiswal, both

of whom strug-
gled in Galle. Sri Lanka’s pre-
mier left-arm spinner Prabath
Jayasuriya dismissed Gill in
both innings, while Jaiswal
was run out in the first before
edging Asitha Fernando to the
wicketkeeper in the second.

Kuldeep or Saransh?

The key selection call is
whether India persist with
left-arm wrist-spinner Kul-
deep Yadav, who took just one
wicket for 103 runs in Galle,
or hand a debut to 33-year-old
off-spinning allrounder Sa-
ransh Jain. Jain could offer
greater variety against Sri
Lanka’s left-handers.

EYE ON THE BALL: KL Rahul trains
in Colombo on Saturday

‘Rankings don’t matter,
India not strugglmg in Tests’

Gaurav. com

called for more three-Test series, saying

they give teams an opportunity to recover
after losing the opening match. “Ideally, I
would want a three-match Test
series,” Gambhir said. “T've
always believed there should
be a possibility for a team
that loses the first Test to
come back and win the series.
You can’t do that in a two-Test
series, the most you can do is
draw it. A short turnaround between Tests
is fine. Other teams are doing that as well.”

Despite India’s poor Test run under his
watch — they have lost 10 Tests since he took
charge in July 2024 — Gambhir said he re-
mains unfazed. Asked about his discussions
with selection chief Ajit Agarkar, Gambhir
said, “It’s only about how we want to move
forward cricket. Rankings do not matter. We
are not struggling. Since the England tour,
we have played reasonable Test cricket.”

India head coach Gautam Gambhir has

Left-arm, lethal!

Starc Bags 6/12, Shoriful 6/35
As 18 Wickets Fall On Day 1
Mackay: Left-arm pacemen Mitchell Starc
and Shoriful Islam starred with six-wicket
hauls as Bangladesh rallied from a dreadful

start to pin back Australia on a roller-coaster
Eighteen wickets fell on the bouncy Mac-
kay pitch, with Australia limping to 165/8 at
ing out the tourists for 64 in the first innings.
Allrounder =
AUS VS B'DE!
was batting on 51. 2nd TEST, DAY
Nathan Lyon was
three wickets in five balls in the final hour
to celebrate his first five-wicket haul in Tests
strain. He finished the day with 6/35, having
helped drag Bangladesh back into the
Brief scores: Bangladesh 64 all out (M Starc
6-12, P Cummins 3-25). Australia 165-8 (C Green

opening day of the second Test on Saturday:
stumps but holding a 101-run lead after blast-
Cameron Green

batting on 10. The recalled Shoriful took
after missing Darwin with a hamstring
match. rReuters

51*, S Smith 42; Shoriful Islam 6-35).

Padikkal has to keep performing | A chance to catch

to seal No.

Gaurav. imesofindia.com

hen Cheteshwar Pu-
R}R/ jara watches India
and Sri Lanka walk

out at the Sinhalese Sports
Club in Colombo on Sunday,
one of his first memories of
the venue is likely to be his un-
beaten 145 in 2015.

Pujara carried his bat
through India’s first innings on
a surprisingly seaming track,
helping them beat Sri Lanka by
117 runs and win the series 2-1.

“T've got fond memories of
playing at SSC but in 2015, it was
a different situation. We were
playing on a surprisingly seam-

3 spot: Pujara

ing track in Sri Lanka, which
you hardly get to see there,” Pu-
jara said in an interaction.

As a former India No. 3, Pu-
jara was impressed by Devdutt
Padikkal’s performance in the
first Test. But he believes
Padikkal needs to sustain that
form before being considered
along-term solution at No. 3.

“Devdutt was ready for this
opportunity, looking at the way
he has been performing in do-
mestic cricket and the IPL.
We've seen that he has worked
on his game and improved his
technique,” Pujara said.

“I would agree that India
should go ahead with Padikkal

at No. 3 for

the Selectors eye

Ashim.

com
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some time. But
you can't leave
someone like Sai
Sudharsan out of India’s Test
squad. I'm not saying he should
bat at No. 3, but he should be
there in the scheme of things.
“If Padikkal performs con-
sistently at No. 3 in New Zea-
land and against Australia at
home, then he will cement his
spot. Let’s not put too much
pressure on him,” he said.

(Watch SL vs India 2nd Test
Day 1 on Aug 23 from 10 am
onwards on Sony Sports Ten 2
SD & HD and Sony LIV)

Bengaluru: India’s Saransh Jain, Manav Suthar, Auqib
Nabi and Sarfaraz Khan, who are all in Sri Lanka for the
ongoing Test series, are proof that selectors don't deny
consistent domestic performers. India’s domestic crick-
eters can draw inspiration from such journeys as they
head into the Duleep Trophy, the curtain-
DULEEP raiser for the domestic season, at the
81:00] ;)@ BCCI Centre of Excellence, from Sunday
onwards.

The spotlight will be on 15-year-old Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi. The Bihar boy has already made his T20 debut after
a stunning IPL-2026 season. There have been questions
asked on whether the big-hitting batter has the patience
and composure to play in the longer format. His 207 runs
in eight first-class matches do not justify his skillset. At
this juncture, the upcoming domestic seasons in red-ball
cricket assume greater significance.

CROSSWORD No.
TCC#0286

The TOI Crossword
contestisona
short break, but
the crossword
itself will continue
to be featured in
The Sunday Times
of India, so that
you can continue
to relish the chal-
lenge every week.
Stay tuned!
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CRYPTIC CLUES

Across
1 Sole reinforcement (7)

5 It's a pen of new design filled to overflowing (2,5)

9 Bad debts for Number 10 first (7)

10 Allow no opening for a substitute (7)

11 Look round New York - it's crazy (5)
12 Vegetables only half-cooked? (5,4)
13 Spirit container or tumbler to be puf
15 Prepare to explode - or not to explo
16 Dollars in the vaults (5)

18 Antiquated theme; not a new version (4-5)

21 Asian city may be just a spot in the

24 Long-legged bird or hen perhaps (5)
25 Cure those people without charge (
26 Running easily for victory in the reti
27 Vessel avoided by poor sailors? (7)
28 Could be set near China for example (7)

Across
1 Malicious gossm (7) 5 Rebuked (4, 3)

Down

1 A dogged policeman (7)

2 Kind of kite needs space for storage (7)

3 Man and son you find out are unknown (9)
4 Jousting records (5)

5 Broke nine volts circuit (9)

6 Loudly call out after a plea for silence (5)

7 A capital lager is brewed here (7)

8 Photographed out of doors? (7)

14 Novel young American (3,6)

15 Luxury shops felt put out (9)

16 Where a change of fare may be indicated (3,4)
17 English remark, but how French (7)

7 19 Revolutionary means of getting power (7)
urn game (7) | 20 Go on, Ann, develop a geometric figure (7)
22 stretch of water (5)

23 He wrote of French opposition (5)

t out (3,6)
de (5)

desert (9)

Down
1 Frxghten (7) 2 Violent attack (7) 3 A little-known

of ice(7)11A sllght trace (5) 12 Far-| reachmg )
13 Racketeering (9) 15 Navy (5) 16 A male duck (5)
18 Explain effectively (3,6) 21 Self-service

restaurant (9) 24 Ending in disaster (5) 25 Drive
mad (7) 26 Lean back (7) 27 US car-manufacturing
city (7) 28 Way down a mountain (7)

SOLUTIONS TO LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD
—

g mass 4,5) 4 House occupied in hunting

season (5) 5 Closely integrated (5-4) 6 Commit to
memory (5) 7 Small opening (7) 8 Impassioned (7)
14 Flawed (9) 15 Recognise the truth (4,5)

16 Definite (7) 17 Initially (2,5) 19 Rough draft of
proposal (7) 20 Conspicuous (7) 22 Dance originating
in Buenos Aires (5) 23 Pungent (5)

CRYPTIC

QUICK

Enjoy a host of engaging puzzles and
games every day. Play now! Scan
theQR code or visit toi.in/games
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India-US ties to define global

stage, trade deal coming: Gor

US walked into Iran trap,
India can help it: Boris

Says Rubio
To Visit India
Again This Yr

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The India-US re-
lationship isanchored in trust
and friendship between Pri-
me Minister
Narendra Mo-
di and Presi-
dent Donald
Trump, said
US ambassa-

- dor to India
Sergio Gor. The ambassador
also said that the bilateral tra-
de agreement under discus-
sionis“onits way” while poin-
tingtosurging trade numbers.

“The numbers don't lie. If
you look at the trajectory of
ourrelationship, justgoby the
numbers. Andso, 15 yearsago,
our bilateral trade was $20 bil-
lion. Today, it’s $240 billion.
And it's continuing to grow.
The two leaders set an ambi-
tious goal of $500billion inthe
nextfew years,” said Gor; add-
ressing The ET World Leaders
Forum.

“Infact, within amonth of
me getting here, at one point,
we announced that we had a
deal. Supreme Court struck
downabigpartof whatthede-
alwasbased on... soright now,
we're reconfiguring some of
that text. “But the trade deal

is, in principle, almost everyt-
hing is done. A lot of it is the
legal technical language that
needs to be sorted out. So, I'm
optimistic we'll get done,” he
said. Gor said that the two co-
untries have a natural part-
nership and one which will
define the global stage.

“We have two of the big-
gest giants in business. We ha-
ve two of the biggest economi-
es. Us, working together, is a
natural partnership. And you
canlook decade by decade and
forget the daily bumps... the
relationship has been doing
thisdecade by decade and gro-
wing,” said the ambassador.
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New Delhi: Former British
Prime Minister Boris John-
son Saturday urged India, US
andBritain to coordinate with
one another on ending the
Tran conflict and reopening
the Strait of Hormuz, while
calling Washington’s war a
“mistake” and pressing New
Delhi to pressure Russia to
end the Ukraine war. He also
said that Putin is fated to lose

- the war with Ukraine.
Tk EcoNomic Tives T.m?e’favkﬁ% ;tgifgr‘;n"mm
S= WORLD Forum, Johnson said it

=

LEADERS
FORUM

- VISsA

co-powered by

SUZLDN | CASAGRAND

Backing the Quad mecha-
nism, Gor said US secretary
of state Marco Rubio will be
visiting India again this year.

“The secretary will be co-
ming here to India, but after
India, we're actually going to
continue, and he’sgoingtotra-
vel to Australia, and that'll be
another quad meeting,” he sa-
id. Quad foreign ministersare
likely tomeet again in Austra-
lialater this year.

was “totally deranged”
to believe that regime
change in Tran could be
achieved through air
strikes. Iran must be
prevented from acquiring nu-
clear weapons and sponso-
ring terrorism, but change in
the country had to come from
within. “We’ve got tofind a de-
al with Iran,” he said, adding
the countries should work to-
gether to lower oil prices and
getshipsmoving.

Johnson faulted US for not
consulting Britain before the
war, saying it had walked into
an “obvious trap”. Yet, he
described America as a hege-
mon he would prefer over Chi-

na and said that allies must
help it “back out” of the cul-
de-sac. Trump, he added, was
consultative and liked advice
from friends, including Modi.
Turning to Ukraine, John-
son told his Indian audience
not to believe “propaganda”
that Putin was in a position to
win; he was “fated tolose” aga-
inst Ukrainians’ desire for fre-
edom. He backed giving Ukra-
ine Tomahawks, transferring
$140 billion of Putin’s cash
held in Brussels and stopping
trade in sanctioned Russian
oil. Only Putin, not
Trump or Zelenskyy, co-
uld end the war, he said.
' | Acknowledging India’s
“particular  position™
and historical closeness
to Russia, Johnson said
the conflict would not end wit-
hout greater pressure on Mo-
scow. He also called for deeper
India-UK and India-US milita-
ry cooperation, saying it wo-
uld be “much more sensible”.
Johnson was effusive about
India and Modi. “The Indian
story today is a really wonder-
fulstory,” hesaid, predictingan
“incredible future” for India
because it isademocracy anda
free country. He also hailed the
India-UK FTA, negotiations for
which began when he was PM.

Border situation will determine China ties, says Jaishankar
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odi and Xi will meet on the mar-
gins of the SCO summit in Kyr-

gyzstan Aug31-Sept 1.

While an official announcement is
awaited, Xi will be travelling to India for
the Brics summit on Sept 12-13 for his first

visit to the country since 2019.

“But for us, the interaction...the pur-
poseof itisfinally tomodernise ourecono-
my and to develop our capabilities, but
even as we do so, obviously there will be
trade, there will be other economic inter-

Jais]
India

actions with them,”
hankar. He also said

with China about busi-
ness visa delays faced by
Indian nationals.
Recalling the 2020-24
difficult phase in the relationship, he reit-
erated India’s position that the state of the
border will determine the relationship.
“Having said that, I think naturally, if
assuming things are stable and the needle
is more cooperative, obviously, I mean we
are both very big economies in many

said

remains in touch

iseanother

ways, we are markets to each other: They
industrialised much faster, on a much
larger scale and much earlier; largely be-
causeof many of the policies wenow advo-
cate,” he said. Calling Pakistan unique, he
said, “there is no other country that uses
terrorism so systematically and in such a
sustained manner to attack and pressur-

neighbour, and that has an im-

pacton public opinion in this country.”

On the US, he said India had been able
todevelop its own relationship with Wash-
ington despite the latter’s long-standing
ties with Pakistan.

Demand for
statehood has
- driven politics in
HiIIs for decades
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committee led by Singh
Awi]l draft a political so-
lution afresh after con-

sulting political parties, so-
cial organisations and stake-
holders before submitting its
recommendations to then
Centre. The Gorkhaland state-
hood demand has driven Hills
politics for decades, sparking
major agitations in 1986-88,
2007-11 and 2017. The 104-day
agitation in 2017 caused 11
deaths, major disruption and
heavy economic losses, re-
newing calls for a settlement.

Darjeeling BJP MP Raju
Bista said Shah assured that
the Centre would pursue a
constitutional solution and
consider other community de-
mands sympathetically.

“Union home minister
promised a permanent politi-
cal solution soon under the
umbrella of the Constitution.
He said adequate funding
fromthe Centre willensureall
pending issues are taken care
of,” Bistasaid.

Ajikumar gets bail,
Kollam court rejects
N ngn
Prasanth’s petition
Thiruvananthapuram: For-
mer Travancore Devaswom
Board member A Ajikumar has
been granted bail in the Sabari-
mala gold theft case, while the
bail plea of former board presi-
dent P S Prasanth was rejected
by Kollam vigilance court.
Considering  Ajikumar’s
health condition, the court
granted him bail. But, it observ-
edthatthere wasprimafacieevi
dence of Prasanth’s involve-
ment in the alleged offence.
Ajikumar and Prasanth
were arrested on July 23 in con-
nection with the alleged theft of
gold from the Dwarapalaka
sculptures at Sabarimala tem-
ple. According to the special in-
vestigation team (SIT), TDB
headed by Prasanth in 2025 had
sent the gold-plated Dwarapala-
ka panels to Smart Creations in
Chennai for re-plating. Tnn

Every power BCI exercises
is conferred by Parl: Reddy
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eddy also questioned
Rthe diversion of 150

crore of council funds
to the trust controlled by the
chairperson. “Bar Council
of India is not the personal
estate of any individual... Ev-
ery rupee it holds is held in
trust. Every power it exercis-
es is a power conferred by
Parliament for the benefit of
the Bar, and not for the bene-
fitof the person whohappens
to occupy the Chair,” Reddy
said.

He said that law colleges
approaching BCI for approv-
al or renewal are being pres-
sured to make ‘contribu-
tions’ to the said trust, with
demands ranging from 25
lakh to %1 crore. Reddy, who

hasbeenamember of BCIfor
the last eight-and-a-half
years, told Mishra, “Youhave
held that office continuously
since 2012... This is without
precedent. When elections to
the office fall due, the ar-
rangements are so managed
that the outcome is a fore-
gone conclusion. An elected
office that has one occupant
for fourteen years has
ceased, in any real sense, to
bean elected office.”

“T hold no personal ani-
mosity towards you. I have
served alongside you on this
Council for adecade. Itispre-
cisely because 1 have
watched this institution
from within for that period
that T am able to say, with a
clear conscience, that it will
notrecover while youremain

inthe Chair ... The Bar of this
country deserves better than
what it is presently receiving
from its own Council. T ask
you to allow it that opportu-
nity,” thelettersaid. Reacting
to the letter; Mishra rejected
allegations levelled against
him and said that it was done
out of political vendetta and
there wasnomeritin thealle-
gations.

“He belongs to another
political party and normally
supports Congress people.
Therefore, it’s all a political
vendetta and a political
stunt. He has been a member
of Bar Council of India for
thelastabouteightand ahalf
years. But throughout those
eightand a half years, he has
never opened his mouth,”
Mishrasaid.

Students alerted officials
after parts of paper began
circulating on WhatsApp
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rested, including Yo-

gesh Sonkesariya, a
professor ata private college
in Durg, and five students
who allegedly paid 12,000
each for the leaked paper,
DCP Smritik Rajnala said
Saturday. Police are search-
ing for two more suspects
and are probing whether the
group was part of a wider
network.

According to the FIR,
Sonkesariya allegedly took
thesealed entomology paper
home, pierced its envelope
with a needle and another
pointed tool, inserted an en-
doscopy camera costing
about 22,500 and filmed the
contents through the tiny
opening. The camera, nor-
mally used to inspect nar-
row and hard-to-reach areas
inside the human body, al-
lowed him to access the pa-
per without visibly opening

qix people have been ar-

the packet. Police said Son-
kesariya allegedly recon-
structed the questions from
the video, sold the paper and
passed it to a student net-
work that circulated images
through WhatsApp about
two hours before the exam.

Studentsand theirrepre-
sentatives alerted officials
after portions of the paper
began circulating on What-
sApp. When university offi-
cials compared the paper be-
ing distributed at exam cen-
tres with the viral copy, the
questions matched.

Police said a complaint
waslodged at Telibandha po-
lice station and an FIR was
registered.  Chhattisgarh
chief minister Vishnu Deo
Sai ordered an impartial
probe, while the university
formed a five-member com-
mittee. Govt also ordered a
review of question-paper se-
curity, covering printing,
storage, transportation and
custody at exam centres.

Warmer bed
caught fire, it
spread to cradle
of three infants
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to the NICU after being
diagnosed with a con-
genital heart disease. The two
injured infants were born in
the past five days. One had
breathing difficulties and the
othersepsis. Both are present-
lyatthe Jabalpurhospital. Ac-
cording to sources, once the
warmer bed caught fire, it
spread to the bedsheet of the
cradle in which the three in-
fants were being treated. The
fire was brought under con-
trol with the help of extin-
guishers and remained con-
fined to the affected unit.
Dubey said hospital staff
acted promptly and tried their
best to shift all infants out of
harm’s way, except the three
caught in the bedsheet blaze.
Police have launched a
probe. Hospital authorities
said they were examining the
precise cause of the short cir-
cuit and reviewing safety ar-
rangements in the NICU.

F]ihe infant was admitted
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ADVERTORIAL, ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY Industry Arjun Rampal
PROMOTIONAL FEATURE PR PYS weds longtime

as OTT GF Gabriella

window Demetriades

issue
deepens

Meghan
Markle eyes
Netflix series
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Eight years
after they
began dating,
Arjun Rampal
and G lla
Demetriades
quietly sealed
their o
relationship
with a civil

<4 imagery

Kollywood g sroducers
announce shutdown
from Septembergd

PRODUCTION

’ SCENE TAKE /
fter nearly eight years together, — 8 % { L { )

Arjun Rampal and Gabriella Y
Demetriades registered their ( 4 DIRECTOR

marriage in Goa on Friday, completing A /
the formalities at the Sub-Registrar’s of- ; (’ g ( CAMERA ;/' /
fice in Mapusa, North Goa, in the pres- \ . 1 4 / e —/;

ence of close friends. Their marriage was i s i 1 £ DATE

registered under the state’s Uniforll;l Civ- . =) 3 < (l\ /://

il Code, according to Sub-Registrar Suraj {l i [ N *f"—:’/ o

Vernekar. 7 ! : 2 r 5
The couple, who began dating in : 3 b ’ e e oo i 3 ’ ~ ; v
2018, welcomed their first son, Arik, in e Free 3 - < e Teotes z g F“I‘I.IS set for releﬂse
2019, followed by their second son, Ariv, 4 b ~ 3 - . in September

in 2023. A few years ago, Arjun and Ga- 7 The industry 4 eSardar 2 eDorothy
briella, a South African national, de- : T he Tamil film industry is heading alrea dy faces a eMandaadi ®Meesaya
cided to move to Goa and settle down in 1 for a fresh standoff, with the Ta- . ) eDemonte Murukku 2
the quiet Socorro village near Panaji. mil Film Producers Council massive annual Colony 3 ®lmmortal

The couple chose a very simple way to
formalise their marriage. They arrived
at the registrar’s office around 4pm,
both dressed in denims and white T-
shirts, accompanied by a few friends.
Nothing fancy, no frills, just a sweet,
memorable moment. PTI

(TFPC) and the Tamil Film Active Pro- financial loss exceeding 4

ducers Association (TFAPA) announcing .

a complete halt to new theatrical releas- ¥700 crore. |mP°5|“g noting that the industry loses more

es, filming and post-production work these sudden rules tt_}langmfgig?)ﬂxie annlual_ly.d withhmost of

from September 1, 2026. H & A he 250-0 ms released each year
The move comes after the Tamil SOIe'y in Tamil Nadu will failing to recover even half their invest-

Nadu Film Distributors Federation aggrava're these losses ment. “Imposing these sudden rules

and the Tamil Nadu Theatre and Mul- —~The TFPC solely in Tamil Nadu will aggravate

tiplex Owners Association introduced these losses,” they said.

anew rule requiring producers to For now, the producers’ bodies have

The couple attended
an event in Goa before
heading to the court
house to register

their marriage

= St o ” agree to an eight-week gap between a Telangana, Kerala or Karnataka. “We Sa(i]d the he}xllt will conti.que 1%1}1‘11_1 thle two
film’s theatrical and OTT release as a cannot accept this unilateral decision sldes reach a compromise. They also
METAL BAND DEMON P condition for screening it. taken without prior consultation,” they Rllalll t(é thﬂk? the matter t01 tllle Tamil
I I The producers’ bodies have opposed id i tat t. adu Chief Minister and the minister
HUNTER SUES O OVER HONEY SINGH CLAIMS ‘BIG’ the move, arguing that such a restric- Sa}l‘hlélyaaisg gomifxltled to the financial concerned, hoping for a resolution

K-POP DEMON HUNTERS LABEL H ARASSMENT KEPT tion is not in place in Andhra Pradesh,  pressure already facing Tamil cinema, through the state government.

HIM FROM RELEASING SONGS rm
VQICES

Yo Yo Honey Singh

addressed his fans

recently and shared that

a music label has been

troubling him. Taking

tohislbtagiam Stoy, Human relationships can never be taken over by Al. We will
all want to become human again, it's a temporary phase.
Al is meant to aid; it's not meant to supersede. When Al
supersedes, then that's the end of the world. It will never

happen | think when you make the distinction between what
is supporting and what is the main, that's when your Ilfe

clip, “A certain label has
been giving me such a
hard time. These labels
have really made my life
miserable and hassled
me so much; otherwise, |
would've been delivering
five songs a month. They

Metal band Demon Hunter is suing Netflix

over its animated hit KPop Demon Hunters,
alleging trademark infringement and accusing
the streamer of unfair competition as the show's
success eclipses the band's brand. As per a report
by CNN, the lawsuit was filed Tuesday by Hyde
Lane, the corporate entity for Demon Hunter, have kept me so disturbed
against the platform, the studios and concert up to this point” NN

promoter AEG Presents. Agencies - Sabyasachi Mukherjee on Al ]

'Deepika demanded  SONGS, SELFIES AND CELEBRATION

[] [ ] aveen Tyagarajan
10% of the film profits 5o

midnight! That is exactly

and leaked details’

celebrated Madras Day,

Honey told fans in a video
becomes easier

D eepika Padukone’s exit from MAY 281 2025 right as Saturday rolled
Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s Spirit ‘Sandeep Reddy Vanga lashes out at Deepika in, turning a regular
was among the biggest talking the wpp.;.a leal of his film Spirit's story subway car into a high-

points surrounding the film last year.

Reports suggested that differences ovzer 'TELL THE WHOLE . anh(glgeyrgzv\:vnagssg:gier.nzhgeic
her demand for fixed working hours led ¥ -~
to her exit, with the makers later STORY l DON T CARE unplugged live music by Office
replacing her with Triptii Dimri. Now, Gaana echoed down the aisles
Pranay Reddy Vanga, the film’s producer as commuters jammed and

and director Sandeep Reddy Vanga's I h 3
brother, has opened up about the actress’ sang along together, turning .
exit, claiming that disagreements over the Metro coolest pop-up music
contractual terms led to her departure. lounge in the city.
Speaking to Telugu news channel
NTV, Pranay alleged that Deepika had
demanded a 10% share of the film’s
profits, which he suggested was one of
the key points of disagreement. “She
demanded 10 percent from the film'’s
profit. Soon after, everything went

overboard. See, she can ask for anything. If we No Don Lee,
are willing to give, we can give. But the ° . o
economics (budget) should also work out for us. Chqu “’ee‘" or
We thought that it was not working. This is why Prakash Rai in
we thought of other options,” he o
said. 5 the film

Pranay also clarified that it Pranay also revealed
was Sandeep Reddy Vanga's that the makers had

decision to remove Deepika

e considered casting Train
from the project.

to Busan actor Don Lee,
but felt he did not fit
“We discussed the story the story. He said the
and character with i movie is rooted in a local
her. Things discussed 3 Hyderabadi setting and
internally should not be . 7 required actors who

led, but she leaked %] \ suited its world. He also

reve

all of them. That is why \ clarified that Chiranjeevi

we were disturbed” ) and Prakash Raj are not
- Pranay Reddy Vanga part of the film.




SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026
CHENNAI TIMES, THE TIMES OF INDIA

2 VARIETY

Charles M.elt[on Coco:a, coffee, conto
in talks to join

Naruto live- € ESPreszo effECt

Culinary hub bringsits signature

lack is taking a as

action film

@melton

Charles
Melton

across eye colours and
skintones Y

brilligntly with
nudéeYmauve
and glossy lip

i |
harles Melton may be
heading to the Hidden Leaf
Village. The Riverdale and

May December actor is reportedly

in final negotiations to play fan-

favourite ninja Kakashi Hatake in

Hollywood’s live-action Naruto film,

directed by Destin Daniel Cretton.

According to Variety, Kakashi
serves as the elite mentor to Naruto

and his fellow young ninjas. A

search is reportedly underway for

the actor to play Naruto, while the
film is eyeing a production start in

February 2027. Melton, a longtime

anime and manga fan, is also a

second-degree black belt in

taekwondo.

ESPRESSO PALETTE
Coffee brown: Soft, everyday
definition

Mocha: Warm, polished & wearable
Cocoa: Deeper and richer for
added contrast

deeper problem. We often focus on the mes-
senger while ignoring the message and the
product itself. Manufacturers know their
products are harmful. Governments are
aware of it, yet permit their sale because
they generate revenue. Celebrities endorse
them for profit. In different ways, all share
responsibility.

Aug 20: The messenger,
the message and the
misguided attention

few Bollywood A-listers have been is-

sued show-cause notices for endors-
ing ‘elaichi’-flavoured mouth fresheners.
Bollywood stars are youth icons and are
hero-worshipped by millions, both young
and old alike. Though most of the onus lies
on the manufacturers producing such sub-
stances, stars too bear a social, moral and
ethical responsibility towards society.

—Jayashree Kulkarni, Pune

—Manicklal Chakraborty, Chennai

was frankly disappointed with SRK’s

line of argument and justification for
‘making money’ by endorsing harmful
products such as soft drinks and paan
masala! Any celebrity, particularly one
who enjoys a mass, blind following like

disagree. Now- SRK, is expected to have a sense of

adays, many responsibility towards public good when
youngsters fall ‘making money’! He conveniently over-
prey to endorse- looks the fact that his endorsement only
ments and con- encourages his followers to consume such
sume harmful harmful products more.
products (paan — KS Ramakrishnan, Chennai
masala). It was
therightmoveto | scan the QR code to hen the government allows the man-
put the con- check Your POV ufacture of these products, it should
cerned actors un- also include a clause stating that only the
der the FDA scan- product and its packaging should be allowed

ner. What an irony! Real-life Singham puts
a show-cause notice to reel-life Singham.
~— Lata Siddheswar

to appear in their advertisements. No celeb-
rities or individuals should be allowed to fea-

ture in any advertisement.
— Brian Thankappan, Mumbai

Aug 22: Forget fridge

he debate on surrogate advertising
and celebrity endorsements exposes a

2 — ;
TRY THIS

Swap one black product for
brown — mascara for subtle
lashes, mocha liner for a softer
eye, or cocoa lip liner around
your favourite nude lipstick.

B coffee break. Es-
presso-toned
makeup is giving every-
day beauty a softer, rich-
er finish, with brown
mascara, mocha eyel
er and cocoa lip liner
moving into the spot-
light. Brown mascara
defines lashes without
the intensity of jet
black, while chocolate
and espresso liners add
depth that feels polished
rather than stark. On
lips, deep brown pencils
sharpen the shape
and pair easily
with nudes,
glosses and
mauves.

H EEIS BB BN EEE N <

[=]

magnets. Bring me snacks

ridge magnets? Nah. Chocolates? Nah. Lo-

cal flavours? Absolutely! Convenience-
store tourism is becoming a new travel trend —
and it makes perfect sense. Trying what locals
eat and taking those flavours back for friends
and family is a more authentic souvenir Why
Jjust visit a place for a few days? Live like a lo-
cal, even if only for a few days. That's where
the real flavour of travel lies.

—Maninder Singh Johar, Faridabad

ovely little souvenirs from abroad are

sweet, but they come with terms and con-
ditions: dusting, arranging and finding space
for them. Plus, every time friends or relatives
visit, we have to explain why something is not
displayed or has gone missing. Instead, I
would prefer edibles, especially a speciality of
that country, with no headache of maintain-
ing, preserving or dealing with clutter.

— Usha H Kumar, Delhi

very nation possesses unique products

that cannot be replicated. Tourists
should discern them and adjust their budg-
ets accordingly. Travelling itself is a great
experience, and buying goods (for self-con-
sumption or gifting) that are special to par-
ticular countries just adds depth and ex-
citement to it.

— S Ramakrishnasayee, Chennai

Agree? Disagree? Got a POV idea? Write to us at:

LEISURE

:SouthiIndian flavours tgLECR |

ne of the
leading res-
taurants,

Manjal, is expanding
its footprint in the
city with its second
outlet on the ECR,
says the manage-
ment. “Celebrating
the rich culinary
heritage of Tamil
Nadu, Manjal brings
together authentic
flavours, traditional
recipes and warm
hospitality to create
a truly memorable
dining experience,”
they share.

“Our Poes Gar-
den outlet has
earned a loyal fol-
lowing for its bold
flavours, generous
portions and dis-
tinctive presenta-
tion of South Indi-
an non-vegetarian
cuisine, along with
warm hospitality;,” they
say, adding, “The new
ECR outlet will car-
ry forward the same
philosophy; offer-
ing guests an in-
viting, home-like
environment
where traditional
food takes centre
stage.”

According to
the management,
Manjal’s signature
favourites include
mutton chukka, brain
fry, mutton nalli elum-
bu, chicken kothu parot-
ta, chicken 65, nethili fry,
prawn masala, squid and veral
meen preparations. “Each dish is
crafted with carefully selected ingredients
and freshly prepared masalas,” they say.

The owner of the brand, Vinoth Kumar, says, “The
response to our Poes Garden outlet has been incredi-
bly encouraging. With our ECR outlet, we look for-
ward to welcoming more guests and sharing the au-
thentic South Indian flavours and traditions that de-
fine Manjal.”

Sharing that at the heart of the brand are a com-
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HOW TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that every horizontal row, every vertical column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9, without repeating the numbers in
the same row, column or box.You can’t change the digits already given in
the grid. Every puzzle has one solution.

YOU ATE A PIZZA WITH PEPPERONI,
ONION, MUSHROOMS, ANCHOVIES,

BLACK OLIVES AND EXTRA CHEESE
AND
E YOU ATE
A RAT

With our ECR
outlet, we look
. forward fo

. welcoming guests
and sharing the
authentic South
Indian flavours

that define us
= Vinoth Kumar

mitment to community, authen-
ticity, integrity and true hospitali-
ty, and a culinary philosophy rooted
in recipes passed down through gen-
erations, prepared with care to pre-
serve the authentic taste of South India,
the management says, “We believe every guest

deserves a warm welcome, attentive service, a com-
fortable environment and an experience filled with
thoughtful details.”

“With our new ECR destination, we aim to offer
high-quality, delicious food at great value while
creating the warmth and comfort of a home,” they
conclude.

Address: 19, Spring Garden, 2nd Street, Akkarai, ECR
Contact: 9444684446
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11 12
26 6
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25
18] 9
8 30
18| 20
120 9
15| 23|
15 24
17| 10|
3
16| 26|
3 11
HOW TO PLAY Note: A digit cannot appear more than
s ONCE BN @NY particular digit combination.
The numbers in the coloured For instance in the o
squares refer to the sums of the example, we cannot 2 [ | |
digits that you must fill into the ~ have the combina-
empty spaces directly below tion of 8+4+8 Example
or to the right of the coloured 10" 20

square containing the number.

For instance, in the given example, the 2 boxes

below 12 must contain 2 digits that add upto 12, whereas for 20, the
3 boxes placed horizontally next to it must add upto 20. No zeroes are
used here, only the digits one through nine.

* You can't draw lines around
zeroes.
 Each puzzle has just one unique solution.

British English Dictionary is
used as reference.

Volume 19, Issue 234 Regno:

HOW TO BEGIN:

LOOP
0 i o RULES 3 3 3 3
Today's Ratings: How many words of four or et NN BT om m am a
02-average|03-good | ?mm::nf(; Gan }"“" make  Connect adjacent dots with 1 [ 2
OAl-outstq‘nding mm‘ 18 atiers snown. n vertical or horizontal lines, 2 - - -
oty Spuios I making creating a single loop (Fig A). o 1
used aé many times as « Crossovers or branches are not 2 3 3 3
it appears in the puzzle. z_illuw_ed {fl\s shown by dotted 2 " " . . .
Each word must contain lines in Fig B). o 2 2 1 1 2
the central letter. There * Numbers in the puzzle indicate . . . . - - -
U should beatieastone the number of lines that should 2 2
seven letter word. Plurals, surround it, while empty cells P
foreign words and proper may be surrounded by any g % : s s m g 3
names are not allowed. number of lines. Not allowed . —
(Fig B) of 3 can only be drawn in the remaining three

spaces. Next, these lines can only be extended
in one direction each. Continue, using the same
logic.

Hints: Keep eliminating possibilities by marking

This newspaper s published by P Manikantan from Kochar Tower, 19,
Venkatnarayana Road, Theagaraya Nagar, Chennai 600017 on behalf of
Bennett Goleman & Co Ltd, edited by Kavya Ghristopher (Chennai Market -
Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act) and printed by Julien Felix
at The Times of India Press, 140 Old Mahabalipuram Road, Ghemmenchery,
Chennal 600119. Al rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without
the written permission of the Publisher is prohibited. Tel. Nos. Chennai (044)

Example (Fig A) - Begin with the zero next o 3.
Since no lines can be drawn around zero, mark

crosses around it, as shown. Now there is a cross
in one space around 3. So we know the three line

crosses in spaces between dots where a line
isn't possible, i.e., if you have already completed
required lines or where a line extension may

s create a branch or cause a deadend (Fig B).

SOLUTIONS TO GAMES/PUZZLES

Rearrange lhe_letters in the four wurq jumbles, one letter to TIMES SUDOKU LOOP THE LOOP
each square/circle, to make four ordinary words
v|€|6|G 9|2
SlLlZ]€e 8[F|C
VWAEE . BlZ|lL |2 | V|€
glo(6le|L[S|e|v|L
N L v[1L[6]|8]|9]s
onaor () ARHHOHGHE
NN el6[9]5|v 2 3
NEERRE Ly
AUUMNT Slziv|ze L[al6le
TIMES KAKURO SPELLATHON
CEOPKK ARCNENENE
violzlelen]2][6] | c pne|
BENARNNED ayyTING ‘IInp ‘fenp
HOW TO PLAY ole|eelz|vhy | |
Now arrange the ; il ; SEIBETSEIE SCRAMBLE
letters in the circles Itis the ability to__ a joke, SOABEENEEERS
1o form the answer to _____one, that proves you slolels[8¥olt UBWISE XER - INOWNY JO 35UBS
the riddle or to fill in have a sense of humour - LiS[eNe|v|S /8|95 & aney nof sanoud Jeu) 'auo aew jou
the missing word as Max Eastman (4,.,3,4) zlen[eli]v oY ‘ol e e} 0} Ayige auy 13 -lamsuy
indicated N S s10adoy ‘uwmne ‘oBue) ‘aABaM :SPIOM
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Legacy veg destination hosts interactive

food deSIgn masterclass for food Iovers

Pics: Praveen Tyagarajan

H .l. ul vrh :
1952, Ienentlv hoated ac

experience to showcase curated grazing
tables and modern food presentation.
According to the management of the

restaurant, *
of Grazing’,
for an engaging

The event, titled ‘The Art
rought together enthusiasts
loration of beautifully

styled platters, creative design, and thought-

fully balanced flavours.”

The session, the management says, allowed

attendees to interact directly

&Y ACCORD

METROPOLITAN

This Onam, Even Mahabali
Would Make a Reservation

Dine In + Take Away - Home Delivery

205026

chef, who demonstrated prac

es to building visual and communal food
displays. “Chef Anjali shared her creative
methodology, making the experience both
edu auonal and practical for our guests,

4 s with cmmnunlty engagement

“We see collaborations like this as a natural exten-
sion of the legacy Kailash Parbat has built over the
decades, ensuring our traditional foundation evolves |
alongside modern dining formats,” they say.

Reflecting on the purpose of the gath-
ering, the management states, “This

Music

Carnatic Concert: Violin by RK
Shriramkumar and vocals by
Amritha Murali at 10am, at
Ragasudha Hall, Mylapore.
Classical Performance: Nagai S
Selvamuthu at 5pm, at Srikara
Anjaneya Raghavendra
Sannidhanam, Mylapore.

Carnatic Music: Gayathri
Venkataraghavan at 6.30pm, at

Narada Gana Sabha - Mini Hall, TTK

Road.

Vocal Event: Srirangam
Venkatanagarajan at 6.15pm, at
Ragasudha Hall, Mylapore.

Veena Recital: Veena Venatramani
at 6.45pm, at Srikara Anjaneya
Raghavendra Sannidhanam,
Mylapore.

Devotional Music: Sri Sai
Sangeethalayam Group at 6.30pm,
at Sri Venugopalaswamy Temple,

Gopalap

DANCE

Bharatanatyam Arangetram:
Abignaya Namuduri at 10am, at
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Mylapore.
Dance Drama: Dr Sheela
Unnikrishnan at 7.15pm, at
Museum Theatre, Egmore.
DRAMA

Endru Thaniyum: Dharini Komal at
6.30pm, at Narada Gana Sabha -
Main Hall, TTK Road.

MADRAS DAY

Madras in Sanskrit Words: DrV
Preethi at 6pm, at Arkay Convention
Center, Luz, Mylapore.

Navagraha Kshetras around
Chennai: Dr Chitra Madhavan at
7pm, at Arkay Convention Center,
Luz, Mylapore.

DISCOURSE

Divine Marriage: Erode Rajamani
at 9.30am, at Balajis
Maruthatbhajam, Nanganallur.

Address: 62 Third Cross Street, Gandhi Nagar, Adyar

Contact: 805621954

Dnyaneswari Pravachan: Sri
Raghunath Das Maharaj at 7pm, at
Maha Periyava Sadhan, West
Mambalam.

Krishna Yajur Veda: SriKrishna
Ganapadigal at 2pm, at Asthika
Samajam, Alwarpet.

Srimad Bhagavatham: Brahmashri
Aankarai Rangaswamy Dikshithar
at 6.30pm, at Sastra University,
Vadapalani.

Sri Krishna Vaibhavam: Vishaka
Hari at 7pm, at Ayodhya
Aswamedha Maha Mandapam,
West Mambalam.

Taittiriya Upanishad: Swami
Ramana Swaroopananda-
Thiruvannamalai at 6.30pm, at
Sringeri Bharathi Vidyashram, T
Nagar.

Upanyasam: PV Rajaraman at
6.30pm, at The Kalyan Nagar
Association Hall, Mandaveli.

Email us at
chennaitimes@timesofindia.com

4 Sadya
Kazhikkam

LUNCH 12200 PM - 4.00 PM DINNER 7:00 PM - 11:00 PM

Reserve Your Table Today

For Enquiries & Reservations Call Us At

+9189398 36187

In a 2009 experiment by
a South African company,
a carrier pigeon equipped
with a 4GB flash drive
flew 50 miles in 1 hour

8 minutes. Transferring
the same data over local
internet connection took
over two hours.

Accord Metropolitan
35, Gopathi Narayanaswami Chetty Rd, Lakshimi Colony, T. Nagar, Chennai- 6000 17
© Accord Metropolitan @ accordmetropolitan @& wwwitheaccordhotelscom
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A'E’)Eollo Spectra“”

HOSPITALS

Don't let life
become something
you only look at;

The things you love belong in your life,

not in a museum. ‘ i
Our Advanced Orthopaedic Pain Management
Programs and Surgical Expertlse will help you
get back to them.

e

==l

Over time, joint pain may restrict you from the things you love - travel, sports,
music and the daily joys of life. At Apollo Spectra, experienced specialists,
superior clinical capabilities and the strength of the Apollo network come
together to deliver care designed around your recovery.

3 lakh+ orthopaedic
surgeries performed
over the past decade

1,000+ senior orthopaedic

(/@I%/ experts across 24 hospitals

in 16 cities

@] Best-in-class physiotherapy
and rehabilitation for faster
recovery

Q)’G} Modern diagnostics
for accurate assessment

TALK TO OUR SPECIALISTS. GET BACK TO THE LIFE YOU LOVE.

Conditions we treat:

Knee Replacement | Hip Replacement | Joint Arthroscopy | ACL Reconstruction |
Spine Surgery | Shoulder Replacement | Foot & Ankle Surgery | Hand & Wrist Surgery

To book an appointment
1860 (500]2244)

Alwarpet | MRC Nagar,

Online appointment:
CHENNAI www.apollospectra.com |




This Onam, Parambriym is bringing
the warmth, abundance and
traditions of Kerala to the table
with its much-awaited Onam
sadhya, served on August 25 and
26. According to the management,
the annual feast has been designed
as a celebration of Kerala's culinary
heritage, with 29 traditional dishes
prepared to recreate the flavours and
memories associated with the harvest
festival.

At the heart of the celebration is
the sadhya, an elaborate spread
that brings together classic
accompaniments, curries and
traditional sweets. The management
says the menu has been thoughtfully
put together to offer a wholesome
festive experience, with the variety
of dishes allowing diners to explore
the different flavours and textures
associated with a traditional Kerala
feast.

The sadhya is also intended to
capture the spirit of Onam beyond

This Onam, Sashwatha Café is inviting diners to celebrate
the spirit of Kerala with its Grand Onam sadhya, a
23-dish feast being served at its Anna Nagar and
Nandanam outlets on August 25 and 26. According to the
management, the spread has been curated around the
abundance, warmth and culinary traditions associated
with a Kerala home-style Onam celebration.

"At the heart of the feast is a carefully prepared
selection of dishes that moves across flavours and

the food itself. Traditionally enjoyed
around a shared table, the feast
brings family and friends together
over a meal that is as much about
abundance and togetherness as it is
about individual dishes.

“For diners looking to mark the
festival in a festive setting, the dine-
in option offers the opportunity to
enjoy the spread at the restaurant.
Meanwhile, the takeaway format
allows guests to bring the festive
meal to their own dining tables,
whether for a family lunch ora
gathering with friends,” they state.

“The dine-in sadhya is priced at
3955 plus taxes per person. For those
who would rather celebrate at home,
a takeaway sadhya serving two
people is available at 21,295 plus
taxes. Our takeaway pre-booking
facility allows guests to reserve their

boxes ahead of the festive period

and plan an Onam meal with family
and friends without the last-minute
rush,’ the management informs.

The feast is also suited to those
looking to make Onam a shared
occasion at home. Pre-booking is
intended to make planning easier,
particularly for those who want
to organise their celebrations in
advance.

“Whether it is a sit-down
celebration or a meal shared around
the dining table at home, our Onam
sadhya is positioned as an invitation
to savour the flavours of Kerala and
the traditions surrounding the harvest
festival” they conclude.

Address: W Floor, 3rd, 126, st Street,
Santha Avenue, Anna Nagar

Dates: August 25 & 26

Cost: Dine-in: ¥955 + taxes per person;
Takeaway: 31,295 + taxes for two
Contact: 9994148222

textures, from tangy and savoury to creamy, mildly spiced
and sweet. Each preparation has been put together to
offer a distinct expression of Kerala cuisine while creating
a balanced banana-leaf feast,” says the management.
Among the highlights are Pineapple kalan, where the
natural sweetness of ripe pineapple meets the gentle
tang and creaminess of a classic Kerala preparation,
and mathangai erussery, a comforting pumpkin and
coconut dish that is delicately spiced and subtly sweet.
Alongside these are an assortment of
traditional vegetable preparations, curries,

accompaniments and other festive favourites,
each adding its own character to the spread.

The management says the sadhya is
intended to be more than a meal, with
emphasis on the communal nature of the
feast. “A traditional sadhya is meant to
be shared, and the festive spread offers
families and friends an opportunity to enjoy
its flavours together. For those celebrating
at home, the takeaway option brings the
occasion to the table/” they state.

The festive menu is available at both
outlets, giving diners across Chennai an
opportunity to plan their celebrations. The
management says the takeaway option suits
families who want to enjoy the sadhya at
home while retaining the spirit of a traditional
festive meal.

Address: 96-97, 3rd Avenue, W Block, Anna
Nagar & 134, Chamiers Road, Nandanam
Extension, Nandanam

Dates: August 25 & 26

Cost: Dine-in: T495 per person; Takeaway:
%759 for two

Contact: 99941 31222 (Anna Nagar), 99945
51999 (Nandanam)

Onam is a festival built
around togetherness —
from dressing up in kasavu
and making pookalam
to gathering around
a banana leaf for an
abundant sadhya. This
year, Nithya Amirtham is
bringing that festive spirit
to tables across Chennai
with its Onam ‘26 sadhya
on August 26, according to
its management. “The feast
is centred on the traditions
and flavours that make
Onam special, offering
families and friends an
occasion to come together
over a meal that celebrates
Kerala's culinary heritage,”
they say.

The management
says the celebration is
ultimately about the
people, traditions and
food that bring everyone
back to the table. “Whether it is a
family gathering at home, a meal with
friends or a festive outing, the sadhya
is intended to add to the warmth of
the occasion,” they state.

Address: 1st Floor, 11, Haddows Road,
Nungambakkam
Dates: August 26
Cost: Dine-in: 7850 +
tax (adults), 450 + tax
(children); Takeaway:
21,500 + GST for two;
Online: 71,800 +

GST for two via food
delivery platforms
Contact: 87544 01444

Oty
Amirtham

_~Onam at Enté Keralam, its management says, is o
celebration of the food and traditions that make

the festival special. The restaurant has brought

back its much-loved Onam sadhya across its three

1. dood .

e

payasam on offer. A takeaway box contains four
varieties, with 500ml of each, making it an option
to share at home or take along when visiting family
and friends," they share.

The mar 1t says the Onam sadhya

Chennai outlets, alongside a selection of pay
and takeaway options for those celebrating at
home.

is prepared by a team from Kerala and features
more than 30 traditional
dishes served in the
customary Kerala style.
“The spread includes
thoran, avial, inji puli, inji
thayir, erissery, kaalan,
olan, pachadi, kichadi
and nei paruppu, along
with pickles and chips.
Payasam gets special
attention this year, with
palada payasam, ada
pradhaman, chakka
pradhaman, paruppu
payasam, pazha
payasam and ghee

This Onam, Geetham is bringing a
specially curated sadhya to the table

on August 26, with dine-in, takeaway
and delivery available through pre-
booking. According to the management,
preparations began months in advance,
with the chefs and team travelling to
Kerala and tasting sadhyas across the
state to understand the nuances that
elevate each dish.

“We wanted our sadhya to feel
authentic, and deeply rooted in the
flavours of Kerala. Understanding the
balance of flavours and discovering
traditional preparation methods has
added greater depth and flavour profile
to our menu. We are excited for our
patrons to relish the taste of this festive
feast," says Murali, Founder, Geetham.
The sadhya, they inform, features
more than 30 dishes, including matta
choru, mampazham madhura pachadi,
ulli theeyal, kurukku kalan and moru

According to the management, the Onasadhya

Takeaway box is suited to those who would rather
enjoy the feast at home. “For those who prefer to
dine in, the festive sadhya will also be available on
August 27 and 28, offering an opportunity to enjoy
the meal at a more relaxed
pace. All the Onam offerings
are available till August 30,
they say.

Address: 1, Kasturi Ranga
Avenue st Street, Poes
Garden; 2nd Floor, 14/22,

3rd Avenue, Custom Colony,
Besant Nagar; 40, 2nd Main
Road,

E Block, Anna Nagar East
Contact: 63749 99504

(Poes Garden), 72001 78594
(Besant Nagar), 63749 99506
(Anna Nagar)
www,entekeraiam,menuw

kachiyathu. Chakka pradhaman and palada
pradhaman offer a traditional sweet finish. The
management says the feast brings people closer,
giving families and friends an opportunity to gather
and celebrate over a traditional spread.

The team'’s Kerala visits also gave the chefs an
opportunity to compare preparations from different
parts of the state before finalising the festive menu.
The management says this process helped the team
pay closer attention to the balance and character
of individual dishes while

putting together the final
spread for Chennai diners.

Date: August 26
Dine-in, takeaway and
delivery: Pre-booking
required

Contact: 7397 222

111; 73976 23777
(WhatsApp)
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This Onam, Adyar Ananda Bhavan is inviting food lovers
to celebrate the spirit of Kerala with an elaborate Grand
Onam sadhya on August 26. Available across
Chennai and Bengalury, the festive spread
brings together 27 traditional Kerala
delicacies on a banana leaf, creating a
meal centred on the flavours, traditions and
warmth of the harvest festival.

According to the management, the
sadhya has been curated to offer a
wholesome festive experience, with dishes
spanning a range of flavours and textures.
Among the highlights are ada pradhaman,
chakka pradhaman and Kottayam kaalan,
alongside Alleppey olan, malabar avial

Your first sadhya?
Let’s get cooking \
for a grand feast =

to make room for one of Kerala's grandest food

traditions. sadhya looks like a feast built for a whole
battalion, but you don’t need to be a seasoned Kerala cook to
pull it off. The trick is to plan the menu before you start
chopping, soaking and stirring. You can keep the spread
manageable without losing the spirit of a proper sadhya by
making a few dishes ahead and serving others fresh. And yes,
that famous banana-leaf feast can absolutely happen in your

o nam is just around the corner, and that means it’s time

kitchen this Onam.

Start small,
then build
your sadhya

Atraditional sadhya
can have a dizzying
number of dishes,

so don't try to cook
everything on your first
attempt. Start with
five to seven staples
such as avial, thoran,
olan, sambar, rasam,
pachadi and payasam.
This gives you plenty
of variety without
turning your kitchen
into a pressure cooker.
Make a menu based
on how many people
you are feeding. For
four to six people, small
portions of each dish
are more than enough.
Remember, sadya is
about variety, not giant
servings of every item.

ADYAR ANANDA BHAVAN

followed by curry leaves
palakai Biriyani, Wayanad

ghee and kadamba
sambar. Thalippu thayir,
chakkara varatti, naalu
vettu chips, Kerala
pappadam and yelakki
Banana complete the
festive spread.
The management
says the collection of

together to reflect
the variety and festive

The spread continues with madhura curry, beetroot
pachadi, carrot beans thoran, eruseri and inji puli,

red rice (matta), paruppu,

dishes has been brought

/W\

Il

preparation
goes a long

Alittle prep work will
save you from running
around the kitchen with
aladle in one hand and

a half-cut coconut in the
other. Soak your dal, chop
the vegetables, and grate
or grind the coconut
before cooking begins.
Keep separate bowls
ready for ingredients that
go into different dishes.
Look at the cooking time
of each dish before you
begin. Start with things
that take longer, such as
sambar and payasam.
Quick dishes like thoran
and pachadi can come
together closerto

USinfluencer calls
steel utensils chic, -
Indians see nostalgia

US influencer’s fas-
cination with
“chrome” home-

ware has left Indians
amused after she show-
cased the stainless-steel tha-
lis and utensils as chic finds
she discovered at the Swed-
ish furnishing brand.
Amanda Monsen, who said
she had been obsessed with
chrome for two years, went
looking for chrome plates
and other pieces at the fur-
niture giant, calling them
stylish and perfect for serv-
ing food. Indian social
media users, how-
ever, quickly
pointed out
that the sup-
posedly
trendy pieces
looked re-
markably like
the steel uten-
sils found in
homes across the
country. The discov-

ery comes aftera

character of traditional Kerala cuisine. The banana-leaf feast is designed
for the social spirit of Onam, whether shared around a table at the
restaurant or enjoyed at home with family and friends.

The sadhya is priced at 7599 plus GST for dine-in and 699 plus GST for
takeaway. Home delivery is also available exclusively through Swiggy,
offering those celebrating at home an opportunity to enjoy the festive

spread without stepping out.

The management says the feast brings together traditional
preparations and festive favourites in one celebratory meal, making it an
opportunity to enjoy the flavours of Kerala while marking the festival with

loved ones.

Address: 53, Ambattur Industrial Estate, 3rd Street, South Phase,

Ambattur
Date: August 26

Cost: Dine-in: T599 + GST; Takeaway: 7699 + GST
Contact: 044 42333333 / 40999999

Email: care@aabsweets.com

~/o,!;

i

Eating sadya on
Onam comes

with its own set
of etiquette )

iStock

If you sit down to relish a sadya,
you need to remember a few
things - the tapered end of the
banana leaf must point to the
left as the meal’s structure and
serving logic depend on the
direction in which it is placed.
Another etiquette to remember

is that the food is placed one by
one from the left to the right side.
However, that is not how you eat
the food — you enjoy it the right
to the left. Remember to fold your
leaf once you are finished with the
meal.
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US Cranberries are available on all major e-commerce
platforms and at key retailers across India.

SATHYAM | ESCAPE | INOX ciry centre | DEVI ciNerLEX | PVR awPa | SANGAM | CASINO | EGA | WOODLANDS
KAMALA | PVR PALAZZO VADAPALANI | PVR VR MALL | PVR LUXE VELACHERRY | PVR GRAND MALL VELACHERRY
PVR PALLAVARAM | CINEPOLIS OMR | INOX MARINAMALL | PVR ECR | PVR AEROHUB | PVR REDHILLS | INOX NATIONAL
AGS - T NAGAR, MADURAVOYAL, VILLIVAKKAM, OMR | S2 PERAMBUR | GK PORUR | KASI ASHOK NAGAR | MAYAJAAL omr
RAKKI & MURUGAN AwsATTUR | ROHINI Kovameebu | VETRI cHRoMPET | GREEN & SIVASAKTHI CINEMAS papi
RADHA REDHILLS | MOVIE MAX WALTAX ROAD | VARADHARAJA CHITLAPAKKAM | SEVEN SCREEN KILAMBAKKAM
VIJAY PARK inJaMBAKKAM | MANI & KK MINJUR | RAKKI KELAMBAKKAM | MVR GUDUVANCHERY | VELS CHEMBARAMBAKKAM

US CRANBERRIES

America’s Original Superfruit®

The'bed
CRANBERRY
INSTITUTE"

uscranberries.in
info@ss-associates.co.in

vead

#THEMADNESSBEGINS

On the occasion of Varalakshmi Presenting
India’s biggest most awaited

. Cotton &

S \ S -
- Silk Fab-2026
FExhibition & Sale
An opulent show of Ethnic & Traditional Silk, Cotton Handloom Products

made by master 100 Weavers from all over India
Silk Saree | Suits | Dress Material | Stoles | Dupattas | Kurtas

Kurties | Pure & Probable Silk | Tussar Silk | Shanthipur Silk

YMGCA GROUND

West Cottage Road, Oppt.l?oyapeettah Httaapital, Royapettah, Chennai r“"
From: 19" to 26" Aug. 2026: n/c

Products on Display - Orissa : Sambhalpuri
Ikkat Silk Saree, Bihar : Oragnic Tassar Silk
Sarees, Suit & Stoles, Assam : Muga & Eri Silk
Sarees, Karnataka : Creap Silk, Georgette Silk,
Arini Silk & Printed Sarees, Tamilnadu :
Kanjeevaram Silk Sarees & Designer Fancy/.
Sarees, Andra Pradesh : Dharmavara!
Uppada, Gadwal, Mangalagiri & Pochampalli
Sarees, Uttar Pradesh : Mulbari Silk,
Jamdani, Jamawar Silk Sarees & Chiffon
Silk, Maharashtra : Designer Dress
materials, Chhattisgarh : Exclusive Raw
Silk Sarees, Kosa Silk, Tassar Suit &
Duppatta, Madhya Pradesh
Maheswari, Chanderi Silk Sarees &
Suit, West Bengal : Baluchari,
Dhaka Masli, Gicha Sarees,
Boutique Sarees, Kantha Sarees,
Zordoshi, Jammu & Kashmir :
Chinon Silk, Tady Silk Printed
Sarees, Pashmina Shawls &
Suit, Rajasthan : Kota Silk

Hand Block Print Drg_s(ﬁ i
Sarees, Punjab :_Eulkari
Dress and many more... ,

Time:10.30 am- 8.30 pm Call: 08850902824 Entry & Parking
All Credit & Debit Cards Accepted Free

SATHYAM | ESCAPE | INOX ciTy CeNTRE | DEVI CINEPLEX | PVR AwPA | SANGAM | CASINO | EGA | WOODLANDS
KAMALA | PVR PALAZZO VADAPALANI | PVR VR MALL | PVR LUXE VELACHERRY | PVR GRAND MALL VELACHERRY
PVR PALLAVARAM | CINEPOLIS omR | INOX MARINAMALL | PVR EcR | PVR ASROHUE | PVR REDHILLS | INOX NATIONAL
AGS - T NAGAR, MADURAVOYAL, VILLIVAKKAM, OMR | S2 PERAMBUR | GK PORUR | KASI AsHok NAGAR | MAYAJAAL owr
RAKKI & MURUGAN AMBATTUR | ROHINI KovABEDU | VETRI CHROMPET | GREEN & SIVASAKTHI CINEMAS paDI
RADHA REDHILLS | MOVIE MAX WALTAX ROAD | VARADHARAJA CHITLAPAKKAM | SEVEN SCREEN KILAMBAKKAM
VIJAY PARK INJAMBAKKAM | MANI & KKK MINJUR | RAKKI KELAMBAKKAM | MVR GUDUVANCHERY | VELS CHEMBARAMBAKKAM

BLOGKBUSTER

AMIGA GARET

ARUN MATHESWARAN'S
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MY LIFESTYLE MY WEEKEND
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Anagha Sawant

uxury has long
prized clothes that
look extraordinary
without appearing difficult
to wear. But across the 2026
runways, that pursuit of ef-
fortlessness has become par-
ticularly pronounced. De-
signers are stripping weight
from tailoring, experimenting

ing new ways to create volume and
intricate craftsmanship without physical
heaviness.

The convergence is broad enough for
‘Featherweight’ to emerge as a defining Fall
2026 couture trend, with openwork and
weightless materials balancing romance
with the practical realities of dressing in
the heat.

“Luxury today is all about ease. People
want garments that move beautifully, feel
effortless and still make a statement,” says
fashion designer Bennu Sehgall, adding,

“Weightless fabrics create that balance.
They allow crafts-
manship, intricate
detailing and fluid
silhouettes to
shine without

feeling restric-
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Balenciaga's Fall
2026 couture
collection features
a feathel
embroidered red
satin balloon %
jacket paired wil
an oversized white
top and flowing
palazzo trousers

egance appear
natural rather
than overly con-
structed.”
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When fabric becomes technology

Weightlessness does not mean minimalism. Designers are
increasingly using technical construction to create drama
without corresponding heaviness.

At Balenciaga, Pierpaolo Piccioli's Neo Gazar combines
gauze and organza to create sculptural volume with
greater fluidity. For Fall 2026 couture, the house used
moulded leather ‘carapaces; developed from 3D body
scans, inside cashmere garments to support architectural
silhouettes with what it called ‘improbable lightness! Its
Spring 2026 collection also introduced a bioengineered
silk alternative developed with AMSilk, offering greater
elasticity and wrinkle resistance, alongside 3D weaving
techniques that integrate parts of a garment's construction
into the weaving process.

Schiaparelli explored the same idea differently, using
tiered tulle in its Spring/Summer 2026 haute couture
collection to create expansive volume without heavier
construction.

“It's less about one big breakthrough and more about
smarter construction. Fabrics like silk crepes and
georgettes offer movement without weight,
while lighter, carefully placed embroidery adds
richness without making the garment feel
heavy,” says Mrunal Khimyji, founder of a luxury
fashion label, adding, “There is a growing
interest in using lighter embellishments, recycled
materials and techniques that create richness
without unnecessary bulk”

@chaneloffi

Is this the next
phase of luxury?

Richa sees the movement as an

evolution of quiet luxury rather than its  /
replacement. "Quiet luxury was largely |
about visual restraint, fewer logos, y
muted palettes and understated
craftsmanship. Weightless luxury
extends that philosophy beyond
aesthetics into the physical
experience of the product,’
she says.

The runways suggest
the phenomenon may be
broader than quiet luxury.
Balenciaga's enormous
couture volumes,
transparent Dior suits
and Chanel's intricate
embroidery are not
necessarily visually
restrained. What connects
them is not quietness but
technical effortlessness: clothes
can remain dramatic, elaborate or
highly engineered while becoming
physically easier to wear.

A delicate sheer
] dress from Chanel's
] 2026 Haute Couture
collection, capturing

the lighter side of
luxury

Dries Van Noten’s 5527 menswear
collection featured sheer layers
and fluid silhouettes, capturing
Julian Klausner’s vision of
softness and effortless
movement

@driesvannoten

with barely-there textiles and find-

tive, making el-

Ease as
A
a design
osophy
At Chanel, Matthieu
Blazy has made
lightness a recurring
idea. His Spring
2026 haute couture
debut opened with
a transparent silk
mousseline suit,
while elaborate
embroideries were
engineered to remain
remarkably light. Dior
has taken a similar
route under Jonathan
Anderson, stripping
structure from
tailoring through
pleated silks,
draping and bias-
cut construction,
including a softened
take on the house’s
iconic Bar silhouette.

semi-sheer fabrics, while Dior
Men rendered pinstriped and
checked svits in chiffon. The
result suggests that lightness
is moving beyond summer
dressing to reshape even
traditionally structured
categories.
“] expect we'll see continved
investment in ultra-light
textiles, performance-
luxury fabrics, regenerative
fibres and innovative
material engineering. As
climate conditions change
and consumers travel more
frequently, functionality and
comfort will become inseparable
from luxury itself,” says Richa
Chopra, a luxury consumer
behaviour expert .
Khimiji says comfort is also
influencing occasionwear choices.
“Women still want beautifully
crafted occasionwear, but they
no Ionger want to feel weighed
down by it,” she says. “They're
looking for pieces they can
spend an entire day in, whether
that's a destination wedding or
an evening celebration, without
compromising on how they feel.”
Sehgall agrees. “People live busier,
faster lives now; they want clothes that
keep up. At the same time, they also want
to feel confident without compromising on
ease. When a garment is light and easy to
wear, it naturally moves better and looks
more elegant. Therefore, comfort drives the
trend.”

A flowing striped look from Fendi's
Fall 2026 Couture collection, adding
movement and ease to couture

@Jacquemus
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Winter 26 featured a
fitted bodice giving
way to a skirt
finished with
cascading,
asymmetrlcal

,Aakanksha Ahire

ic silhouette a distinetly modern edge.

What is a Basque waist

It is a silhouette, one seen commonly in

weddmg gowns, that extends the waistline

ing towards the
. Typically defined
by an elongated V or U-shaped ling, it creates
the visual effect of a longer, narrower torso
while introducing a more sculptural proportion
“The Basque waist has the ability
to instantly change a silhouette’s proportion. That
is why it continues to resonate on contemporary
runways, as designers can reinterpret the same
historical idea through tailoring, knitwear, fluid fabri

below its natural posi
hips where the skirt be

to the outfi

exaggerated volumes,” says fashion designer Rashi Kapoor.

n recent seasons, designers have been redefining the
silhouette by cinching and sculpting the waist, plac-
ing renewed emphasis on the midsection. Peplum
was one of the clearest expressions of this shift. Now,
the Basque waist feels like a natural evolution of the
same idea. Fashion houses including Chanel, Alaia and
Jacquemus have incorporated the distinctive, elongated
waistline into their recent collections, giving the histor-

Common style of the 19th
century

The term ‘Basque’ was used in English to describe a
common style of 19th-century bodice.
The cut appeared in varied forms, with designers
‘ experimenting with its length,
shape and design. Its appeal,
ts however, has never been
revival feels

confined to one era.
less like nostalgia

Chanel's designs in
the 1920s and 1930s
and more like

featured waistlines
extending towards

fashion reclaiming an  IRTPYIRERTI
iconic shape and Chilotion Dior
A . ater brought a
giving ita C°mP|9fe|y similar sensibility
new vocabulary to the Bar jacket,
— Rashi Kapoor,
fashion designer

Chanel's Fall/Winter 2026-27
collection: The dropped waist
extended towards the hips, evoking

the elongated proportions
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The return of the Basque waist
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BUGATTI REIMAGINES
ITS ORIGINAL HYPERCAR

Twenty years after it rewrote the performance-car rulebook,
the Bugatti Veyron is getting a contemporary makeover.
The French marque has unveiled a one-of-one Veyron
through La Maison Pur Sang, its heritage restoration and
certification programme, which allows owners to preserve
or reimagine their cars. Based on one of only 450 Veyrons
built during its 10-year production run, the bespoke model
combines the original hypercar's unmistakable silhouette
with details borrowed from newer Bugatti models.

Its exterior pairs Rouge Rembrandt, developed for the
Tourbillon, with Petrol Blue, associated with the Chiron. The
two colours didn't exist during the Veyron era. The classic
Machiavelli wheels have also been enlarged to 20 inches
at the front and 21 inches at the rear, allowing the car to
use Chiron-sized tyres. Three-dimensional mesh elements
refresh the air intakes without altering its iconic shape.

Inside, Magnolia leather, Mocassin stitching and a 20
Years of Veyron' emblem mark the anniversary, while the
centre console gets a Cote de Genéve finish inspired by
fine watchmaking. The result is a modernised Veyron that
retains its original character. And marks Veyron's pioneering
legacy in hypercars.

The cabin features bespoke Mocassin stitching, an exclusive anniversary
emblem, and a watch-inspired Cote de Genéve finish on the center console

MILAN GETS PATEK
PHILIPPE’S LARGEST
WATCH SHOWCASE

@Patek
Philippe
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Patek Philippe is staging its most ambitious
showcase yet this October in Milan. The
seventh iteration of the Watch Art Grand
Exhibition will occupy the city's newly
renovated Palazzo delle Scintille, where
more than 500 timepieces and objects will
unfold across 15 themed rooms spanning
2,900 square metres.

The choice of Milan is deliberate. Italy’s
storied relationship with Patek Philippe
dates back to 1839, when the Geneva
watchmaker first sold a timepiece to
o Roman client. For Thierry Stern, the 4
brand’s president, Italian taste represents
a definitive barometer. “If a new model 9
is successful in Italy,” he notes, “it will be
successful in the rest of the world.”

The exhibition balances crowd-pleasing
icons - the Nautilus, the Aquanaut - with
the rarefied: a Super Complications room
featuring the 33-complication Calibre 89
and the 20-complication Grandmaster
Chime. Twenty-seven pieces from the
Rare Handcrafts collection showcase
métiers d'art mastery, from the cloisonné-
enameled Burano Pocket Watch to the
Sicilian Oranges dome clock, rendered in
49 colours across multiple firings. Running
October 2-18, admission is free.

orso without appearing
overly severe
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CRAFT, REUSE, REPEAT

Creative reuse breathes
life into old art supplles

ooking for supplies to
L work on that unfinished

art project, only to find
yourself strapped for cash?
Creative reuse centres may be
the answer you are looking
for. “Nowadays, art is popping
off, so things are more expen-
sive,” said Charlene Catalano,
who was on the lookout for
crochet supplies and found
them all for a mere $6 at the
Brooklyn Creative Reuse. “It
has the perfect amount of
what I need,” she said. The
Brooklyn store is one of hun-
dreds of creative reuse cen-
tres across the US and beyond
which aim to keep art sup-
plies out of landfills. They
typically sell donated art ma-
terials at steep discounts —
like thrift stores for crafting.

AP

At reuse centres] crafters tar/
collect a few ribbons and fabric
scraps instead of entire spools or
bolts, or.even half a bottle of glue
at.afraction of a cost

What happens to supplies after
they're tossed?

“Reducing waste is the first benefit. But you can also be

more creative when you're in a large warehouse and looking

at things that you could not source yourself," said Julian
Silverman, a materials scientist at New York’s Fashion
Institute of Technology. In landfills, synthetic bristles on

paintbrushes can take hundreds of years to degrade, while
plastic handles take up to a thousand years, Silverman said.
When paints break down, they can release microplastics and
heavy metals like cadmium and cobalt. “Basically, our paint

is plastic,” said Zoie Diana, an environmental scientist at
Barnard College.

A more sustainable way to create

The principles of sustainable art include buying

only what you need and donating what you don't.

It also involves care while disposing of waste. For
example, wiping used brushes with a rag and peeling
off old paint instead of washing it down the drain.
This step prevents microplastics in the paint from
being pumped to wastewater treatment facilities, said

L4 .
Yarn sits on shelves as shoppers
debate items for sale at the —
Brooklyn Sreative Reuse
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The hidden cost of new art
supplies

Art supplies typically come in bulk and outlast
the crafts they're intended for. When thrown
away, they degrade in landfills, and certain items
can release harmful chemicals and microplastics
into the environment. Reusing art supplies is
one small step to avoid that, with some centres
saving thousands of pounds of materials from
reaching landfills each month. They also require
water and energy to make, pack, and ship, so
reusing them helps reduce the resources needed
for new ones. Art is an expensive hobby, so
shopping secondhand can keep costs down.

Creatives now pair thelr se(ondhand art
hauls with everyday household obje(ts

Diana, where they can sneak through into lakes

and rivers. Picking up secondhand paint supplies
inspired teacher Rosina Morelli to fish through her own
cabinets. “What I'm most happy for is my chance to
donate, not buy stuff,” Morelli said, “so that | can give
it to other people who will use it, instead of me just
throwing it out””

_If last week , timeto
ST ‘~ was a bit consider
( chaotic on x \ your
3 the F I N o L E existing
domestic situation.
front, this FORTUNE This, in
m week shall turn, means
see you'll be
resolutions. Work look better @ finolexpipes.com | 1800 200 3466 able to delve

this week, and you shall be in a
better frame of mind now.
Some good news is on the way.

Book Anupam V Kapil for appt/written predictions:
£)9822042295 or anupamvkapil@gmail.com.

into the new ideas or offers
com_mg your way in depth. So
much, in fact, you’ll soon be

Renovations at home/buying
new vehicles are indicated. You
will regain lost money. Your

making decisions.

Although you're not

social life is set to improve, and
you shall meet influential people who shall be of great
benefit to you.

. Manage your finances and be active

in speculative efforts and activities
) for gaining fast money and better

returns. You are warned against

impulsive buying and selling this
week. There may be developments
regarding relationships with
m relatives, Strained relationships will

take time to improve; friends will

come home, and you will spend enjoyable moments with
them. Love affairs are under very positive influences
and shall flourish. Short trips are possible. You may
have an impulsive temper.

The whole week is easygoing. There
may be a slight worry about finances
and concern regarding children/
their career, but soon there will be
good developments in that regard.
Some of you might be renovating
your property, while others will worry
about the development of certain
properties. Traders will see business
communications be successful, and
luck will be on your side.

Planning ahead isn’t just a virtue; it'sa
relief. Getting certain situations
i ‘ organised makes it easier to settle
v / others. Gain from friends and
influential people is seen; success in
speculation and love affairs is
P indicated. A financial issue shall take
m some time to get resolved. You will not
truly be able to get closure with the
past unless you realise that a large amount of teamwork
and cooperation will be required.

Your confidence grows, and leadership
qualities come to the fore, making you
very bold and assertive at work and in
general. This is a wonderful time for not
only making money but also spending
money on acts of charity The
circumstances in several situations have

sentimental, every once in a
while something stirs deep feelings. That
seems to be the case with one particular

. arrangement that’s coming to an end. All
those details and fine-tuning
arrangements can wait. The past few

days have been hectic and the next few
days will be hectic as well, but you will
enjoy every moment of it. You are at
SCORPIO your best when on the move and
interacting with people, so don’t think
of slowing down yet.

4 A more subtle approach is needed

when dealing with people. Friends

and colleagues will tell you one

' thing now, but your instincts will tell

» you another, and it is your instincts

you must listen to. What you face now

will be either a replay; a rewind,

m or starting from scratch again,

but take it on. You must now patiently construct a place for

yourself which will shore you up.

‘When explaining to others what it is
you expect of them, you must make
sure that your words are plain and
" simple and cannot be

O
misunderstood. If you leave even one

they will get it wrong. If you
slip even a hint of what you have discovered, the value

minor instruction open to
interpretation, you can guarantee
CAPRICORN know a secret of some kind, you
must keep it to yourself. If you let

of the information will diminish before you have a
chance to use it for your own gain.

There’s a fine line between everyday
) complications and the kind of setbacks
that can, if investigated, prove
enlightening. Delve into the source of
any difficulties. At minimum, you'll
1" spot how to prevent a recurrence. You
might learn something more
AQU ARIUS important. When making certain
arrangements, you didn’t mention
tricky issues because they had little relevance to the
matter in question. While that was the case at the time,
things have changed, and those changes have put the
issues in the spotlight. Discuss them frankly and openly.

Fmancm]ly, many opportunities will
come to you, and your cash flows shall

changed, far more than you realise, and are
still in transition.
also improve. Big changes are coming
: J your way, both at home and at work,
and you must be ready and willing to
|} embrace whatever challenges are

* thrown at you. Try to detach yourself
V|RGO from whatever realities are pushing

you to do all this work.

Disappointing as setbacks are, they're doing you a
favour. First, they're slowing your pace, so you have

The last thing you want to do is put
somebody on the spot. But if you don’t
address one particular concern
swiftly, things will only become
more complicated by the day.
% 7/ Besides, the actual issue is itself
- changing, which means your

~ _ concerns could turn into a helpful
m talking point for everybody. Destiny
will line up the people you need most to
teach you about your own maturity with finance or real
estate.
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Traditional sadhya gets a fruity t

,Gopika IS

nam is here, and the sadhya is getting
a little adventurous. Home cooks,
food vloggers and chefs are taking
the familiar banana-leaf feast beyond its
usual repertoire, pairing traditional
Kerala techniques with ingredients that
might not typically make it to the
spread. Think mixed-fruit pachadi,
apple pulissery, rambutan pachadi and
blueberry payasam. The idea isn't to
reinvent the sadhya, but to see how far
its familiar flavours can travel.

RAMBUTAN GETS A SAVOURY TURN
Last Onam, rambutan payasam made
waves on food pages. This year, Chef Suresh
Pillai has another idea for the tropical fruit:
pachadi. “Rambutan can also be made into a
pachadi, which can add a fresh flavour to your
sadhya. Just replace the usual banana and pineapple
with rambutan,” he says.

THE FRUIT BOWL LANDS ON

THE BANANA LEAF

Food vlogger Hamna is taking a more familiar route,
working with fruits that are easier to find locally.
Her experiments include apple pulissery and mixed-
fruit pachadi. “Apple is sweet and a little sour. I felt it
would blend well and made apple pachadilast Onam
and it worked. So, I proceeded to make pulissery.
also prepared nellikka rasam and dates puli inchi
this time. Others shared those preparations, too. It’s
about adding variety to the sadhya,” she says.

The trick, she says, is to retain the foundation of
Kerala cooking. “I add a coconut base to the dish,”
she spills the secret.

For her mixed-fruit pachadi, the combination can
include banana, pineapple, apple, pomegranate and
grape. But there is some technique involved. “When
we add pomegranate, it should be added last so that
it doesn’t dissolve. We need a combination of sweet
and sour. Add jaggery to it, and it will still feel like
pachadi while allowing you to taste the fruits, too.”

‘Apple pulissery

( ~ - g

People prefer
variety with old
ingredients rather than
just the older
preparations. Sometimes,
we may feel the
combination won't match,
but it will make sense
once we eat it

— Shekha
Hashim

£

How To: Give
sadhya a
modern
makeover

Rambutan pachadi: Replace
the banana or pineapple in
pachadi with this tropical fruit
Blueberry payasam: Make
two versions of this trendy
fruit in the traditional dessert
— using coconut milk and
jaggery or milk and sugar
Apple pulissery: Add a
sweet-sour touch to the
coconut-based pulissery with
apple

Tender coconut payasam-
pudding: Give a textural
upgrade by using tender
coconut jelly instead of tender
coconut pieces

Pazham nurukku

WHEN PAYASAM MEETS PUDDING
Chef Ganga Sreekanth is giving tender coconut
payasam a textural makeover. Instead of simply
adding tender coconut pieces and puree to the
traditional milk-based dessert, she has turned
it into a payasam-pudding hybrid.

“Usually, we use milk and add pieces of
tender coconut, along with some puree. What I
did this time is make it a payasam-pudding mix.

tastes great,” she says.

say it clicked well,” Ganga adds.

Old favourites get renewed
attention

Social media is also giving some old-fashioned
preparations a fresh lease of life. Pazham nurukku, a
dish closely associated with Onam, has been making

appearances across food pages, proving that nostalgia

can trend too.Food vlogger Shekha Hashim believes
the appetite for novelty and the love for tradition can
comfortably coexist. “Experimenting with food doesn't

necessarily mean moving away from our roots — traditional

tastes continue to remain timeless,” she says.

There are a few pieces of jelly added to it, and it

The jelly comes in two versions: one made
with tender coconut water, soaked china grass
and sugar, and another with coconut milk,
china grass and sugar. “We can cut them into
pieces and add them to the regular karikku
payasam. I came up with this recipe, and I must

» Blueberri‘es‘
meet payasam

Another fruit making an unexpected

appearance is the blueberry. Chef Suresh says

the fruit has found favour partly because of

its reputation as a healthy choice. Butin a
payasam, it s less about health trends and
more about what happens when a distinctly
modern ingredient meets a traditional dessert.
“You can make blueberry into a puree, add
coconut milk and jaggery to make one version,
and replace coconut milk with actual milk and
jaggery with sugar for a different version,” he
says.

Tender coconut payasam

@malayalaruchit
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WHAT'S #TRENDING AND WHY

Meghan Markle may just
swap royal life to be in the
set of a Guy Ritchie film

It has been nine years since Meghan Markle last
appeared as Rachel Zane in Suits, but the actress
could be gearing up for a full-time return to the
screen. According to Deadline, Markle has been
offered a role in an upcoming UK-based project
and has held early discussions about joining

Guy Ritchie's Netflix series The Gentlemen fora
potential third season. The talks, however, are still
at a preliminary stage, with the project itself yet

to be renewed for a third season. The series, which
stars Theo James, is currently awaiting a renewal
decision. The potential casting also comes at an
interesting time. The news broke days after Markle
and her husband, Prince Harry, announced plans to

ChennaiTimes

Make syre
Yyour sibling
gets the
Message!

NATIONAL
SILK €XPO

DIRECT WEAVERS EXHIBITION & SALE

Festival Season Special

All latest variety & new design

LAST 3 DAYS

Time: 11am to 9pm

Kalaivanar Arangam
1, Wallahjah Road,
Triplicane, Chennai

150+ certified weavers & best designers from all over India

return to the UK for an extended period. The couple
has been based in California for the past six years. “TaC Apply

Scan the QR code for a chance
to get featured.

Authentic & pure silk & cotton saree
only at weavers price from all over India
silk & Cotton Saree | Designer Wear | Ethnic Wear
Kurti & Drcssns| Fasluon Jeweuery\ Handcrafted Textiles

Forget Clark Kent,
Jimmy Olsen has a ,
murder case to crack /

e L @87 2 ROYAL MERIDIEN |
e | » , G

order to The People
v. Gorilla Grodd,

its long-gestating i 4 ) S
Jimmy Olsen A
Superman spinoff G

THE ROYAL INDIAN CUISINE

from DC Studios

and Warner Bros

Television, according

to Deadline. The

comedy stars Skyler

Gisondo as Jimmy Olsen and Jimmy Tatro as
Gorilla Grodd in a true-crime mockumentary.
Season one centres on DC villain Gorilla
Grodd, a superintelligent ape with psychic
powers following an encounter with an alien
spaceship.

A feast of tradition.

DINNING @

August 24th to 26th,
2026

TAKEAWAY

PRE ORDER IS

MANDATORY
P Dh'“ Lunch
oonam Dhilion MEAL BOX - 1599++ 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM

hospitalised with v TAX, SERVES 2
dengue amid CINTAA MEMBERS
controversy ‘

Days after eight members of the
Cine and TV Artistes’ Association
(CINTAA) executive committee
stepped down, CINTAA president
Poonam Dhillon has been
hospitalised with dengue

after suffering from

the iliness for a week,

according to reports. The
update comes amid an

ongoing controversy, with

the eight members citing

a loss of confidence

in the association’s

functioning and calling

for fresh elections.

Dinner
7:00 PM to
11:00 PM

RESERVATIONS /| PRE-ORDERS
99402 53457 | 98408 05540
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5-star safety rating by Bharat NCAP
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electrlc panoramic sunroof electric powered tailgate 25.65cm openR link multimedia screen

*Renault Duster now comes with a maximum warranty of up to 7 years or 160 000 kms, whichever is earlier, under the Renault Forever program. the price mentioned in this advertisement is the ex-showroom
price for the base variant. the features mentioned in this advertisement may vary depending on the model/variant of the car. 5-star rating awarded by Bharat NCAP (India’s independent vehicle safety
assessment program) is based on crash tests and safety evaluations.images shown are for representation purpose only. actual vehicle, features, and colours may vary. for detailed terms and conditions,
please visit www.renault.co.in.
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